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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 14 January 2019 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairperson), Alan Jackson, Dan Lydiate, Shayne 
Smith, John Thorne, Robin Tjolle, Pam Walkinshaw; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 
9 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  A member of the public raised 2 points: 
 

 Questioned why the Parish Steward had recently repaired just a couple of local 
potholes when there were so many more to do in Follyfield.   

o She was given the answer that the Parish Steward only carried a couple of 
pots of cold-fill material so could only repair small potholes and a small 
number of them.  Follyfield’s answer remained the complete repair which 
Wilts Council had agreed to programme in the next 3 years. 

 Requested a PPG update article for the Grapevine. 
 
3. Declarations of Interest.  Shayne Smith declared an interest at the start of Item 8. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (5 Nov 18) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed, no actions outstanding.   
 
6. Finance.  There was £3175 in the two accounts (plus the £5000 earmarked for 
the Amenity Area Playground).  No payments were needed. The forecast end-of-year 
balance had increased because there would be no invoice for verge-cutting this year. 
 
7. Precept 2019/20 Part 1.  Known and regular items in the budget for the year 
ahead were agreed, including an increase for the hire of the North Aisle for PC 
meetings from £91 to £105.  Cllrs were content with the forecast reserve of £1800(+). 
 
8. Amenity Area.  First, Shayne Smith declared an interest due to where she lived 
and said that she would take part in discussions but would not vote.  Robin Tjolle gave an 
update and said that the Playground Committee now needed PC direction; further, a 
lawyer’s letter had arrived, with 2 main objections based on the Deeds requirements 
concerning a ‘public open space’ and ‘no nuisance/annoyance’.  The Committee’s legal 
advice last year (which had been circulated to Cllrs for this meeting together with the 
lawyer’s letter of objection) had rebutted both points, although he acknowledged that the 
‘nuisance/annoyance’ point could be argued both ways.  The PC now needed to decide 
the way ahead.  Cllrs then spoke in turn, thanking Robin Tjolle and the Committee for 
their work and saying that the legal advice looked sound and the complaint should be 
rejected; Alan Jackson said we should maintain communication with the immediate 
residents and be open to mitigation measures.  The Chairperson then allowed 2 members 
of the public the chance to speak: the first complained about many things but nothing of 
relevance to the question the PC now needed to answer; the second lived right next to 
the Amenity Area and expressed concerns about property value, nuisance and 
annoyance and said he would fight hard against the proposal.  The PC voted to reject the 
lawyer’s letter of objection and to continue to support the area being a play area.  Robin 
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Tjolle then said he needed to step down from leading the work; Dan Lydiate offered to set 
up a further Committee meeting and seek a volunteer to take over the Chair.  The Clerk 
would draft the response letter and clear with Chairperson and RT. 

Action:  Clerk, Dan Lydiate 
 
9. Defibrillator.  John Thorne said that he had been looking at the 2 possible locations 
for the defibrillator – the bus shelter and the phone box.  SSE’s estimate for provision of 
electricity to the bus shelter was £5900-£6500 plus VAT.  He had put a notice in the 
Grapevine about the possibility of ending the public telephone in the phonebox and had 
had no reaction.  He therefore proposed that the PC should ‘adopt’ the phonebox from BT 
for £1 and place a SWAST defibrillator in it at a cost of £1800 but £300 after the MLOF 
donation.  The PC agreed.  The Clerk suggested that the PC should consider a CHT 
machine as an option as the CHT package for a phonebox might be advantageous, also 
that £200 for installation costs should be included in the budget.     Action:  John Thorne 
 
10. Footpath 9 New Gate.  Pam Walkinshaw reported that the Area Board had granted 
£187.50, and she handed over the £25 cash contribution from Julia Hart.  The gate was 
likely to be available for delivery by Rights of Way in April.  She proposed that the PC 
should now agree to replace the existing gate and stile.  The PC agreed.    

