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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 4 November 2019 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 
 

Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairperson), Shayne Smith, Robin Tjolle, Pam 
Walkinshaw; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 3 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllrs Alan Jackson, John Thorne, Wilts Council Cllr Toby Sturgis. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Pam Walkinshaw was thanked for 
obtaining the WW1 tree plaque; a wooden base had been made for it; after some 
discussion it appeared that a good date for a short ceremony to plant the plaque was 
Sat 16 Nov at 1030.  The confirmed date will be publicized when known. 
 
3. Declarations of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (2 Sep 19) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed, no actions outstanding.   
 
6. Finance.  There was £1726 in the two accounts.  We were on course to end the 
year with £1682.  No payments were needed. 
 
7. Authorised Absence.  Cllr Alan Jackson was again unable to attend the meeting.  
He had last attended a meeting on 14 Jan 18.  In accordance with LGA 1972 s85, the 
PC voted unanimously to authorise his continued absence from meetings for over 6 
months, bearing in mind his continuing work on Highways for the PC. 
 
8. Cllr Vacancy.  The vacancy caused by Dan Lydiate’s retirement was now being 
advertised on noticeboards and the deadline for at least 10 electors to request an election 
was 21 Nov.  There was every chance of co-opting a replacement at the January 
meeting, so long as we could identify a candidate.  All Cllrs were asked to consider 
someone to recruit.  In discussion about the process to follow, it was agreed that in 
principle the PC would like candidates to say very briefly at the meeting why they wanted 
to be a Cllr, but no decision until the situation is clear.          Action:  All Cllrs 
 
9. Play Area.  Jill Kearsley would chair an Implementation Committee meeting on Sat 
16 Nov at 12pm, primarily to identify someone to chair the Committee through to 
implementation.  So far only one quote for grass-cutting in the Amenity Area (for 4 cuts in 
the year – late spring, 2 in summer and an autumn tidy-up), had been received, at a cost 
of £360.  The PC agreed in principle to maintain the site pending any implementation of 
the play area, but deferred any decision to the Jan meeting. 
 
10. Winter Plan.  Robin Tjolle offered to take on the responsibility following Dan Lydiate’s 
resignation.  With Pam Walkinshaw he would run a simple review of the Plan to be ready 
for the winter.        Action:  Robin Tjolle, Pam Walkinshaw 
 
11. Precept 2020/21 1st Look.  The PC reviewed the draft budget.  Points that would need 
a decision in January included verge cutting, grass-cutting in the Amenity Area, and any 
payment on account for defibrillator replacement. 
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12. Defibrillator.  John Thorne had reported in advance that the telephone had been 
removed a couple of weeks ago and the defibrillator was due to be fitted today.  

       
13. Highways Update.  Alan Jackson’s written note reported recent activity on culvert 
repair by Dolmans Cottage and long-term repair to the pothole blackspot on Cloatley 
Road east of Dolmans Farm; swift action by Highways to remove fallen trees, during 
which his My Wiltshire app report had been reacted to within an hour; but no further news 
yet on the metrocount request.  Cllrs requested action to fill the large dips in Church 
Green.  Shane Smith asked about the Follyfield roadsweeper – does it sweep anywhere 
else? 
 
14. Footpaths.  Pam Walkinshaw reported.  The fir trees had been cut back on the 
Hillwell footpath, possibly as a result of a complaint to Wilts Council by a visitor.  She had 
publicly thanked the Area Board at a meeting for the £187.50 grant.  The invoice for the 
Bristol gate had not yet arrived.  The PC’s 50% share of the WWT gate, agreed at the last 
meeting, would be £144; likely date was in May.  A broken gate by the Geralds had been 
beautifully repaired by them.     
 
15. PCT Report.  Shayne Smith reported. 
 
16. Planning Update.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: 
Hankerton Priory, change of land use to allow external storage – No Objection.  Decided 
by Wilts Council since the last meeting:  Allspheres Farm, 2nd Floor on existing building 
and 10 one-bed holiday lets – both refused.  Still outstanding at Wilts Council: Elm Farm 
Cottage conversion of ground floor of detached garage to accommodation (delayed by 
need for Flood Risk Assessment). 
 
17. Wilts Council Update.  None – not present. 
 
18. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  VE Day 75 for the next 
meeting. 
 
19. Next Meetings.  Next dates:  6 Jan, 2 Mar, 4 May AVM, 18 May (APCM), 6 
Jul, 7 Sep, 2 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.22 pm. 


