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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 1 March 2021 at 7.30 pm by Zoom 
 

Present:  Parish Cllrs Robin Tjolle (Chairman), Dai Davies, Alan Jackson, Piers 
Johansen, Shayne Smith, John Thorne; Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis (until after Item 8); M R 
Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 4 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Alan Jackson.  Absent:  Richard Barrow. 
 
2. Public Questions.  A member of the public raised the subject of the roadside 
ditch work between ‘The Holt’ and Yew Tree Farm, specifically that there were blocked 
drains under and alongside the road at that point.  Cllr Dai Davies said that he had met 
2 Highways engineers there and that they had said they would be returning. 
 
3. Declarations of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (4 Jan 21) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and will be signed later. 
 
6. Finance.  The PC was on course to end the year on c£2700.  The following 
payments were agreed: 

 Cheque number 425, £1129.44, to the Clerk, annual salary. 

 426, £282.36, to HMRC, Clerk’s PAYE. 

 427, £7.14, Clerk’s expenses for the year. 
 
7. Covid Response Update.  Robin Tjolle reported that the systems for the covid 
response were still open with no reports of any problems.   
 
8. Minety Solar Farm Community Benefit.  Minety PC had very recently changed their 
mind and now agreed that the 3 PCs should contact the applicants now.  The PC agreed 
that Cllr Piers Johansen should now lead for Hankerton.  He would send an email  with 
his proposed structure of a communication with the applicants.  He also said that he was 
minded to make first contact by telephone.       Action:  Piers Johansen
  
9. Amenity Area Ground Maintenance.  Dai Davies offered to cut the Amenity Area 
grass for 2 years, and also to burn the bonfire in situ.  Not all Cllrs were content to burn it 
so close to the neighbouring house and to the other Old Farm Close houses.  After 
discussion the PC agreed to clear the bonfire material from the Amenity Area by asking 
Richard Barrow to bring a trailer to take it away and to burn it on his farm; this to happen 
by the time of the next meeting, failing which a bonfire would be reconsidered.  Dai 
Davies’ offer to cut the grass for 2 years was gratefully accepted.  

      Action:  Richard Barrow, Dai Davies 
 
10. Roadside Speeding Signs.  Dai Davies informed the meeting that 3 signs (costing 
£40 each) were now positioned as a trial, and reaction was awaited.  Feedback from Cllrs 
would be welcomed.    
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11. Village Litterpick.  In discussion the following points were made:  it was better to 
collect litter before the grass grew to hide it and to make collection more difficult; and litter 
could be picked up by residents walking as allowed by covid restrictions without any 
question of illegal gatherings of people.  The Chairman said he would organise the 
litterpick.             Action:  Chairman 
 
12. Council Elections.  The Clerk had issued an email brief.  He could answer most 
questions that Cllrs might have. 
 
13. May PC Meeting.  The PC decided to meet over zoom on Mon 17 May. 
 
14. Annual Village Meeting.  The PC decided to hold an Annual Village Meeting once 
covid restrictions had been lifted, in the 2nd ½ of June or in July. 
 
15. Best Kept Village Competition.  The PC decided to enter the competition.  The 
Chairman would tackle the entry paperwork (the Clerk would help).      Action: Chairman 
 
16. Highways.  Alan Jackson had sent a short brief.  There was discussion about fly-
tipping.  Speeding was to be discussed at the July meeting.    Action:  Clerk 
 
18. Council Elections.  There was very brief discussion about the elections currently 
due to take place on 6 May 21 if covid still allowed. 
 
17. Planning.  Considered since the last meeting:  White Cottage (35 Chapel Lane) – 
side extension – no objection. Decided by Wilts Council since last meeting:  Minety 
Substation Battery Storage Facility, Hankerton Priory increase storage containers to 8, 
White Cottage – all approved. Cherry Tree Cottage Cloatley End – refused.  Outstanding:  
Minety Solar Farm. 
 
18. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  John Thorne and Shayne 
Smith announced they would not seek re-election, and the Clerk said that Alan Jackson 
had asked him to announce the same.  The Clerk was to look at regulations about static 
caravans at houses.  Footpaths requested for the next meeting.       Action:  Clerk 
 
21. Next Meetings.  17 May, 5 Jul, 6 Sep, 1 Nov.   
 
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 


