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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 18 May 2020 at 7.30 pm by Zoom 
 

Present:  Parish Cllrs John Thorne (Chairman), Richard Barrow, Alan Jackson, Shayne 
Smith, Robin Tjolle, Pam Walkinshaw; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Adam Withers 
from JBM Solar; and 6 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Nil. 
 
2. Election of Chair.  No Cllr volunteered to stand as Chair for the year.  It was 
agreed to have different Chairs throughout the year.  The PC agreed that Robin Tjolle 
would Chair the July meeting and Alan Jackson the September meeting, in both cases 
including the period leading up to their meeting.   
 
3. Election of Deputy Chair.  John Thorne agreed to stand as Deputy Chair, was 
proposed, seconded and elected unanimously. 
 
4. Declarations of Interest.  None. 
 
5. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
6. Public Questions. 
 

 Susan Mockler requested the PC state its support for the Wiltshire Council 
request that bonfires not be lit while the coronavirus controls are in place.  She 
was told that the PC could not decide on any matter that wasn’t on the agenda. 

 She said that the Grapevine would be on-line only for the current period, with just 
a few hard copies where especially requested. 

 She would draft PC notes for the next issue and send them to the PC for 
clearance. 

 Pam Walkinshaw would provide a Footpaths note by the end of the week. 

 David Wood expressed his support for the solar farm. 

 Terry Mockler expressed no objection to the solar farm. 

 Carolyn Perchard expressed concern about additional rainwater run-off from the 
solar farm causing or adding to downstream flooding.  This was covered in detail 
in the solar farm item. 

 
7. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (2 Mar 20) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed, no actions outstanding (other 
than those that had been cancelled due to Covid.   
 
8. Exemption from External Audit.  In accordance with Sect 9 of the Local Audit 
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, the PC declared that the PC was exempt 
external audit, since both gross annual income and expenditure are below £25,000. 
 
9. Approval of 2019/20 Annual Governance Statement.  The Annual Governance 
Statement had been sent out in advance and Cllrs urged to note all points.  The PC now 
decided that all points had been covered and that the Chairman should sign it. 
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10. Approval of 2019/20 Accounts.  The RFO had sent out the 2019/20 accounts and 
the Accounting Statements in advance of the meeting, urging Cllrs to note the contents.  
Robert Garforth Bles of Charlton had conducted the Internal Audit.  Cllrs had no 
questions on the details of the accounts and the PC approved the accounts.    
 
11. Finance.  There was £6378 in the two accounts.  Once the proposed payments 
had been made there would be £3770 left.  The following payments were authorised: 
 

 cheque number 412, £173.57, to Community First – insurance – see Item 12. 

 413, £120.53, WALC membership. 

 414, £955, to the PCC for hire of North Aisle (£105) and support to churchyard 
maintenance (£850). 

 415, £400, to the PCC North Aisle account for donation to the North Aisle. 

 416, £500, Grapevine. 

 417, £315, Countrywide Grounds Maintenance – verge cutting. 

 418, £144, WWT, 50% of new gate. 
 
12. Insurance.  We had been offered a 3-year ‘fix’ by our insurers, to commit to stay 
with them for 3 years for a 5% reduction in premium.  The PC agreed. 
 
13. Covid Response.  Robin Tjolle reviewed the activities that had been carried out by 
various volunteers and expressed thanks to all those concerned.  The only concern was 
whether there were any residents not taking advantage of the help offered.  An idea put 
forward was that we should keep a record of what had happened as a historical record.  
The ‘VE Day Marathon’ had raised £400 for the Malmesbury Hardship Fund. 
 
14. Minety Solar Farm.  The aim was not to decide the PC’s response but only to 
enable Cllrs to clarify anything and to discuss their ideas before making their individual 
decisions later.  Members of the public were invited to raise points with Adam Withers 
from JBM Solar after the meeting.  Adam Withers from JBM Solar was able to answer 
many points.  Finally Cllrs requested a site visit, which the Clerk would arrange.  
Afternote: took place on Wed 20 May. 
 
15. Missing Church Sign.  The PC agreed Pam Walkinshaw’s proposal that they 
should replace the missing church finger-post sign at a cost of £96 plus £15 delivery, with 
agreement having been given by Highways that the Parish Steward could be tasked with 
erecting it.          Action:  Pam Walkinshaw 
 
16. Traffic Survey Results.  Alan Jackson briefed on the survey results: highlights 
being 85th percentiles of 39.2mph and 33.9mph, and mean speeds of 30.8mph and 
26.9mph.  The PC agreed that he should investigate and bring back to the next meeting 
proposals for some form of signage/gateways to help reduce speeds.  Clerk to send the 
results to Sue Mockler for The Grapevine.          Action:  Alan Jackson 
 
18. Planning Update.  Considered since the last meeting:  Imberhorne 3 Cloatley Rd 
extensions to main dwelling – no objection but concerns about flooding implications, Wilts 
Council encouraged to obtain flooding advice; Rookery Farm erection of a secure barn – 
no objection. Decided by Wilts Council since the last meeting:  Allspheres Farm 2nd floor – 
refused; Priory ground-source heating, Rookery Farm secure barn, Imberhorne extension 
– all approved.  Current Planning Applications:  Minety Solar Farm. 
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19. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  For the next meeting:  
bonfires, road sign. 
 
20. Next Meetings.  Next dates:  6 Jul, 7 Sep, 2 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 


