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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 8 January 2018 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 
 

Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Catherine Grierson, John Thorne (from 
Item 18), Robin Tjolle, Pam Walkinshaw, David Wood; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); 
and 3 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  John Thorne had sent a message that his train had been cancelled 
and he would be late. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  None. 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Cllr Vacancy.  One candidate had come forward for co-option to the Parish 
Council - Mrs Shayne Smith of Old Farm Close.  The PC voted unanimously to co-opt 
her.  She was attending the meeting so took a seat directly, first completing her 
Acceptance of Office. 
 
6. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (6 Nov 17) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed.  No actions were outstanding. 
  
7. Finance.  The current and deposit accounts jointly held c£2960 with expected 
payments in the rest of the year of c£1647, so the forecast end of year balance was 
c£1310.  The following payments were agreed: 
 

 Cheque number 374, £144, Ted Grierson for verge-cutting. 

 375, £150, to the Grapevine to make £400 for the year. 
 
8. Precept 2018/19 Part 1. The PC agreed increases to the churchyard support 
payment (to £850) and to the Grapevine (to £500), and a special payment of £300 to 
help with the cost to the PCC of clearing away damaged trees.  Other standard 
payments agreed as proposed.  No money would be offered to Charlton Village Hall 
since Hankerton's efforts needed to be focussed on the Amenity Area playground.  The 
PCC was asking for additional help towards the exceptional cost of £1650 for removal of 
dangerous trees; this was left until Item 13. 
 
9. Amenity Area.  Robin Tjolle briefed on the planning so far on erecting a children's 
play area there.  The projected total cost was £14800, with possibly a continuing annual 
requirement of up to £800 for inspections, maintenance etc.  The current intention was 
not to commit PC funds to the capital costs, and there was unlikely to be any need for 
running costs in the coming year, so no impact on the 2018/19 precept.  The intention 
was to call an open meeting about it within a few weeks, then to create a fund-raising 
group.  Insurance still needed investigation.   Action:  Robin Tjolle, Chairman 
 
10. First Aid (CPR) Training.  Dave Wood spoke about the planning so far.  Oliver 
Dalton from the village, a paramedic with the Ambulance Service, had agreed to 
conduct a 4-hour session, on Sat 31 Mar, starting at 9.30am, in the North Aisle.  (The 
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impact on the planned coffee morning was acknowledged;  it was also noted that a 
police consultation visit was due that morning.)  We need to know the number attending 
as if more than 12 a second instructor was required.  The cost would be £1 per person 
for consumables, but it was agreed that the PC would pay this.  Attendees would be 
encouraged to make an on-the-spot donation to the Air Ambulance.  Publicity was 
needed now¨ a notice on the website and in the Grapevine, and leaflets for which John 
Thorne would write the copy and which the Chairman would print and distribute.  
Afternote:  the PCC has said it will waive any charge for this use of the North 
Aisle.              Action:  Dave Wood, John Thorne, Chairman 
 
11. GDPR.  Nothing to report at this stage. 
 
12. Flood Prevention.  David Pynn was unable to attend the meeting so had sent a 
note.  He had sent photographs of flooding from the Hankerton Bridge pumping station 
manholes to Wessex Water, the Environment Agency and the Wilts Council Flood 
Working Group, and he hoped that they would enable the PC to object to the Crudwell 
housing development; but the PC had already objected and the consultation had closed 
in September.  He had also photographed and reported flooding of the lane at Murcott, 
in Crudwell Parish, which was a regular feature but he thought much worse now; the 
Clerk would mention it to their Clerk.  And he recommended that the PC request an 
explanation from SSE about the power cut on 27 Dec; but the PC declined, since there 
had been very strong winds that night and power cuts in many other places. 
 
13. Precept 2018/19 Part 2 - Decision.  From Items 9-12 the only additional cost was 
a small cost, perhaps up to £20, for the 1st Aid training.  The PC then agreed to offer 
the PCC £300 towards the tree work.  The end-of-year balance, also the reserve, would 
be £1000 and the PC decided to increase this to £1500 in the coming year.  Taking 
account of the £160 VAT reclaim due next year, the Precept was set at £4100, an 
increase of 8.93%, and causing a £1.99 increase in Band D charges to £26.38 (+8.16% 
due to the beneficial Tax Base change). 
 
14. Area Board.  The Area Board on Wed 10 Jan was focussed on Parish Councils.  
Pam Walkinshaw would attend and would give a short update which she had discussed 
with the Chairman.  She would also be prepared to speak about the bid for funding for 
the play area which was due at this meeting. 
 
15. Defibrillator.  Malmesbury League of Friends had written to say that they were 
keen to buy defibrillators for local villages.  Partly because the 1st Aid trainer for 31 Mar 
had urged that the village should have one (and he would bring one with him to show 
how simple they were), the PC decided that, in spite of the negative decision in Nov 17, 
they would be interested in hearing more. 
 
16. PCT Representative.  When retiring from the PC Georgina Carter had offered to 
continue as the PCT rep.  Now that the PC had a full complement, Cllrs thought that the 
PC should take on the responsibility.  Shayne Smith agreed that she would do it.  
Georgina Carter would be asked to cover until Shayne Smith took over in March. 
 
17. Highways.  Dave Wood had reported the Church Lane potholes to Highways and 
had listed the Cloatley Road t-junction pothole for Parish Steward action.  
 



MINUTES OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 8 JAN 18 

Chairman 

3 

18. Footpaths.  Nothing significant to report.  But the Emergency Plan had worked 
during the recent heavy snowfall; John Thorne would summarise the Emergency Plan 
for the Grapevine.              Action:  John Thorne 
 
19. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting:  Purlieus 
Farm - roof terrace (no objection); Mortons -  demolish sheds, replace by ancillary 
accommodation; Cloatley Manor - demolish and rebuild external dry-stone wall (last 2 
still open for comment). Applications decided at Wilts Council since last meeting:  nil. 
 
20. Wilts Council Update.  Not attending. 
 
21. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  For the next meeting:  
Sport Relief (John Thorne). 
 
20. Next Meetings.  5 Mar, 14 May (AVM), 21 May (APCM), 2 Jul, 3 Sep, 5 Nov.   
 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm.   


