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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 6 July 2020 at 7.30 pm by Zoom 
 

Present:  Parish Cllrs Robin Tjolle (Chairman), Shayne Smith, Pam Walkinshaw; M R 
Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis (Items 1 and 2 only); and 5 members 
of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  John Thorne, Alan Jackson, Richard Barrow. 
 
2. Public Questions. 
 

• There was long discussion about the solar farm.  The outcome was that Cllrs 
want the PC to start talking to other affected PCs (Charlton and Minety are the 
obvious 2) about a coordinated approach to gaining some community benefit 
from the developers in the event that the solar farm is permitted, and to discuss 
the first results at the next PC meeting.            Action:  Clerk 

• Susan Mockler informed the meeting that the next issue of the Grapevine would 
again be principally on-line, but with a shortened hard-copy version to all 
households that would ask whether any residents wanted to continue to receive a 
full hard copy version.  The results would inform a decision whether to go on-line-
only in future even when coronavirus has receded. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  There were 2:  the Gigaclear free hub 
would be discussed as Item 14; and at Item 9 explicitly the question whether to insure 
the defibrillator (ex-telephone) kiosk would be decided.  Afternote: the Gigaclear hub 
was not discussed. 
 
5. Cllr Vacancy.  One candidate for co-option had come forward – Dai Davies of 
Cloatley Manor.  The PC voted unanimously to co-opt him.  He was present on Zoom so 
joined the PC directly and for the rest of the meeting. 
 
6. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (18 May 20) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and will be signed later, no actions 
outstanding.   
 
7. Finance.  There was £4683 in the two accounts.  The church sign replacement 
had been un-planned expenditure and the verge cutting had cost £15 more than had 
been budgeted.  The Clerk informed the meeting that in the last period the current 
account had gone overdrawn because he had failed to transfer enough funds from the 
deposit account but that he had talked to the bank and there would be no charges.  The 
following payments were authorised: 
 

• cheque number 421, £1005, to the PCC for hire of North Aisle (£105) and 
support to churchyard maintenance (£900).  This replaced the earlier cheque for 
£955, and was because the PC had agreed in the budget-building process to 
increase churchyard maintenance from £850 to £900. 

• 422, £111, to Flaxland for the replacement church sign. 
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• 423, £46, to the Clerk for 50% of the SLCC subscription. 
 
8. Covid Response.  Robin Tjolle said deliveries were reducing and the Whatsapp 
group for volunteer help was continuing. 
 
9. Risk Register.  The draft for this year was reviewed and additions discussed.  
Church signs were added as assets, but not insured as the excess is £100 and the new 
replacement only cost £111.  The defibrillator and telephone kiosk were added.  
Insurance of the kiosk was discussed and agreed, at £29.40 per year.  The non-
accessibility of the website was added as ‘legal and reputational jeopardy’;  Robin Tjolle 
would discuss this with Simon Kearsley.             Action:  Clerk, Robin Tjolle 
 
10. Speeding – Next Steps.  In Alan Jackson’s absence, detailed discussion could not 
take place.  Suggestions were made by Cllrs:  markings on the road at the village 
entrances; children to write notices to be displayed outside many houses along the village 
roads, requesting slower driving; and the Grapevine was asked to include a notice ‘PC to 
discuss speeding at the next meeting – residents invited to put forward any ideas’.  The 
PC to discuss the subject in detail at the next meeting.            Action: Alan Jackson 
 
11. Verge Cutting.  The verges were cut at a cost of £262.50 (plus reclaimable VAT) 
on 28 Apr, before the Wilts Council cut on about 12 Jun.  This was an opportunity to 
consider whether the paid-for early cut was good value, without coming to any decision 
for next year.  The flavour of the short discussion was that it probably was worth doing.  A 
decision for next year would not be needed until we confirm the precept for next year. 
 
12. Bonfires.  There was no discussion.  The Grapevine would repeat its message 
asking residents to respect the Wilts Council advice on bonfires in the summer months. 
 
13. Account to go On-Line?  The PC agreed that the account should adopt on-line 
access, with all payments to be double-authorised.    Action:  Clerk 
 
14. Planning Update.  Considered since the last meeting:  Minety Solar Farm 
(objection); 35 Chapel Lane (no objection). Decided by Wilts Council since the last 
meeting:  None.  Current Planning Applications:  Minety Solar Farm, awaiting decision in 
Wilts Council. 
 
19. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  For the next meeting:  
Community Benefit from the solar farm, North Aisle payments, accessibility of PC 
website, speeding – next steps. 
 
20. Next Meetings.  Next dates:  7 Sep, 2 Nov.  We would need to consider, 
perhaps 10 days ahead of the next meeting, whether to meet physically or 
remotely, in light of the coronavirus situation at the time. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.05 pm. 


