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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Held on Monday 6 November 2017 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 
 

Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Catherine Grierson, John Thorne, Robin 
Tjolle, Pam Walkinshaw, David Wood; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 7 members of 
the public. 

 
 The Chairman started by welcoming Pam Walkinshaw to the Parish Council. 
 

1. Apologies.  None. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  The resident who at the last meeting had 
asked the PC to look at the question of a public access defibrillator for the village said 
that since raising that point he had looked at it himself and had now come to the 
conclusion that it would not be appropriate for Hankerton; he wished to withdraw his 
request for the PC to look at it. 
 
He had also, at the last meeting, complained about the speed of tractors and other 
agricultural machinery through the village, and now added that he had spoken to the 
local policeman about it, who has said that it is a common complaint across Wiltshire; 
and noting the comment that much of the traffic was contractors and others buying 
straw off the field rather than local farmers themselves, he asked the PC to consider 
asking local farmers to write into their contracts with contractors the need to control their 
speeds.  After a short discussion it was agreed that the PC would look at it at the May 
2018 meeting.                Action:  Clerk 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (4 Sep 17) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed.  One action was outstanding - 
the Clerk reported that he had not written to local farmers about speed on the roads 
because of the problem after the meeting in identifying who should fairly be written to. 
  
6. Finance.  The Clerk reported that the current and deposit accounts held c£2960 
with expected payments in the rest of the year of c£1647, so the forecast end of year 
balance was c£1310.  (Afternote: these figures updated by the addition of the fly-
tipping sign invoice.)  Given that there had been an unbudgeted payment of c£670 for 
kissing gates this figure was as expected.  No payments were made.   
 
7. Area Board.  Mrs Pam Walkinshaw was appointed as the PC's Area Board rep.  
She was happy to do it but regretted that she was not able to attend the next meeting 
due on Wed 8 Nov.  The Clerk would send her a link to the relevant page of the Wilts 
Council website.  It was pointed out that the previous Cllr responsible had been 
selective about which meetings he had attended based on the agenda. 
 
8. Defibrillator.  The Chairman said that she had researched the subject and that 
she did not recommend that Hankerton should have one.  Other Cllrs agreed including 
mentioning that some heart problems would be better dealt with by CPR on the spot 
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rather than using up time in trying to collect or take the patient to a defibrillator.  Dave 
Wood then asked whether the PC saw any advantage in having a CPR training session 
for the village; it was agreed that he would approach potential providers and find out 
what was possible including costs.               Action:  Dave Wood 
 
9. Amenity Area.  Robin Tjolle reported on his investigations into building a 
childrens' play area on the Amenity Area.  Since the last meeting he had met Ollie 
Phipps (CEM for Malmesbury Area Board) to show him the site and explain the possible 
plan, had met 3 potential commercial providers and was awaiting quotes, had seen 
Oaksey's playground and had discussed it with Oaksey PC getting helpful advice, and 
had spoken to Mrs Grey whose land bordered the area but not yet to the immediate 
closest neighbour.  He was confident that funding assistance would be obtainable from 
the Area Board.  John Thorne suggested that we should quantify the interest in the 
village; among other reasons, we might need to be able to quote this to support any 
grant applications.  There was brief discussion about governance once up and running:  
the resulting suggestion was that  it should be run by a sub-committee of the PC.  
Action now:  get the quotes; prepare a grant plan - identification of possible providers; 
engage the community once the first 2 are known.  And Catherine Grierson agreed to 
talk to the immediate close neighbours about it.   
           Action:  Robin Tjolle, Catherine Grierson 
 
10. Prevention of Fly-Tipping.  Robin Tjolle said that he had bought the sign agreed 
at the last meeting and it was now in position (and he handed over the invoice for £20 + 
VAT).  There had been 2 further fly-tipping incidents since the last meeting, in different 
locations on the lane. 
 
11. Snow/Winter/Emergency Plan.  The Chairman said that she and Catherine 
Grierson had collaborated on producing an Emergency Plan from information held by 
Catherine; copies were handed out.  There should be mention of the existence of the 
Plan in the next Grapevine, naming Catherine as the first point of contact in any such 
emergency.  The two salt bins were full.   
 
