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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 3 September 2018 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairperson), Alan Jackson, John Thorne, Robin 
Tjolle, Pam Walkinshaw; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 8 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllr Shayne Smith, Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Members of the public made 2 points: 
 

a. One commended the Footpaths Cllr for her action on a notice that was 
posted on one of the Footpaths maps.  There was general support for this 
comment.  Pam Walkinshaw responded that she was grateful for the support she 
had received, and that she had deleted the offending detail on the Wiltshire 
Council-produced maps. 

 
b. Another complained about what he described as an increasing trend of 
householders placing stones etc on the verges outside their properties.  Alan 
Jackson (Highways Cllr), mentioning that he had some himself, would investigate 
this with Wiltshire Highways and report back to the PC. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Co-option into PC Vacancy.  There was a vacancy on the PC that we have 
authority to fill by co-option.  Two candidates had come forward but only one was able 
to attend this meeting.  Dan Lydiate then briefly introduced himself and his reasons for 
wanting to join the PC, after which the PC agreed unanimously to co-opt him.  He took a 
seat at the table (and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office at the end of the 
meeting). 
 
6. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (2 Jul 18) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed, no actions outstanding.   
 
7. Finance.  There was £3269 in the two accounts (plus the £5000 earmarked for 
the Amenity Area Playground).  The following payments were authorised:  

 cheque number 390, £59.98, to Pam Walkinshaw for the 2 frames for footpath 
maps, authorised during Item 12. 

 Additionally the Direct Debit form for the annual Data Protection fee (£40 but 
reduced to £35 if paid by Direct Debit) was signed. 

 
8. PC Procedure.  The Clerk explained why he had rejected the recent between-
meetings emailed proposal involving new expenditure:  LGA 1972, Schedule 12, 
Paragraph 39(1) requires that Local Authority decisions be made in meetings.  He 
acknowledged that Planning decisions were not made by the PC in this way, but at least 
the PC had decided formally to use the email system.  He suggested a possible 
alternative – that the PC could perhaps decide to allow decisions involving small 
payments, perhaps up to £50.  He would put this on the next meeting agenda. 

Action:  Clerk 
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9. Amenity Area Playground.  Robin Tjolle said that there were no developments to 
report at this stage but that the Committee would meet again in the next 2 months. 
 
10. WW1 Commemorative Trees.  Alan Jackson reported following the rejection by 
Highways of our chosen location at the bus shelter.  He had looked at other areas eg the 
Amenity Area but not found anywhere and asked for other ideas from others. Suggestions 
then were the area in front of the Amenity Area, an area beside Church Farm drive, 
‘Muddy Corner’, and the WWT area.  Alan Jackson would follow up.  

        Action:  Alan Jackson 
 
11. Defibrillators.  The Clerk summarised points from his briefing note.  John Thorne 
said that he had the names of 5 volunteers to run the governance checks; he then 
proposed that the PC should provide a defibrillator and that it should be the South West 
Ambulance Service offer model.  £1500 of the £1800 4-year cost had been offered by the 
Malmesbury League of Friends, so that the cost to the PC after reimbursement would be 
£300.  The PC agreed.  The key outstanding point was the location.  John Thorne would 
lead the project and would report back to the next meeting, about all details and notably 
about the location.               Action:  John  Thorne 
 
12. Footpaths Update.  Pam Walkinshaw reported.  She was trying to make sure all 
rights of way were clearly signed.  Now clearing FP 26 with permission from the Farm 
Manager.  Central village paths were clear.  Next would be FP11 and BW 15.  Four more 
maps arriving.  All maps in booklet edited and gridded and now on website (thanks to 
those who did the work).  Walks box in church porch with laminated copies and plain 
paper copies well used, and notices in church and bus shelter.  Maybe other people 
would write new walks, with Hankerton website to become hub for healthy walking.  She 
proposed replacing the gate and stile opposite Common End Farm, with landowner 
permission, and with Footpaths Warden advice she proposed a ‘Bristol’ gate, a 10ft gate 
with pedestrian panel inserted; cost if ordered through Wilts Council £150 (no VAT or 
delivery charge), plus additional £150 if Footpaths Warden does the work; but could 
request 25% from Area Board.  Could be ordered in January for work in April.  PC 
expressed interest in self-fitting (would be postcrete cost too).  PC asked her to request a 
contribution from the landowner.  Finally the PC authorised reimbursement to her of 
£59.98 for 2 frames for footpath maps in the bus shelter and at the church.   
           Action:  Pam Walkinshaw 
 
13. Area Board Report.  Pam Walkinshaw had been unable to attend. 
 
14. PCT Report.  Shayne Smith had sent apologies for this meeting, but she had sent 
a written update to all Cllrs and had placed some items on the website and noticeboards. 
 
15. Highways.  Alan Jackson reported.  He had audited all the roads in the parish, 
found 41 problems and sent the record to Highways.  Highways had visited in August and 
reviewed them all:  11 were of the requisite size to be repaired as a priority.  Larger scale 
repairs at Cloatley End and on Church Lane were hoped to be done before 1 Apr 19.  
Follyfield had been noted for complete re-surfacing, having been recorded as one of the 
worst 20 sites in Wiltshire; this would need to find its way through budget screening and 
could be done sometime in the next 3 years.  Highways then discovered that the turning 
circle at the end of Church Lane was their responsibility, and they will programme some 
resurfacing.  This might mean the gravel look is lost; if residents wanted to maintain the 
gravel look they would have to fund the gravel and the spreading. 
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16. Planning Update.  No planning applications considered by the PC since the last 
meeting nor had any affecting Hankerton been considered at Wilts Council. 
 
17. Wilts Council Update.  Wilts Cllr not present. 
 
18. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  Next meeting:  ability to 
spend small amounts of money between meetings (eg £50);  Cllr portfolios review. 
 
22. Next Meetings.  5 Nov.  Following dates agreed for 2019:  7 Jan, 4 Mar, 13 
May (APM), 20 May (APCM), 1 Jul, 2 Sep, 4 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 9pm. 


