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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 14 January 2019 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairperson), Shayne Smith, John Thorne, Robin 
Tjolle, Pam Walkinshaw; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis; and 5 
members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllrs Alan Jackson, Dan Lydiate. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  None. 
 
3. Declarations of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  Pam Walkinshaw had requested that 
she might raise the subject of the cost estimate for the plaque for the WW1 memorial 
tree. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (14 Jan 19) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed, no actions outstanding.   
 
6. Finance.  There was £3200 in the two accounts (plus the £5000 earmarked for 
the Amenity Area Playground).  The following payments were authorised. After these 
payments the end-of-year balance remained in line with the forecast at £1800-plus. 
 

 Cheque number 391, £1071.30, Clerk’s salary less PAYE. 

 392, £267.83, HMRC for Clerk’s PAYE. 

 393, £29.44, Clerk’s expenses. 

 Afternote:  394, £24, to Robin Tjolle who had paid the invoice for the new fly-
tipping sign. 

 
7. Amenity Area.  Two brief reports:  no response received from lawyers after our 
letter to them rejecting their points; and an application to Pocket Parks Plus for a grant 
had been turned down. 
 
8. Defibrillator.  John Thorne gave an update.  He had decided, and proposed 
accordingly, that the best solution for the telephone box defibrillator was a Community 
Heartbeat Trust model and managed package providing the defibrillator, cabinet, signage, 
and installation, at a cost of £1895 with a planned life of 10 years (batteries and pads had 
a shorter life).  The PC agreed with his proposal, which he would now action.  He had 
kept the team of 5 volunteers to check the system informed of developments.  The 
Malmesbury League of Friends offer of £1500 was still good.          Action:  John Thorne 
 
9. Verge Cutting.  The Clerk reported that he had contacted 10 possible contractors 
(and also had talked to one local farmer, who wasn’t interested in quoting for the work) to 
cut the verges, received 4 responses, of which just one had quoted.  The quote was for 
£250 + VAT per cut.  The PC decided to earmark £250 for one cut but to keep it ‘on call’ 
and see how things developed.  (We have £300 earmarked in the budget for the year.)    

Action:  Clerk 
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10. Village Litterpick 23 Mar.  Alan Jackson had sent a written note.  He had liaised 
with Dave Wood and had made first contact about booking the necessary equipment, and 
would liaise with John Thorne later in the week about publicity.  The PC considered the 
start time and initial RV, and concluded that 10am at the bus shelter (with the ability to 
park a vehicle in Hillwell) made sense.    

      Action:  Alan Jackson, John Thorne 
 
11. Best Kept Village Competition.  The PC decided to enter the competition this year.  
Robin Tjolle volunteered to do the entry paperwork.  The Clerk would send him what he 
had.  The inspection period is mid-May to mid-Jun.            Action:  Robin Tjolle 
 
12. Annual Village Meeting 13 May.  The PC needed to decide on arrangements, 
including the agenda, refreshments and publicity.  The agenda was adjusted from last 
year, Shayne Smith would again cover refreshments while publicity was to be the same 
as last year, covered by John Thorne.      Action:  Clerk, Shayne Smith, John  Thorne 
 
13. Highways.  Alan Jackson had sent a written note of which a copy was given to all 
Cllrs.  Follyfield’s position in Year 3 of the coming year’s 3-year programme of Highway 
works was noted.  On a speed limit the PC remained interested and was keen to discuss 
further at the next meeting with a clear idea of the possible costs. Action:  Alan Jackson 
 
14. Footpaths.  Pam Walkinshaw reported that FP1 coming from Eastcourt wasn’t fully 
resolved, and that the rights of way on Common End Farm were now receiving her 
attention.  The new gate for FP9 had now been ordered by Wiltshire Rights of Way 
officers.  She had prepared (with help from her daughter) a poster for the Hankerton 
Meadow Walk on 25 May and would liaise with the church to end the day with 
refreshments at the church.  She had costed an 8”x6” polished brass plaque with agreed 
inscription for the WW1 memorial tree at £51; a volunteer had offered to mount it on a 
wooden stake.  The PC agreed this cost.     Action:  Pam Walkinshaw 
 
15. PCT Report.  Shayne Smith reported. 
 
16. Planning Update.  One planning application since the last meeting – Bullocks Horn 
Place, a 2-storey rear extension to replace an existing flat-roofed 2-storey rear extension 
– no objection. 
 
17. Wilts Council Update.  Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis made a short report.  Since he had 
another PC meeting to go to this report was taken after Item 4.  He asked for our 5 top 
priorities for Streetscene work in the parish.  Later in the meeting Robin Tjolle suggested 
that the Follyfield potholes should be on this list. 
 
18. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  Shayne Smith asked 
about the fact that the road through Murcot had not been cleared in the snow.  In 
response it was understood that Wilts Council policy was to clear only one route in and 
out of the village, not all 3 routes.  The Clerk was looking for an internal auditor and 
Philip Carter, who was attending the meeting, offered to continue doing it. 
 
19. Next Meetings.  Dates of next meetings: 13 May (APM), 20 May (APCM), 1 
Jul, 2 Sep, 4 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 9 pm. 


