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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 2 November 2020 at 7.30 pm by Zoom 
 

Present:  Parish Cllrs Robin Tjolle (Chairman), Richard Barrow (from Item 12), Dai 
Davies, Shayne Smith, John Thorne; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 4 members of 
the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Alan Jackson.  The Chairman offered his condolences and those of 
the PC to him. 
 
2. Public Questions. 
 

 Whether the collecting of a core sample from Follyfield meant that the re-
surfacing was imminent.  The Clerk would ask Highways. 

 A resident said that he didn’t support donating public money to the RBL. 

 The ending of general hard-copy Grapevines was progressing but slowly. 

 A resident thanked, to general agreement, Pam and Graham Walkinshaw for the 
excellent job they had done on Footpaths – raising the profile, the maps and the 
walk descriptions.  Also appealed to landowners to cut back growth along 
footpaths.  John Thorne would pass on this point. 

 An ex-Cllr offered a hard copy ‘Good Councillors Guide’.  These are now 
available on-line and a link is included in the new Cllrs’ Induction brief, but the 
offer was later accepted by the new Cllr co-opted at Item 7. 

 A Cllr mentioned the booklet for new residents ‘Hankerton A Wiltshire Village’.  
Did we need a re-print?  Robin Tjolle would speak to Philip Carter and would also 
consider going electronic. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (7 Sep 20) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and will be signed later, no actions 
outstanding.   
 
6. Finance.  There was £3440 in the two accounts and the PC was on course to 
end the year on c£1850.  The defibrillator annual charge of £162 was authorised.  Later 
in the meeting (Item 15) a donation of £40 to RBL was agreed. 
 
7. Cllr Vacancy – Co-option.  One candidate had offered himself – Piers Johansen of 
White Cottage, Chapel Lane.  He spoke briefly to introduce himself, and was then co-
opted unanimously and joined the PC immediately. 
 
8. Authorising Absence.  In accordance with LGA72 s85(1) the PC authorised Alan 
Jackson’s absence for up to 6 months for personal reasons.  Richard Barrow’s near-6 
month absence due to internet difficulties during Zoom meetings was discussed but he 
later joined the meeting so the decision was not needed. 
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9. Cllr Portfolios and New Bank Signatories.  The assumption of the Footpaths role by 
Dai Davies was confirmed.  The Clerk would look after Highways for the few weeks 
expected until Alan Jackson returned.  Piers Johansen would become a bank signatory. 
 
10. Covid Response.  Robin Tjolle said the Whatsapp group will carry on, but that a 
Grapevine note was needed for those not on Whatsapp.  Grapevine input was needed by 
10 Nov.         Action:  Robin Tjolle 
Dai Davies raised the subject of the Listening Service that he had discussed by email with 
Cllrs before the meeting.  It was agreed that he could advertise this in the Grapevine. 
            Action:  Dai Davies 
 
11. Minety Solar Farm Community Benefit.  A decision still seemed to be a long way 
off after the Ecology Officer’s response seemingly requiring a considerable amount of 
further work by the applicants.  The Chairman had collected the list of Cllrs’ ideas.  No 
further action was decided at this point.                 
 
12. Gigaclear Free Hub.  The church had decided it was not interested in hosting the 
Gigaclear hub.  It was now clear that the hub would only be accessible in the church.  The 
PC agreed to drop the idea.   
 
13. Speeding.  Following Pam Walkinshaw’s resignation from the PC Dai Davies had 
taken over the ‘Design a Sign’ project agreed by the PC at the last meeting.  He proposed 
that the PC advertise to the village that it intended to erect signs as soon as possible (’20 
is plenty’ and ‘please slow down’ featuring official-looking red warning triangles) and see if 
there were any objections or better ideas.  In response to the question of whether the PC 
approved spending money on the signs before gaining Highway’s permission to erect 
them, he said he would pay for the first signs.  The PC agreed this approach, and also 
decided not to clear it with Highways in advance.    Action:  Dai Davies 
 
14. Planes Flying Over Hankerton.  Dai Davies had complained that there had been 
too many planes flying over the village this summer.  Members of the public attending on 
Zoom were invited to help by explaining the background and the rules applicable to 
Oaksey airfield.  It was suggested that local fliers knew the rules and observed them but 
that visitor pilots were the problem.  The new owner was said to be genuine and would 
want to get things right.  The PC agreed that Dai Davies should initiate a polite letter, for 
the Clerk to send, to the new owner of Oaksey airfield asking for the local rules to be re-
emphasised.          Action:  Dai Davies, Clerk 
 
15. Donation to RBL.  Due to Lockdown 2 the church would hold a Remembrance 
service outside, at the War Grave, and had obtained a wreath from RBL.  These wreaths 
are free but a voluntary donation is suggested and the church had asked the PC to 
consider making the donation.  There is usually a door-to-door collection in the village that 
raises an average £220, but this had not happened due to covid.  The PC decided to 
donate £40.            Action:  RFO 
 
16. Winter Plan.  Robin Tjolle would review the Emergency Plan before the winter hit.  
The Clerk was to send copies to all Cllrs.      Action:  Robin Tjolle 
 
17. Precept 2021/22 – 1st Look.  The Clerk had prepared a first draft budget.  The 
precept decision must be taken in January.  At that meeting we would also need to decide 
on:  verge cutting, Amenity Area grass-cutting, anti-speeding costs.  If any Cllr had an 
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idea for additional spending they should raise it well before January.  At that meeting we 
would also need to agree what end-of-year balance/reserve the PC wanted to aim at.  
The Clerk would initiate an email preparatory discussion about the Amenity Area to better 
inform that decision. 
 
18. Planning.  Considered since the last meeting:  Minety Substation Battery Storage 
Facility, Cherry Tree Cottage Cloatley End, Elm Farm Cottage – all no objection. 
Outstanding planning applications awaiting decision in Wilts Council: Minety Solar Farm, 
Cloatley Grange. 
 
17. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  Shayne Smith gave her 
PPG report. 
 
18. Next Meetings.  4 Jan, 1 Mar, May to be arranged nearer the time when the 
covid situation at the time is known, 5 Jul, 6 Sep, 1 Nov.  Robin Tjolle agreed to 
continue as Chairman. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 


