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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 8 July 2019 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairperson), Dan Lydiate, Shayne Smith, John 
Thorne, Robin Tjolle, Pam Walkinshaw; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 10 members 
of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllr Alan Jackson. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.   
 

 A member of the public requested that no final decision be made on the speed 
limit (Item 9) until residents knew a bit more about it. 

 A member of the public read out a prepared statement in opposition to the Play 
Area.  Other members of the public joined in and there followed 30 minutes of 
general discussion between the public and Cllrs, before the Chairperson brought 
discussions under this item to a close. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (13 May 19) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed, no actions outstanding.   
 
6. Finance.  There was £6905 in the two accounts (including the £5000 earmarked 
for the Amenity Area Playground).  The following payments were authorised. 
 

 Cheque number 402, £44.50, to the Clerk as 50% of the SLCC membership. 

 403, £5000, to Wiltshire Council as repayment of the Play Area grant. 

 404, £41, to Pam Walkinshaw for the plaque for the WW1 memorial tree. 

 405, £28.43, to Shayne Smith for AVM refreshments. 
 
7. Authorised Absence.  Cllr Alan Jackson was again unable to attend the meeting.  
He had last attended a meeting on 14 Jan 18.  In accordance with LGA 1972 s85, the 
PC voted unanimously to authorise his absence from meetings for over 6 months, 
bearing in mind his continued work on Highways for the PC. 
 
8. Play Area.  Dan Lydiate spoke, referring to the Playground Development Brief he 
had issued.  He said we needed to find a new lead/Chair for the Play Area Committee, we 
needed a public vote, he said he had not had time to review the Risk Assessment, and he 
asked the PC to endorse the Committee continuing work.  It was agreed that Jill Kearsley 
would lead on the public vote.  Cllrs expressed views on how this should be done but it 
was agreed that she would circulate draft ideas to Cllrs by email.  Dan Lydiate agreed to 
an amendment of Paragraph 11 of the Brief to remove the words ‘Slowed by the 
objections discussed above’.               Action:  Jill Kearsley 
 
9. Speed Limit.  Alan Jackson, unable to attend the meeting, had sent a written 
report, which the Clerk summarised.  Two questions asked by the last PC meeting had 
been answered – 25% was the correct contribution required of PCs by CATG; and three 
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‘Drive with care’ or similar signs added below the village signs would cost £1200 gross 
and thus £300 to the PC.  The total cost of a speed limit would be between £7000-£8000 
(£1750-£2000 to the PC), but the first element of this was a survey to decide if a speed 
limit was warranted by the conditions/speeds etc costing £2750 (£687.50 to the PC), 
which would be payable even if the survey’s conclusion was that a speed limit was not 
warranted.  However a metrocount no longer carried a cost and the PC could perhaps 
request metrocount on village roads (one on the main north-south road through the village 
and one on Cloatley Road) to inform a decision on whether or not to pursue a speed limit;  
the PC avidly agreed to this.  Cllrs also asked whether we could buy our own ‘Drive with 
care’ or similar signs more cheaply than through Wiltshire Highways and whether we 
would be allowed to erect ‘white gates’ at the village entrances.  Action:  Clerk 
 
10. Defibrillator.  John Thorne reported that the defibrillator equipment had been due 
for delivery in June but that it had been discovered that CHT had not completed the 
‘adoption’ process.  They were now correcting this and a new delivery date was awaited. 

       
11. Risk Register.  The Clerk introduced the annual review of the Risk Register.  He 
highlighted the mitigation measure at Serial 4.2 – ‘trees to be safety-checked at the 
annual Amenity Area clean-up’ – pointing out that there was no longer an annual clean-
up.  However the trees had been pruned back recently and committee work on the play 
area was to continue so amendment of this mitigation measure could wait for another 
year.  He also mentioned the possibility of hand-cutting around the village signs to limit 
the risk of damage by hedgecutters.  No other amendments or additions were raised by 
Cllrs.  
 
12. Best Kept Village Competition.  Robin Tjolle reported that the village had come a 
close 3rd and that the report had been generally good.  There were some lessons that 
could be learned and it would be worth entering again next year. 
 
13. Verge Cutting.  The Clerk had cancelled the £250 contracted cut, due in 2 weeks, 
when he had discovered that the Wiltshire Highways cut was imminent.  The PC should 
bear this in mind when considering a verge cut next year. 
 
14. Highways Update.  Alan Jackson’s written note reported that Highways had 
patched in Follyfield following damage caused by the streetsweeper machine with no 
implication for the planned 2021/22 resurfacing, that completion of the work on the culvert 
by Dolmans Cottage was expected soon given the dry weather, and that the Parish 
Steward had continued to fill potholes when he could. 
 
15. Footpaths.  Pam Walkinshaw reported that the general care of the footpaths had 
improved with local farmers cutting growth earlier this year.  The ‘Step into Spring’ had 
been pleasingly well supported by walkers of all ages and by Steve Davies with his talks.  
The Bristol gate was still on order but had not yet been delivered to Wiltshire Council; she 
now wondered whether we should allow the Footpaths team to erect it.  She would write 
to thank the couple from Lechlade who had been working in the churchyard. 
 
16. PCT Report.  Shayne Smith reported. 
 
17. Planning Update.  One planning application since the last meeting – Stanbury 
House, extension and alterations, variation of previous permission – no objection.  The 3 
Allspheres Farm applications were still awaiting decisions at Wilts Council. 



MINUTES OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 8 JUL 19 
DRAFT 

Chairman 

3 

 
18. Wilts Council Update.  None – not present. 
 
19. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  The Clerk said that he 
would raise the subject of the Allspheres Farm holiday lets which were reported by 
neighbours to be filled with long-term lets not holiday lets. 
 
20. Next Meetings.  Dates of next meetings: 2 Sep, 4 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 9 pm. 


