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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 5 November 2018 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairperson), Alan Jackson, Shayne Smith, John 
Thorne, Pam Walkinshaw; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 2 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllr Robin Tjolle, Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  None. 
 
3. Declarations of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (3 Sep 18) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed, no actions outstanding.   
 
6. Finance.  There was £3173 in the two accounts (plus the £5000 earmarked for 
the Amenity Area Playground).  No payments were needed.  
 
7. Cllrs’ Portfolios Review.  Jill Kearsley said that Dan Lydiate had agreed to take 
on the Winter Plan.  She checked that all Cllrs were content with their portfolios – all 
were. 
 
8. PC Procedure.  The proposal was that decisions involving minor expense might be 
made between meetings, if necessary, if entirely uncontroversial, if explicitly agreed by all 
Cllrs, and up to an agreed expense limit.  Cllrs agreed the proposal with a limit of £50. 
 
9. Stones on Verges.  Alan Jackson said that he had not yet been able to have a 
detailed discussion with Highways (he was due to meet them tomorrow).  He suggested 
that at least we could communicate to residents the public liability of anyone who had 
stones and other obstructions on the verges.  The PC agreed, and he would draft a notice 
after discussing with Highways.             Action:  Alan Jackson 
 
10. WW1 Commemorative Trees.  Alan Jackson said that of the possible locations 
suggested at the last meeting Tom Law was not interested in having any new trees on his 
land and that the only viable option was the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust land – they were keen; 
the downside was how far away from the village it was.  However it was then discovered 
that the church may be about to plant a tree in the wildlife area of the churchyard, though 
it was not known whether there was any connection between this and WW1 
commemoration.  Alan Jackson would contact the churchwardens about it.  It was also 
suggested that WWT land should remain an option as ‘Plan B’.     Action:  Alan Jackson 
 
11. Defibrillators.  John Thorne said that the location options for a defibrillator were the 
phone box, the bus shelter and the church.  He had not discussed it with the church.  The 
phone box could be used through BT’s ‘adopt a phonebox’ scheme but this meant that 
the telephone itself would be given up.  The bus shelter had no access to power; he was 
in the process of getting a cost estimate from SSE for the provision of power, and 
suggested that if this were over £100 it would be too much.  He would write a note for the 
Grapevine seeking views on giving up the public telephone, and report back to the next 
meeting.                Action:  John  Thorne 
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12. Review of Winter Plan.  Dan Lydiate would now take over the Winter Plan, update 
it and bring it back to the next meeting.     Action:  Dan Lydiate 
 
13. Precept 2019/20.  The Clerk had produced a first draft example budget for next 
year and a briefing note showing that the tax base had reduced slightly meaning that for 
the same precept householder charges would be about ½% greater than this year.  The 
precept would need to be decided at the next meeting. 
 
14. Footpaths Update.  Pam Walkinshaw reported.  On the gate and stile replacement 
opposite Common End Farm, the landowner had offered a £25 contribution and Wilts 
Council could order the replacement gate in January for delivery in April, still at a cost of 
£150 but a 25% grant from the Area Board was a possibility.  WWT had fitted new gates 
throughout their area and the bridges were clear.  FP1 had a number of problems; she 
had cleared hedge growth from the first bridge and was working on the rest of the route.  
The bus shelter map had some damp and she would replace it with a laminated copy. 
 
15. Highways Update.  Alan Jackson reported.  All ‘qualifying’ potholes had been 
repaired over past weeks.  He would keep talking to the Highways engineer and the 
Parish Steward.  The lack of any speed limit in the village and on surrounding lanes was 
raised; he would investigate this.             Action:  Alan Jackson  
 
16. PCT Report.  Shayne Smith reported, mentioning:  flu vaccinations started; 
improved access to GPs – Malmesbury PCC opening Thu evenings to 8pm and Sat 
mornings; free wifi in the surgery; 3-seater benches in the surgery; and a Malmesbury 
League of Friends £1500 donation for toys in the surgery. 
 
17. Planning Update.  No planning applications considered by the PC since the last 
meeting nor had any affecting Hankerton been considered at Wilts Council. 
 
18. Wilts Council Update.  Wilts Cllr not present. 
 
19. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  Winter Plan update. 
 
22. Next Meetings.  Date of next meeting was changed from 7 to 14 Jan.  Other 
meeting dates: 4 Mar, 13 May (APM), 20 May (APCM), 1 Jul, 2 Sep, 4 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.56pm. 


