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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 5 March 2018 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 
 

Present:  Parish Cllrs John Thorne (Chairman), Robin Tjolle, Pam Walkinshaw, Shayne 
Smith; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 4 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllrs Jill Kearsley and David Wood. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Bunny Lees-Smith asked whether there had 
been any response from the various agencies who had been written to after the autumn 
flooding in the Hankerton Bridge pumping station vicinity.  The answer was no but David 
Pynn had sent the communications and he was unable to attend this meeting. 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (8 Jan 18) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed.  No actions were outstanding. 
  
6. Finance.  The current and deposit accounts jointly held c£2690 with the last 
payments of the year, due now, of c£1332, so the forecast end of year balance was 
c£1358.  The following payments were agreed but were not signed as no cheque 
signatories were at the meeting: 
 

 Cheque number 378, cancelled 

 379, £262.57, HMRC for Clerk's PAYE. 

 380, £1050.30, Clerk's salary. 

 381, £19.03, Clerk's expenses for the year.. 
 
7. Cllr Vacancy.  There were no candidates.  However Cllrs knew of at least one 
interested person and Robin Tjolle would follow up with her.    Action:  Robin Tjolle 
 
8. Amenity Area Playground.  Robin Tjolle gave an update.  The 3 Mar public meeting 
had been successful with good attendance, including both families with young children and 
some who opposed the idea.  The hope had been to be able to form a committee to take 
the project on, to look at feasibility, costs etc, and at the end of the meeting 13 people were 
ready to join a committee, including some of those who were opposed.  It was hoped that 
the first meeting would be very soon, perhaps next Saturday or the one after.  A resident (of 
Old Farm Close) was allowed to speak from the floor; she had been unable to get to the 
public meeting but wanted to express her fears that this was overall not safe and the wrong 
place.  Robin Tjolle responded that they were points that the committee would need to take 
account of, and the Chairman said that the points had been raised by others on Saturday 
and suggested that she might consider joining the committee.  Shayne Smith wondered 
whether we could ask to buy extra land from the neighbouring landowner but this was 
committee business. 
 
9. Sport Relief.  John Thorne reported that the village would not hold a Sport Relief 
event this year because Sport Relief was being run differently this year with no support for 
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local events (eg water, medals etc).  For the future he said he would be prepared to 
organise a Sport Relief-type event as a playground fund-raiser, if people wanted. 
 
10. First Aid (CPR) Training 31 Mar.  Shayne Smith gave a brief update from Dave 
Wood. He had liaised with the coffee morning people and had posted notices on 
noticeboards and on the website. 
 
11. Defibrillator.  The Clerk confirmed that Malmesbury.League of Friends was offering 
up to £1500 towards the purchase cost (not installation or maintenance costs) of a 
defibrillator.  There was brief preliminary discussion about whether this might change the 
PC position, with a member of the public commenting that he had researched it carefully 
and was convinced that it was not appropriate for Hankerton.  It was agreed we should look 
at it properly at the May meeting.           Action:  Clerk 
 
12. Annual Village Meeting Arrangements.  The PC agreed the agenda and publicity to 
be the same as last year; John Thorne agreed to take on the publicity.  Shayne Smith 
agreed to provide the refreshments and the PC agreed to spend up to £56.      
              Action:  John Thorne, Shayne Smith 
  
13. Cllr Responsibilities.  With Catherine Grierson's resignation we needed new 
nominations for Footpaths, Emergency Plan and a bank account signatory.  Pam 
Walkinshaw took on Footpaths (noting that she would need plenty of help and advice for 
the first 6 months or so); it was believed that Jill Kearsley had already taken on Emergency 
Plan responsibility; and John Thorne agreed to be a cheque signatory. 
 
14. Best Kept Village.  The PC dcided not to enter the Best Kept Village competition this 
year.  Agreed that the question should continue to be asked each year. 
 
15. Area Board - Litter-Pickers Presentation.  The Area Board wanted to thank some 
litter-pickers at their 8 May meeting.  Pam Walkinshaw will be attending both the Area 
Board and the Litterpick so would represent the litter-pickers.     Action: Pam Walkinshaw 
 
16. GDPR Update.  The Clerk said that a 60-page 'GDPR Toolkit' had just arrived from 
NALC; he had not yet had time to absorb it all.  It was clear that GDPR was a serious 
business, not to be taken lightly - even though he still had difficulty identifying any personal 
data that the PC held other than the list of Cllrs with contact details.  There was still the 
problem of the legal requirement to appoint a Data Protection Officer (DPO) who had 
'expert knowledge of data protection law and practice'.  Various companies had been in 
touch offering DPO services for a fee - the fees had started at about £850 per year but the 
latest had been only £150 per year for a parish council.  The mood of the meeting was not 
to appoint a DPO but this was not for a decision at this stage.  GDPR comes into effect on 
25 May 18. 
 
17. Litter-Pick 3 Mar.  Shayne Smith reported for Dave Wood that the Litter-pick had 
been postponed to 24 Mar, all other details the same. 
 
18. Highways.  Shayne Smith read from a written note by Dave Wood.  The recent visit 
by our Area Highways Engineer had resulted in him accepting that patching repairs were 
needed to Church Lane, Follyfield and Cloatley End, however the timescale was 6-12 
months.  John Thorne would put a report into the Grapevine.   Action:  John Thorne 
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19. Footpaths.  No points from any Cllr.  There was discussion about the recent success 
of the snow plan.  The salt bin was used, a road closure sign was put up at the entrance to 
Five Lanes, and the snow was cleared from the roads by Tom Law.  John Thorne would put 
a report into the Grapevine.        Action:  John Thorne     
 
20. PCT Report.  Shayne Smith gave a brief PCT report. 
 
21. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting:  Mortons -  
demolish sheds, replace by ancillary accommodation; Cloatley Manor - demolish and 
rebuild external dry-stone wall; Dolman's Farmhouse - rear extension and glazed link; no 
objection on all.  Applications decided at Wilts Council since last meeting:  Purlieus Farm - 
roof terrace, Mortons and Cloatley Manor - all approved. 
 
22. Wilts Council Update.  Not attending. 
 
23. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  Nil. 
 
24. Next Meetings.  14 May (AVM), 21 May (APCM), 2 Jul, 3 Sep, 5 Nov.   
 
The meeting closed at 8.43pm.   


