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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 11 November 2013 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs David Wood (Chairman), Georgina Carter, Catherine Grierson, 
Brian Dalton, Jill Kearsley, Terry Mockler and John Thorne; M R Bromley Gardner 
(Clerk); and 6 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Wilts Council Cllr Toby Sturgis. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Susan Mockler thanked those concerned 
for the continued maintenance of the Amenity Area and other areas throughout the 
year. 

       
3. Declarations Of Interest.  Nil. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of 9 Sep 13 were approved and signed. 
 
6. Outstanding Actions.  No actions were outstanding. 
 
7. Finance. Current State.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current 
account £567; Business Instant Access account £2688.  One payment was authorised:   
 

 Cheque 313, EI Grierson, for verge cutting, £144. 
 

8. Precept.  The Precept would need to be decided at the January meeting.  To Wilts 
Council’s question about how PCs would manage the shortfall in funding, we had replied 
that that if necessary Hankerton PC would do without the extra grant as our potential 
shortfall was manageable.  On the first draft indicative tax base, and with no grant,  if we 
left householder payments unchanged we would be £124 short of last year’s precept of 
£3500, or if we wanted the same precept we needed to increase the Band D charge by 
just 83p.  If we were capped at a 2% increase our shortfall would be £70. 
 
9. Village Sign on the Cloatley Road.  Wilts Highways had said the work would be 
done in December, and that we could keep the old signs. 
 
10. Winter Roads.  David Wood and Catherine Grierson reported on a 9 Oct meeting 
on flooding and winter operations that they had attended, also on the Winter Plan.  They 
had reminded Wilts Council about Hankerton’s flooding problem.  Our Winter Plan was 
now written and copied to Highways. Equipment held by Highways included gel sacks 
(which worked like sandbags after contact with water) available at a cost of £3+ per bag, 
bags of salt to treat pathways, information to householders including advice on how to 
plug a loo against a flood.  There was some discussion about clearing the whole bus 
route ie to Crudwell but no change was made to the Winter Plan. 
 
11. Bus Shelter Plaque Renewal and Seat.  Dave Wood updated the meeting.  He 
had drafted words for a second plaque, also at A5 size, to be placed under the current 
one, giving the further information hat had been discovered.  On brass it would cost £87 
(this would need a vote at the next meeting).  The seat – Chris Moulder had looked at it 
and had volunteered to do the necessary work in good quality softwood – he suggested 
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that the PC would pay for materials but the work would be free, and the PC would then 
paint/seal it and fix it in place. 
 
12. Streetscene. John Thorne reported on his 1 Nov meeting with Tracy Ruse of 
Highways and Streetscene.  They had discussed:  Follyfield – potholes and the road 
sweeper worsening the surface damage; a pothole near the gritbin; Church Lane 
potholes and a protruding manhole cover; the salt bin being half full; the roadsign at 
Chapel Lane needing fixing; painting of bridges.  Also he had stressed to Highways that 
they should consult him for advice on any matter similar to the young tree that had been 
removed. 
 
13/14. Information for Residents/Village Website.  The website had been updated.  
Simon Kearsley would take over from Elizabeth Jones as Webmaster when the new 
website goes live in March 2014 (but Elizabeth would continue to support).  In future 
draft PC minutes would be included before they had been approved at the next meeting. 
 
15. Flood Prevention.  Brian Dalton reported.  The Environment Agency were now 
taking more of an interest; WWT had still not yet completed the work that was needed.  
Brian Dalton was now known as the Hankerton ‘Flood Warden’ and Mike Goodwin was 
now the Community Volunteer for Flooding.  The Clerk was to send the Wiltshire 
Council ‘Letter One’ to our landowners.             Action:  Clerk 
 
16. Area Board.  Terry Mockler had been unable to attend the 6 Nov Area Board due 
to parking problems in Malmesbury. 
 
17. Updates – Highways and Footpaths.  Nothing to report. 
 
18. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: Stanbury 
House re-application – objected.  Consideration of current Planning Applications: 
Stanbury House amended plan – clarification, not full consideration.  Planning 
Applications decided since the last meeting: Cloatley Farm Cottage – rebuild – refused.  
Applications still outstanding: The Grange. Appeal: Cloatley Farm Cottage appeal 
against refusal.  There was discussion about the experience of the recent Freedom of 
Information request to see a planning application circulation cover-sheet, but no 
decision to change the system. 

 
19. Significant Correspondence - Report.  An invitation had been received to a 
Community Transport meeting at Sherston, 7.30 pm Wed 20 Nov.  WWT wanted to talk 
to the community about their management work at Cloatley Meadows; it was agreed 
that 10 to 1030 on a Saturday morning on any date in Dec or Jan would work.  
Afternote: Sat 7 Dec was the agreed date. 
 
20. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting. John Thorne announced 
that he would organise a Sport Relief run again in 2014, on 23 Mar. 
 
21. Next Meetings.  Next dates:  6 Jan, 3 Mar, 12 May (APM), 19 May (APCM), 7 Jul, 
10 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.  


