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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 7 September 2020 at 7.30 pm by Zoom 
 

Present:  Parish Cllrs Alan Jackson (Chairman), Dai Davies, Shayne Smith, Robin 
Tjolle, Pam Walkinshaw; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 5 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  John Thorne, Richard Barrow (IT problems). 
 
2. Public Questions. 
 

 Pam Walkinshaw raised on behalf of a resident a concern that some trees 
opposite the Hillwell houses were growing over the road and potentially 
interfering with the power line.  Alan Jackson said he had contacted SSE about 
this 6 weeks ago and they had not seemed interested.  Noted. 

 A resident said he had some questions on the Minety solar farm (and another 
indicated the same).  The PC decided to take them during the item. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (6 Jul 20) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and will be signed later, no actions 
outstanding.   
 
6. Finance.  There was £3470 in the two accounts.  The Clerk now had on-line 
access to the account and we just awaited confirmation of access for the other 2 
signatories. 
 
7. Covid Response.  Robin Tjolle said most services were scaled back but could be 
picked up again if needed; the Whatsapp group will carry on; and special thanks to Simon 
Kearsley for the bread deliveries, now ceased. 
 
8. Minety Solar Farm.  The Clerk gave a brief update – in summary, there was no 
date yet for a decision meeting and it did not appear imminent.  A member of the public 
queried whether the PC would seek to be represented at this meeting; the PC would 
consider this.  Robin Tjolle briefed that he had attended one meeting with Charlton and 
Minety PC Chairmen to discuss the possibility of gaining some community benefit if the 
application were approved.  They had agreed to coordinate action.  He stressed that this 
was contingency planning and did not weaken our objection to the application.  He asked 
all Cllrs to email him with suggestions for projects that could form a bid for community 
benefit from the developers.                Action:  All Cllrs 
 
9. Charlton Park 5-Lanes Solar Farm.  The Clerk informed the PC about the 5-Lanes 
solar farm: the planning application was imminent, it would not be in Hankerton Parish 
area but the cable carrying power to the grid would pass through the parish mainly 
eastwards down Cloatley Lane into Upper Minety.   
 
10. Grapevine – New Funding Proposal by Editors.  A written proposal had been 
received from the Editors of the Grapevine, proposing that the magazine should become 
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on-line only with the exception of 4 hard copies which had been requested by certain 
residents, and that the bank account should be closed down and the balance returned to 
the PC which would then take on the payments due on every issue.  After discussion the 
PC agreed the proposal.           Action  Clerk/RFO 
 
11. Gigaclear Free Hub.  After discussion the PC asked Geoff Preston, a resident with 
detailed IT knowledge, to find out exactly what this ‘hub’ was and would provide, and the 
Clerk would find out the church’s opinion.      Action: Clerk 
 
12. Website Accessibility.  Robin Tjolle briefed the PC on his discussions about the 
non-accessibility of the PC website – which actually along with the village website was the 
private creation of the webmaster.  One question asked was what would happen if/when 
the webmaster moved away – that would have to be dealt with at the time.  The Clerk 
explained that he had recently arranged a new website for Charlton PC that was free and 
fully accessible, and Hankerton could have the same.  The PC decided to do nothing but 
to keep it under review with an eye on Charlton’s new website progress. 
 
13. Speeding – Next Steps.  Alan Jackson had left the meeting by now with severe IT 
problems, so was unable to lead the discussion.  After discussion the PC agreed that 
Pam Walkinshaw would lead a project to display childrens’ posters asking drivers to slow 
down.           Action:  Pam Walkinshaw 
 
14. North Aisle Payments.  The question was whether the PC should reclaim from the 
North Aisle account the payments that had been made for using the area since in fact it 
was not being used while we met on Zoom.  The decision was not to do so. 
 
15. Highways.  Alan Jackson had sent a message - he will take a further look at 
Hillwell and Follyfield after Avonline finish their work, and as winter approaches he will 
review potholes etc. 
 
16. Planning.  Considered since the last meeting:  Cloatley Grange (new front porch, 
internal alterations, natural pool, poolhouse and landscaping) – no objection.  Decided by 
Wilts Council since the last meeting:  Cloatley Manor (ensuite bathroom for main 
bedroom) – never seen by Hankerton PC – approved.  Current Planning Applications:  
Minety Solar Farm, awaiting decision in Wilts Council.  Other:  35 Chapel Lane – 
withdrawn.  On the subject of the Govt’s proposerd planning reforms, the Clerk had a 
compilation of the Govt’s consultation questions if any Cllr wanted to see it. 
 
17. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  Shayne Smith reported 
that the close neighbour to the Amenity Area had cut the grass there on a number of 
occasions this year.  Pam Walkinshaw reported that she had asked the landowner to 
cut the footpath at ‘Muddy Corner’.  Dai Davies asked about the rules governing aircraft 
movements into and out from Oaksey airfield as he felt there had been too much flying 
over Hankerton; it was agreed that he would ask David Wood for advice.  Cllrs agreed 
that they wished to stay in remote meetings at least for the next meeting. 
 
18. Next Meetings.  Next dates:  2 Nov.  Proposal for 2021:  4 Jan, 1 Mar, May 
to be arranged nearer the time when the covid situation at the time is known, 5 Jul, 
6 Sep, 1 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm. 


