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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 4 January 2021 at 7.30 pm by Zoom 
 

Present:  Parish Cllrs Robin Tjolle (Chairman), Richard Barrow, Dai Davies, Alan 
Jackson, Piers Johansen, Shayne Smith, John Thorne; Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis; M R 
Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 4 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  None. 
 
2. Public Questions.  A member of the public requested a) that a summary of the 
main points of the meeting and b) that pen-pictures of the Cllrs and a description of their 
PC responsibilities be submitted to the Grapevine.  It was pointed out that Cllr 
responsibilities are listed on the PC webpage.          Action:  John Thorne 
 
3. Declarations of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (2 Nov 20) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and will be signed later.  One action was 
outstanding – the £40 payment to RBL had not yet been paid due to teething problems 
with the on-line account. 
 
6. Finance.  The PC was on course to end the year on c£2684 due to the 
Grapevine balance being received amounting to £888.  No new payments were needed. 
 
7. Covid Response Update.  Robin Tjolle reported that the systems for the covid 
response were still open.  With a further lockdown expected imminently, he would send a 
note on the subject to John Thorne for the Grapevine.          Action:  Robin Thorne 
 
8. Precept Part 1.  The tax base had reduced by 0.6%, meaning that if the same 
Precept was wanted (£4750), householder payments would increase by, for a Band D 
property, 19p to £30.91 (was £30.72); or if householder payments remained the same the 
precept would reduce by £28.95 to £4721.05.  The increase in the reserve to £2684 was 
noted; there was inconclusive discussion on the level of reserve wanted. 
 
9. Verge Cutting.  The PC agreed to pay for one verge cut in late-Apr before the Wilts 
Council cut, at a quote of £262.50 + VAT. 
 
10. Amenity Area Ground Maintenance.  The PC agreed to have the Amenity Area cut 
twice in the year – the quote had been £200 + VAT for 4 cuts so there was an implied 
assumption that 2 cuts would cost half that.  A quote for clearing the green waste left over 
from last year’s clearance had not arrived.  The Clerk would send it out by email if one 
was obtained.  Cllrs expressed some interest in clearing it by self-help. Action:  Clerk 
 
11. Zoom Subscription.  The PC agreed to share the Zoom subscription bought by 
Charlton PC, at a cost of £60 plus reclaimable VAT = £71.94.   Action:  Clerk 
 
12. Roadside Speeding Signs.  There had been just one response to the Grapevine 
notice about the intention to erect some unofficial roadside speeding signs – opposing the 
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idea.  Alan Jackson said that some time back the Parish Steward had said he would be 
obliged to remove any such signs.  However at the last meeting the PC had decided to go 
ahead without first getting Highways clearance.  The PC agreed it could now proceed.  
Dai Davies would now erect signs at no cost to the PC budget.  There was some 
discussion about where but it was left up to him.     Action:  Dai Davies 
 
13. Precept Part 2 - Decision.  The PC decided to set the precept at £4750, the same 
as last year, noting that the tax base reduction meant a 0.6% increase in householder 
payments (19p for Band D properties). 
 
14. Minety Solar Farm Community Benefit.  The PC agreed that an approach should 
now be made to the applicants, in a letter, either naming a similar figure to the recent 
Kemble and Sevington examples, or at least referring to them (it was left undecided 
which); and that first a further meeting should be sought with Charlton and Minety PC 
Chairmen; but that the letter should be sent whether with or without the other PCs’ 
agreement.  The letter would be written by the Chairman with help from other Cllrs who 
offered to help.  The Clerk would contact Charlton and Minety.  

          Action:  Robin Tjolle, Clerk 
 
15. Planes Flying Over Hankerton.  The Clerk had prepared an update brief.  Oaksey 
airfield recommended that anyone who thought a plane connected with the airfield was 
overflying Hankerton should report the fact with as much detail to identify the aircraft as 
possible to the airfield email address.  The PC agreed this information should be made 
available to residents.               Action:  John Thorne 
 
16. Village Litterpick.  The village litterpick is usually held in March before the grass 
grows to hide the litter, however with the new lockdown it was not possible to plan this 
now.  It was agreed to reconsider a litterpick at the next meeting. 
 
17. ‘Urgent Matters Legality.  The Clerk had prepared a brief explaining that the 
‘Urgent Matters’ item was not legal although it was a useful flexibility.  The PC decided to 
retain it. 
 
18. Council Elections.  There was very brief discussion about the elections currently 
due to take place on 6 May 21 if covid still allowed. 
 
19. Planning.  Considered since the last meeting:  Hankerton Priory increase storage 
containers to 8 – no comment. Decided by Wilts Council since last meeting:  Elm Farm 
Cottage, Cloatley Grange.  Outstanding planning applications awaiting decision in Wilts 
Council:  Minety Solar Farm, Minety Substation Battery Storage Facility, Cherry Tree 
Cottage, Cloatley Grange.  Current application:  White Cottage, resubmission of altered 
earlier withdrawn application for extension. 
 
20. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  The 5-yearly review of 
Wilts Council’s Local Plan was starting and the Clerk would send details by email. 
 
21. Next Meetings.  1 Mar, May to be arranged nearer the time when the covid 
and elections situations are known, 5 Jul, 6 Sep, 1 Nov.   
 
The meeting closed at 8.48 pm. 