  Action:  Pam Walkinshaw 
 
11. Request for Support for Charlton Recreation Centre.  Charlton Recreation Centre 
Committee had written requesting support both financial towards one of their current 
projects and in terms of increased involvement of Hankerton residents.  John Thorne 
volunteered to put himself up for their Committee and to report back after which the PC 
could consider financial support.  The PC agreed.           Action:  John Thorne 
 
12. Verge Cutting.  Ted Grierson had retired from cutting the village verges after many 
years.  If the PC wanted to continue to cut the verges it would have to go out to tender.  
Complications were briefly discussed including the evidence of 2018 when no additional 
cuts were needed due to the timing of the Wilts Council cut and the exceptionally dry and 
hot summer; the tender process would need to reflect this somehow.  The PC agreed to 
continue with the cuts.  The Clerk would obtain quotes.   Action:  Clerk 
 
13. Precept 2019/20 Part 2 - Decision.  Adding the amounts agreed under Items 8-12, 
an unchanged Precept of £4100 was agreed.       Action:  Clerk 
 
14. Emergency Plan.  Dan Lydiate had sent copies of his Emergency Plan to Cllrs in 
advance.  There were 3 versions – the master version with full personal contact details 
held by the PC, a public version without personal contact details and a similar copy for 
Wilts Council.  In this iteration, some people on previous plans with specialist skills had 
asked not to be included, and elements which would incur a financial burden to the Parish 
(ie sandbags) had been removed as, on balance, he felt the cost outweighed the 
advantage.  The PC thanked and congratulated him on his work. 
 
15. Village Litterpick.  Alan Jackson offered to run the litterpick.  The chosen date was 
Sat 23 Mar.  He would talk to Dave Wood to find out the arrangements. 

        Action:  Alan Jackson  
 
16. Village Footpaths Day.  Pam Walkinshaw proposed a Footpaths Walk Day – a 
community outing via footpaths to Cloatley Meadows, having met at the church, and 
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finishing with a picnic at the Amenity Area.  Her proposed date was Sat 25 May.  Robin 
Tjolle suggested she contact Ellie Jones who was responsible for community involvement 
for WWT.  Shayne Smith suggested as a courtesy she should inform the near neighbour 
of the Amenity Area.  PW would update this item at the next meeting. 
           Action:  Pam Walkinshaw 
17. WW1 Commemoration.  Pam Walkinshaw proposed that the PC acknowledge and 
thank the HHG for the WW1 exhibition with its in-depth research and personal details; the 
Remembrance service (55 people attended) had been outstanding; and she proposed the 
PC should buy a plaque for the tree.  She would research a plaque and bring information 
to the next meeting for a decision.       Action:  Pam Walkinshaw 
 
18. Highways.  Alan Jackson mentioned recent past work especially Church Lane and 
reported that the Dolmans Farm culvert would have to wait for dry weather for completion.  
On stones on verges, he had written a notice for the next Grapevine and for the website.  
On speed limits there was brief discussion after which the PC agreed it wanted to try for a 
limit; he would initiate this as a CATG issue.            Action:  Alan Jackson 
 
19. Update – Footpaths.  Pam Walkinshaw reported on a successful resolution through 
helpful landowners of the FP 1 problem she reported at the last meeting, and she praised 
work by the Charlton Park Estate clearing FP26 and encouraged people to walk it.  She 
had replaced the damp bus shelter map with a laminated version (and stripped ivy off the 
back wall).  There had been more fly-tipping on Down Lane including asbestos at the 
FP24 gateway.  Robin Tjolle suggested he get another sign and the PC agreed.  Finally 
she would place a Footpath News report in the Grapevine.   

 Action:  Robin Tjolle, Pam Walkinshaw 
 
20. PCT Report.  Shayne Smith reported. 
 
21. Planning Update.  Planning had been quiet for some months.  One planning 
application had just been circulated – Bullocks Horn Place, a 2-storey rear extension to 
replace an existing flat-roofed 2-storey rear extension – no objection. 
 
22. Wilts Council Update.  Wilts Cllr not present. 
 
23. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  Winter Plan update. 
 
24. Next Meetings.  Dates of next meetings: 4 Mar, 13 May (APM), 20 May 
(APCM), 1 Jul, 2 Sep, 4 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.20pm. 


