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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 2 July 2018 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs John Thorne (Chairman), Shayne Smith, Pam Walkinshaw: M R 
Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 6 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllrs Jill Kearsley, Robin Tjolle, Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  A member of the public said that when 
last year the PC had installed 3 new footpath gates a landowner in the area had stated 
a preference to install a gate of their own choice at their own cost, and that this has not 
yet happened.  Pam Walkinshaw undertook to follow up on this, starting with checking 
with Catherine Grierson about the background. 
 
3. Declarations of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Filling the PC Vacancies.  There were 2 vacancies on the PC to be filled by co-
option.  Three candidates had originally come forward; one was in the room, one had 
had to drop out pending obtaining permission under Queen’s Regulations for the Armed 
Forces (but was in the room and explained his situation in person), and the third proved 
unable to attend the meeting although the reason wasn’t currently known.  Alan Jackson 
of Laurel Farm then introduced himself and his reasons for offering himself for co-
option, after which the PC agreed unanimously to co-opt him.  He signed his 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took a seat at the table. 
 
6. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (16 May 18) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed, no actions outstanding.   
 
7. Finance.  There was £450+ in the current account and £7693.10 in the deposit 
account.  The following payment was authorised: 

 cheque number 389, £42, to the Clerk for 50% of his SSLC membership. 
 
The PC needed a new cheque signatory.  It was agreed it should be Pam Walkinshaw. 

 
8. Defibrillators.  The Clerk summarised the results of his research.  John Thorne 
reported that 3 people had come forward offering to join a team responsible for looking 
after a device.  In discussion he said he felt that 3 people were not enough, and noting 
that this was a significant decision he felt we should defer it to the next meeting, 
meanwhile he would re-advertise for volunteers.  He asked the Clerk to summarise his 
research on paper.               Action:  John Thorne, Clerk 
 
9. WW1 Commemorative Tree-Planting – Arrangements.  In discussion the following 
points were raised: 

 John Thorne would ask Philip Carter about a church service on that day (Sun 11 
Nov 18). 

 We should consider stakes and such equipment. 

 Must think about exactly where each tree should go.  The Clerk would check with 
Highways for any limitations. 
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 Should there be a commemorative plaque? 

 Alan Jackson agreed to lead the project. 
     Action:  John Thorne, Clerk, Alan Jackson 

 
10. Risk Register Review.  The Risk Register was reviewed and agreed with no 
amendments needed. 
 
11. Highways Portfolio.  Alan Jackson having already volunteered, the PC agreed. 
 
12. Area Board Report.  Pam Walkinshaw reported.  She had found attending her first 
meeting instructive and heartening, the latter particularly because of the focus on Youth.  
About 6 villages in the Area have funding for youth cafes/drop-in centres, generally aimed 
at the 10-14 age-group.  She would stay in touch with this and the developing numbers of 
young families in Hankerton. 
 
13. Footpaths Update.  Pam Walkinshaw reported on her first weeks in the role.  She 
had talked to Bunny Lees-Smith and David and Claudine Pynn whom she thanked, and 
had met the Wiltshire Council Rights of Way officer; had checked all the close-in 
footpaths and would move on to the outlying paths; had replaced some waymark signs 
and ordered replacements for others but had found the signage in good condition; had 
cleared some overgrown footpaths; and had liaised with a couple of farmers.  She 
proposed: 

 Putting a new footpath map in the bus shelter, and possibly replacing the old map 
in the church porch.  For the former she would bring a costed proposal to a future 
meeting for agreement, for the latter she would talk first to Bunny L-S who she 
understood had put it there. 

 Putting the village booklet walks on the website.  She would talk to Simon 
Kearsley. 

 Holding an annual Footpaths Maintenance Day (in June)(similar to the Litter-Pick) 
in which residents would be encouraged to take clippers with them and cut back 
vegetation.  To be raised again in January. 

  Action:  Pam Walkinshaw 
 
14. PCT Report.  Shayne Smith reported that the recent June meeting had been 
cancelled due to lack of attendees.  The next meeting was due on 6 Aug. 
 
15. Planning Update.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: 1 and 
2 Emmet Hill Fields, PNCOUs on 2 tumble-down metal-framed barns that were really of 
much more significance to Minety PC (no objections, but Minety PC had objected 
strongly).  Applications decided at Wilts Council since last meeting: nil.  Afternote:  Wilts 
Council have recently turned down both PNCOUs.  Current Planning Applications (nil). 
 
16. Wilts Council Update.  Wilts Cllr not present. 
 
21. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting. 
 
22. Next Meetings.  3 Sep, 5 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 9pm. 


