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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 13 May 2019 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs John Thorne (Chairman), Dan Lydiate, Shayne Smith, Robin 
Tjolle, Pam Walkinshaw: M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 7 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllrs Jill Kearsley, Alan Jackson, Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis. 
 
2. Election of Chairperson.  The Chairman said that Jill Kearsley was willing to 
stand again.  She was unanimously re-elected Chairperson. 
 
3. Election of Deputy Chairperson.  John Thorne said he was willing to stand again 
and was unanimously elected as Deputy Chairperson. 
 
4. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  None. 
 
5. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
6. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
7. Allocation of Portfolios for 2019/20.  Robin Tjolle took over Grants. 
 

 Footpaths – Pam Walkinshaw  

 Highways – Alan Jackson 

 Area Board – Pam Walkinshaw  

 Flood Prevention – the PC would continue to rely on David Pynn as advisor 

 Patients Group – Shayne Smith 

 Amenity Area – Dan Lydiate 

 CEV/Winter Plan – Dan Lydiate 

 Grants – Robin Tjolle 

 Information Coord – John Thorne 
 
8. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 4 Mar 19) had 
been circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed, no actions outstanding.   
 
9. Exemption from External Audit.  In accordance with Sect 9 of the  Local Audit 
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, the PC declared that the PC was exempt 
external audit, since both gross annual income and expenditure are below £25,000. 
 
10. Approval of 2018/19 Annual Governance Statement.  After handing out 
photocopies of all the papers the Clerk took the meeting through the Annual 
Governance Statement point by point and the PC decided that all points had been 
covered and that the Chairman should sign it. 
 
11. Approval of 2018/19 Accounts.  The RFO took the PC through the 2018/19 
accounts and the Accounting Statements. Philip Carter had conducted the Internal 
Audit.  The balance of the accounts at year's end was £6997 (£6240 last year), of 
which £5000 was earmarked for the children's play area.  The Parish Council 
approved the accounts and the Accounting Statement was signed.    
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12. Finance.  There was £2304.43 in the current account and £8793.10 in the 
deposit account, the precept having been paid in.  The following payments were 
authorised: 

 cheque number 395, £182.71, to Community First - insurance. 

 396, £117.91, WALC membership. 

 397, £955, to the PCC for hire of North Aisle (£105) and support to churchyard 
maintenance (£850). 

 398, £400, to the PCC North Aisle account for donation to the North Aisle. 

 399, £500, Grapevine. 
 
13. Defibrillator.  John Thorne reported that in accordance with the PC decision at the 
last meeting he had placed the order for a defibrillator in the telephone box with CHT.  It 
should arrive in June.  There would be a training session provided. Action:  John Thorne 
 
14. Amenity Area.  Dan Lydiate updated on the Amenity Area.  On continuing site 
clearance, he was happy to strim the site himself but also would contact the church 
grounds contractor for a costing.  A play equipment option had been identified at a cost of 
£5500 including delivery and erection, and he had an illustration to show afterwards.  
Fencing for the pond side would cost £600; a costing for the other side was currently 
£2400 which would be reconsidered.  The community had been asked for additional 
ideas, and he introduced Sue Jones who spoke about the possibility of having a wildlife 
area, which he felt would work alongside the play area.  In answer to questions he said 
that the cost of levelling the area, such as was needed, was included in the cost of 
equipment, and that a gate was not currently planned.  The Risk Assessment was being 
reviewed with a view to being presented to the PC at the next meeting.  A response to a 
2nd letter from lawyers acting for a resident who opposed the play area proposal was 
being prepared.  A resident then spoke about his opposition to the proposal.  Dan Lydiate 
would continue the work and would report again to the next meeting.  

Action:  Dan Lydiate 
 
15. Best Kept Village (BKV).  Judging would be in the period mid-May to mid-Jun.  
Robin Tjolle would print the notices and post them this week. 
 
16. Verge Cutting.  The chosen contractor could make the first cut in the 2nd week of 
June, not earlier.  The PC decided to go ahead with that cut.    Action:  Clerk 
 
17. Highways Update.  Alan Jackson had sent a written note since he had to miss the 
meeting at short notice.  The Chairman handed out copies and concentrated on the 
speed limit issue.  Summary:  first, a speed survey would be needed, costing £2750; 
thereafter the cost of actioning a speed limit would be £3000-£4000.  The PC would have 
to pay 30% (the note said 25% but the Clerk maintained the correct figure was 30%), so a 
possible cost to the PC of up to £2025.  The Clerk pointed out that the survey would have 
to be paid for even though there was no guarantee that it would prove the case for a 
speed limit.  An alternative was additional road signs reading ‘please drive carefully 
through our village’ or similar (these words were on the village signs that were replaced 
by the Jubilee signs), at a cost that might be just £1200 (£360 to the PC).  Do nothing 
always remained an option.  The PC decision was to ask Alan Jackson to bring the issue 
back to the next meeting with additional signs fully costed and with clarity on the 
25%/30% question.                Action:  Alan Jackson 
 



MINUTES OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING 13 MAY 19 
 

Chairman 

3 

18. Footpaths.  Pam Walkinshaw reported.  The plaque for the WW1 tree had been 
ordered.  She and Graham had been trimming footpaths at bridges, stiles and gates, with 
an eye on the BKV.  With the help of others and the Charlton Park Estate they had 
cleared a fly-tipping incident on Five Lanes, after which the Estate had agreed to close 
the gate so that the ‘no fly-tipping’ sign could be seen.  The new gate for opposite 
Common End Farm was on order and the new landowners had agreed that it could go 
ahead.  The Meadow Walk on 25 May was prepared with just photography to be 
arranged. 
 
19. PCT Report.  Shayne Smith gave her PCT update.   
 
20. Annual Village Meeting.  John Thorne would check with Jill Kearsley about how 
she saw the meeting going.  The Clerk would email the agenda as it stood. 
 
21. Planning Update.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: 
Allspheres Farm, 3 applications:  extension to an agricultural barn (no objection), 2nd 
floor on existing bungalow (no objection), 8 holiday let lodges (strong objection). 
 
22. Wilts Cllr Update.  Not present. 
 
23. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  The Clerk mentioned a 
new policy at Wilts Council about how requests from the public for highways 
improvements will now be sent to PCs to handle, and that he would talk to Simon 
Kearsley about the impact of new accessibility requirements on the PC webpages. 
 
 
24. Next Meetings.  AVM 20 May, 1 Jul, 2 Sep, 4 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 9pm.  


