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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 20 May 2013 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs David Wood (Chairman), Catherine Grierson, Georgina Carter, 
Brian Dalton, Jill Kearsley, Terry Mockler, and John Thorne; M R Bromley Gardner 
(Clerk); and 7 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis. 
 
2. Election of Chairman.  David Wood was nominated by a number of the other 
Councillors, agreed to stand, and was unanimously elected. 
 
3. Election of Deputy Chairman.  Catherine Grierson agreed to continue to stand as 
Deputy Chairman for another year and was unanimously elected. 
 
4. Declarations of Acceptance of Office.  These were signed by all Cllrs either 
before the meeting started or at this point, including by the Chairman following his 
election. 
 
5. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Flooding at the entrance to Follyfield and 
snow clearance were raised. 
 
6. Declarations Of Interest.  Catherine Grierson declared an interest in verge cutting 
(Item 15). 
 
7. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
8. Allocation of Portfolios for 2013/14.  Portfolios for the year ahead were agreed 
unchanged as: 
 

 Footpaths and Highways – Catherine Grierson and Terry Mockler 

 Area 1 Committee – Terry Mockler 

 Patients Group – Georgina Carter 

 Flood Prevention – Brian Dalton 

 Amenity Area – Brian Dalton 

 CEV – Catherine Grierson 

 Streetscene – John Thorne 

 Grants – Jill Kearsley 
 
9. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 4 Mar 13) had 
not been circulated in advance, and the Clerk was asked to send them out to all after 
the meeting (Afternote – done later that evening).  There were no outstanding items 
(although Snow Clearance had been moved to the next meeting as this agenda was so 
full) and the Minutes were then approved and signed. 
 
10. Approval of 2012/13 Accounts.  The accounts for 2012/13 needed to be 
approved at this meeting before being sent off to the external auditors.  The Clerk talked 
the meeting through the accounts and the annual audit report form, including specifically 
the Annual Governance Statement (all Cllrs had a photocopy).  The account had been 
internally audited by Philip Carter.  At the end of year 2012/13, the net balance was 
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£1553 (last year £2041).  The Parish Council approved the accounts and the audit 
report was signed. 
 
11. Finance.   

 
a. Current State.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current 
account £365; Business Instant Access account £4688 (precept received in full). 
 
b. Payments.  There was brief discussion about a payment to Charlton 
Village Hall.  An earlier meeting had decided not to contribute to the Village Hall 
this year, partly because they had not asked for any; but they had now clarified 
that they had discussed it and decided to request a contribution but that although 
they had minuted the decision due to an oversight it had not been acted upon.  
The payment was then agreed.  The following payments were authorised: 
 

 Cheque 306, PCC, £791 (churchyard maintenance £700, North Aisle 
hire £91) 

 Cheque 307, Charlton Recreation Centre, £300  

 Cheque 308, Catherine Grierson (APM refreshments), £24.66 

 Cheque 309, WALC membership, £100.12 

 Cheque 310, Community First (Insurance renewal), £164.71 

 Cheque 311, North Aisle, £400 

 Clerk’s SLCC membership 50%, £37.50  
 
It was agreed that Jill Kearsley should be signed on as a cheque signatory.   

          Action:  Clerk, Jill Kearsley 
 
12. Meetings Schedule.  The PC agreed that the current meetings schedule (Jan, Mar, 
May, Jul, Sep, Nov, and always on a Monday evening) should continue for the new PC. 
 
13. Planning – System.  The PC agreed that the current system of circulated 
planning applications should continue for the new PC. 
 
14. Village Sign on Cloatley Road.  The artwork had been sent to Wilts Council and a 
quote (for one sign and for 3) was awaited.  It was understood that Wilts Council had 
been waiting for the new financial year to start before quoting, and the Clerk was asked 
to chase it up.                Action:  Clerk 
 
15. Grass Verge Cutting.  It was agreed to pay for 2 additional verge cuts this year, 
and that Ted Grierson should be asked to continue to do it.  Catherine Grierson took no 
part in the discussion or decision, but was asked to pass on the request.   

      Action:  Catherine Grierson 
 
16. Flooding Prevention Update.  On flooding at Follyfield entrance, Tom Law should 
continue to investigate a culvert; Catherine Grierson would contact him.  On the sewers 
from Eastcourt and Cloatley passing through Hankerton, there was concern that the 
pipe from Hankerton on to Charlton may be too small;  the Clerk was to ask for a 
Corrective Action Report.  On flood prevention, Brian Dalton expressed frustration that 
landowners were paying no attention to our attempts to get them to clear the 
waterways; the Chairman and Brian Dalton would ask for a meeting with Toby Sturgis, 
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and the Clerk was to write to the Chairman of the Wiltshire Flood Working Group and 
copy it to the landowners concerned.             Action:  Clerk 
 
17. Area Board/MVCAP.  Terry Mockler said that MVCAP was no longer a group that 
needed us to attend meetings, so in future the updates should cover only the Area 
Board.  There was nothing else to report. 
 
18. Updates – Highways and Footpaths.  FP9 was gradually grassing over but had 
not been re-seeded (which the landowner had said he would do); there was concern 
that this might mean it would not recover sufficiently to be fully walkable when wet, 
however here was no need to do anything at present.  A pothole outside Cloatley Farm 
would be reported to CLARENCE. 
 
19. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: Bishoper 
Farmhouse, Hillwell Cottage, Bambury Hill Farm hedgerow removal, all supported.  
Applications decided at Wilts Council since last meeting: 18 Follyfield, Hillwell Cottage – 
permitted; Bishoper Farmhouse – withdrawn.  Current Applications:  Stanbury House 
application was circulating now and was discussed in the meeting.  The application was 
supported but the Clerk was to reflect the following concerns in the response to Wilts 
Council:  Church Lane already has a poor surface and the heavy traffic likely to result 
from this work would be liable to cause more damage, so there should be a condition 
covering repair of any such damage; and there was concern about the effect of the 
plans on the already high water table in the area, so Wilts Council should be asked to 
require appropriate surveys to be carried out before permission was given.  

 
20. Significant Correspondence - Report.  Nil. 
 
21. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting. Follyfield had attracted 
some adverse comment in the Best Kept Village judging last year so a specific reminder 
should be included in the Grapevine.   
 
21. Next Meetings.  1 Jul, 9 Sep, 11 Nov.   
 
The meeting closed at 9 pm.  