12. WW1 Memorial Trees.  The PC had agreed at the last meeting to take part, but it 
was now necessary to decide how many trees,  what type, where to plant it/them 
including ensuring landowner permission, even a proposed date of planting.  In 
discussion proposals were made for the churchyard (where 2 large old trees have 
recently had to be felled) and for the old pound (symbolism of thee pound being a place 
of refuge, albeit for wandering animals),  but the decision was to use the site of the bus 
shelter which already held the memorial plaques to Hankerton's only known war death, 
by planting a silver birch to balance with the existing silver birch  and additionally 2 
flowering cherries - so that there would be 2 trees either side of the shelter.  And they 
could be planted on Sun 11 Nov next year - the 11th falling on a Sunday.  It would be 
necessary to clear this proposal with Highways.  Dave Wood agreed to take this on. 
                  Action:  Dave Wood 
 
13. Precept 2018/19 - First Look.  The Tax Base for next year had increased again, 
so that:  if the PC wanted to leave householder payments unchanged, PC income would 
increase from £3764 to £3790; if the PC wanted the same income as the current year, 
householder payments would decrease, in Band D by 17p to £24.22 (both these 
changes being by 0.7%); and if the PC wanted a greater income increase, the 
percentage increase for householders would be lower than the percentage increase for 
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the PC.  The Clerk pointed out that, as shown in Item 6, we were heading for an end-of-
year balance of about £1300.  As always we would have to decide the precept at the 
early-Jan meeting.  If any Cllrs had ideas for further expenditure they should bring them 
forward at the latest at that meeting, also significantly we would need to consider the 
possible cost of the Amenity Area proposal.        Action:  All 
 
14. General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).  GDPR was due to replace current 
data protection law in 2018.  It would require the PC to appoint a Data Protection Officer 
(DPO), and elsewhere the statement was made that the DPO is required to have 
professional experience and knowledge of data protection law.  The Clerk had asked 
WALC to provide some advice and guidance; he also hoped that Wilts Council might 
perhaps appoint a central DPO to cover all small PCs.   
 
15. Broadband Update.  Geoff Preston reported that 11 PCs across Wiltshire had 
responded to his approach, of which 7 had indicated they would be happy to co-operate 
albeit 2 with only a watching brief as they had been promised fibre to their villages next 
year.  This was only c2% of Wiltshire town and parish councils and did not constitute a 
critical mass to influence Wilts Council.  The PC thanked him for trying. 
 
16. Footpaths.  Catherine Grierson reported that  one recent footpath problem had 
just been resolved after much contact (she would telephone thanks to the landowner) 
and another still needed reinstatement after ploughing.   
 
17. Highways.  Dave Wood reported that the grass outside Follyfield had been cut, as 
requested by a resident at the last PC meeting; and that the road subsidence at Cloatley 
was recorded in Highways but there was no news on what they might do about it.. 
 
18. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting:  none. 
Applications decided at Wilts Council since last meeting:  Purlieus Farmhouse, 
conservatory; Stanbury House, extension and alterations, also extension of garage to 
provide garden storage; Rookery Farm Cottage, new garage with store; Allspheres 
Farm, new barn and barn extension; - all approved.  Current Planning Applications:  nil.   
 
19. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  For the next meeting:  re-
look at a PCT rep.  The Clerk reported that revised constituency boundary proposals 
were out for consultation again (17 Oct-11 Dec), but he had noted that they showed that 
our constituency was now to retain the name of North Wiltshire rather than being re-
named Chippenham as had been the initial proposal.  He also reported that a Wiltshire 
Local Plan Review was out for consultation (7 Nov-19 Dec) but only at this stage on the 
scope of the review so he didn't think that the PC needed to get involved. 
 
20. Next Meetings.  8 Jan, 5 Mar, 7 May (AVM), 14 May (APCM), 2 Jul, 3 Sep, 5 
Nov.   
 
The meeting closed at 8.42pm.   


