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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 8 September 2014 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Georgina Carter, John Thorne and David 
Wood; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Wilts Council Cllr Toby Sturgis; and no members 
of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllrs Brian Dalton, Catherine Grierson and Terry Mockler, 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Nil 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 7 Jul 14) had 
been circulated in advance.   The Minutes were approved and signed. 
 
6. Outstanding Actions.  There were no actions outstanding.   
 
7. Finance.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current account just 
over £344; Business Instant Access account just under £2800.  Payments were 
approved as follows: 

Cheque number 324, £208, to Wiltshire Council for the kissing gate 
325, £144, to Ted Grierson for verge cutting 
326, £23.36, to David Wood for postcrete for the kissing gate  
 

8. Amenity Area Proposal – Fitness Equipment.  Jill Kearsley introduced a proposal 
to purchase outdoor fitness equipment for the Amenity Area.  She had circulated a note in 
advance.  In discussion the following points were made: 
 

 We needed to know if the village wanted it. 

 There would be a lot of groundwork required. 

 It was possible that someone might ask for an allotment. 

 It is rumoured that the fitness equipment in Crudwell is never used. 

 What about the position of the nearest neighbours? 

 If going ahead would need fundraising and grant applications. 
 
The decision was that consultation with the village was needed – through the Grapevine, 
the noticeboards, the website and the possibility of a housedrop.  On timescale, the 
Chairman would draft a consultation paper, notices and website information in time for the 
next meeting, asking for responses by end-Dec, for a decision at the January meeting 
and for potential action in summer 2015.  We should consider forming a sub-committee to 
run it, to include non-Cllrs, those who are keen.  Finally the Clerk was to investigate 
whether planning permission would be needed.             Action:  Jill Kearsley, Clerk 
 
9. Closure of Hankerton Bridge.  Brief discussion on a timetable for public information 
on the closure.  John Thorne would draft a notice for the Oct/Nov Grapevine issue.   
                  Action:  John Thorne 
 



MINUTES OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 8 SEP 14 
DRAFT 

Chairman 

2 

10. Flood Prevention.  In the absence of Brian Dalton and David Pynn, the Clerk 
reported that it was now necessary to consider whether the ‘follow-up’ letters should 
now be sent to landowners who had been sent the ‘first letter’.  It was agreed that they 
should get the letter after checks on the ground to see if any action could be identified.  
Afternote:  it was discovered in 2 cases that some action had taken place, and 
discussions with a 3rd were in progress, so instead letters of thanks and encouragement 
were sent.  The meeting wanted to request flood signs from Wiltshire Council.  Toby 
Sturgis said that Pill Bridge was ‘in the programme’ for Feb/Mar. 
                   Action:  Clerk 
 
11. Consultation on Proposed Wiltshire and Dorset Fire Brigades Merger.  After short 
discussion and background advice from Toby Sturgis, the Chairman would write a reply. 
                Action:  Jill Kearsley   
 
12. Area Board.  In the absence of Terry Mockler, Toby Sturgis informed the meeting 
that the next Area Board, on 10 Sep, was focused on Health and attendance was 
encouraged, and that there would be an Emergency Planning session at Sherston on 
15 Oct to which attendance was strongly encouraged. 
 
13. Updates – Highways and Footpaths.  John Thorne reported that the next 
Community Day was next week and he noted a pothole to be reported at the Cloatley 
Lane/Vicarage Lane junction.  On the kissing gate, David Wood reported that he had 
the gate and the postcrete, that Brian Dalton would lead the work and needed volunteer 
assistance, and that they were looking at Mon 15th pm or Tue 16th am to do the work.  
He suggested that a letter of thanks should be sent to the donor after the next meeting. 
 
14. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: Cooper’s 
Garage, Cherrybrook Cottage, both no objection, neither yet decided at Wilts Council.  
Applications decided at Wilts Council since last meeting: Dove House had been 
approved; Dave Wood reported that he had emailed Wilts Council Planning 
Enforcement after the last meeting to report that the work had started before permission 
had been granted, but that it had not been considered worthy of enforcement action.  
Currently outstanding:  Elm Farm Cottage, Hankerton Priory business area (a green 
notice had recently appeared – perhaps this was a revision), The Grange Cloatley 
Manor 

 
16. Significant Correspondence - Report.  An invitation had just arrived from Wiltshire 
Citizens’ advice for the PC to become an Associate Member;  the PC was not interested 
and the Clerk would not circulate the papers. 
 
20. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting. None.   
 
21. Next Meeting.  10 Nov.  Dates for 2015:  5 Jan, 2 Mar, 11 May (APM), 18 May 
(APCM), 6 Jul, 7 Sep, 9 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.05 pm.   


