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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 18 May 2015 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Georgina Carter, Brian Dalton, Terry 
Mockler, John Thorne (Item 13 onward) and David Wood; M R Bromley Gardner 
(Clerk); and 2 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllr Catherine Grierson, Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis, Bunny Lees-Smith.  
John Thorne had warned that he would be late after getting back from London. 
 
2. Election of Chairman.  Jill Kearsley was nominated by a number of the other 
Councillors, agreed to stand, and was unanimously elected. 
 
3. Election of Deputy Chairman.  Dave Wood was nominated by a number of the 
other Councillors, agreed to stand, and was unanimously elected. 
 
4. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  David Wood pointed out that the sentence 
that it had been agreed should be added to the agenda under this item was missing 
from this agenda; the Clerk acknowledged the omission.            Action:  Clerk 
 
Claudine Pynn raised the subject of the poor attendance at the APM last week; how 
could it be improved?  Did newcomers to the village perhaps not understand what the 
APM is?  The PC generally agreed that improved marketing was needed. 
 
5. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
6. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  The Clerk had requested that a subject 
that had arrived in his post only 2 days earlier be added, potentially to allow some work 
to be done before the subject came back for a decision at the July meeting and the 
deadline of end-August to be met.  It would be taken as Item 14. 
 
7. Allocation of Portfolios for 2013/14.  It was agreed that 'Highways' would be split 
off from Footpaths, that Terry Mockler would drop out from that subject, and that David 
Wood and John Thorne would swap the Streetscene and Grants portfolios.  Portfolios 
for the year ahead were agreed as: 
 

 Footpaths – Catherine Grierson 

 Area 1 Committee – Terry Mockler 

 Patients Group – Georgina Carter 

 Flood Prevention – Brian Dalton 

 Amenity Area – Brian Dalton 

 CEV – Catherine Grierson 

 Streetscene/Highways – Dave Wood 

 Grants – John Thorne 

 Information Coord – John Thorne 
 
John Thorne agreed to email Matt Perrott of Wiltshire Highways to let him know of the 
Streetscene change.               Action:  John Thorne 
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8. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 2 Mar 15) had 
been circulated in advance.  There were no outstanding items.   The Minutes were then 
approved and signed. 
 
9. Approval of 2014/15 Accounts.  The accounts for 2014/15 needed to be 
approved at this meeting before being sent off to the external auditors.  The Clerk talked 
the meeting through the accounts and the annual audit report form, including specifically 
the Annual Governance Statement.  The account had been internally audited by Philip 
Carter.  At the end of year 2014/15, the net balance was £1673 (last year £1559).  The 
Parish Council approved the accounts and the audit report was signed.  Meanwhile the 
Clerk informed the meeting that the Govt had announced that it would redeem the 2 
1/2% Consolidated Stock at par in early July. 
 
10. Finance.   

 
a. Current State.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current 
account £385; Business Instant Access account £4988 (precept received in full). 
 
b. Payments.  The following payments were authorised: 
 

 Cheque 331, WALC membership, £112. 

 332, Community First Trading (Insurance renewal), £163.49 

 333, PCC, £841 (churchyard maintenance £750, North Aisle hire £91) 

 334, PCC, £400 for North Aisle. 

 335 - cheque cancelled 

 336, Hankerton Newsletter, £250 

 337, SLCC, £38.50, for 50% of Clerk’s membership 

 338, Catherine Grierson (APM refreshments), £21.94. 
 
The PC decided not to pay the usual £300 to Charlton Village Hall since after a chance 
meeting with the Village Hall Chairman in the supermarket it was understood that the 
finances were currently very good. 
 
11. Amenity Area.  The Chairman spoke.  After the very disappointing attendance at 
the public meeting in the winter that came after her paper consultation to all residents on 
the subject of the future of the Amenity Area, it was necessary to decide what to do now.  
David Wood suggested that we should sell the land and support the purchaser to legally 
remove the covenant requiring that it be kept open to the public.  No-one could think of 
anything else to do, so the Clerk was to write for legal advice on this from lawyers at 
Wiltshire Council.         Action:  Clerk 
 
12. Damaged Verges on Cloatley Road.  Bunny Lees-Smith had provided a map 
marked up with areas where the roadside verge had been damaged exposing the ditch.  
David Wood would follow up with Wiltshire Highways.             Action:  David Wood 
 
13. Broadband.  Following the exchanges at the APM last week about high-speed 
broadband, the Clerk said he had put this on the agenda in case the PC would like to do 
anything, including nominating a lead Cllr.  There was no great interest in doing 
anything about it, but the Clerk was to write to Wilts Council asking for timescales about 
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when fibre-optic was expected to reach Hankerton, given the arrival of the new green 
junction box at the village edge in the area of Hankerton Priory.           Action:  Clerk 
 
14. Parish Emergency Assistance Scheme (PEAS) 2015/16.  The Clerk had asked 
the Chairman to add this to the agenda at short notice because it had arrived with him 
only on Saturday.  Under this scheme Wilts Council would provide a 1-tonne bag of salt 
(and some Snow Warden tabards), and/or a 1-tonne bag of sand together with 50 
empty sandbags, 50 gel sacks, 2 signs and 2 Flood Warden tabards.  The key 
requirement was that the salt and sand were to be kept in a dry secure location with 
easy access.  In discussion the PC wasn't interested in either offer:  on salt, all that was 
required was that Wilts Council top up the gritbins; on sand, it was no use to Hankerton 
as the problem wasn't flood water flowing past but rising on a broad front.  All that was 
wanted was a couple of 'Drive slowly through flood water' signs.           Action:  Clerk 
 
15. Flood Prevention.  Brian Dalton reported.  He complained that the letter referring 
Messrs Law and Greenhill to Wilts Council had not yet been sent.  The Clerk 
acknowledged that this needed doing.  He also asked that WWT be contacted to ask for 
the results of their laser survey of the ditch from Long Pond to the Main River and dates 
of the planned clearance works in August..             Action:  Clerk 
 
16. Updates – Highways and Footpaths.  In Catherine Grierson's absence there was 
no report.   Brian Dalton asked if we could ask Highways how the public get feedback 
on reports they make on Highways problems (eg to 'My Wiltshire').  David Wood said he 
intended to meet our local Highways engineer now that he has taken over the Highways 
portfolio, and would ask this when he does.                  Action:  David Wood  
 
17. Planning.  .  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting:  Bishoper 
Farmhouse - Listed Building Consent (retrospective), No Objection by PC.  Applications 
decided at Wilts Council since last meeting: none.  Current Planning Applications:  
none.  Appeal - Meadow End Murcott (Crudwell Parish). 

 
18. Significant Correspondence - Report.  The Clerk mentioned the Malmesbury 
Area Board request to PCs to promote the 'tea, cake and questions' session they 
intended to hold to support the 'Silver Services' agenda.  The Chairman undertook to do 
this through the website.        Action:  Chairman 
 
19. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting. The Chairman mentioned 
the Best Kept Village competition and suggested she would get Girl Guide assistance to 
weed Follyfield.  David Wood mentioned the excellent bridge re-opening ceremony and 
said he believed the PC should reimburse those who provided the food and drink; both 
the Chairman and David Pynn rejected this, insisting they needed no reimbursement, so 
David Wood proposed thanks to them.  David Wood also said that the noticeboard 
needed attention, which he would undertake.  Finally the Chairman asked for an item at 
the next meeting on better marketing of the APM. 
                  Action:  Clerk 
 
20. Next Meetings.  6 Jul, 7 Sep, 9 Nov.   
 
The meeting closed at 8.51 pm.   


