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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 4 March 2013 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs David Wood (Chairman), Brian Dalton, Catherine Grierson, 
Georgina Carter, Craig McCallum; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 2 members of the 
public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllrs Terry Mockler and David Preston.  Wilts Council Cllr Toby 
Sturgis would attend but would be late arriving after another meeting. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.   Bunny Lees-Smith had had a letter from 
Malmesbury surgery which he would discuss direct with Georgina Carter as PPG rep.  
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 7 Jan 13) had 
been circulated in advance.  The Minutes were approved and signed. 
 
6. Report on Actions.  All actions were complete or were the subject of existing 
agenda items.    
 
7. Finance.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current account 
c£220(+); Business Instant Access account £2500.  Two payments were authorised. 
 

 Chq no 304, Clerk salary, £1246.83 

 305, PCC for hire of North Aisle for emergency planning exercise, £13 
 

8. Snow Clearance.  There were 2 aspects: 
 

a. Snow ploughing – the Clerk reported what he had found out about the 
system:  the farmer who holds the equipment is expected to telephone in to 
request authority to start ploughing.  This is because Wiltshire Highways cannot 
know what the conditions are in all parts of the county, and it is quicker for the 
man on the spot to telephone in to a multi-line system).  The PC should now talk 
to Thomas Law about his preparedness to do what is needed – Dave Wood and 
Catherine Grierson would do this.        Action: Dave Wood, Catherine Grierson 
 
b. Gritting – It was agreed that the PC should write asking that Hankerton 
should be on the list for gritting.             Action:  Clerk  

 
9. Ditch at Church Lane.  The Clerk confirmed that Highways had said they would 
look at the ditch but that there was no news yet. 
 
10. Emergency Planning Exercise.  The exercise on 30 Jan (7.30-9.30 pm) had gone 
well.  The scenario had been widespread flooding in Wiltshire with no assistance 
available for 72 hours.  Seven people had taken part:  Dave Wood, Catherine Grierson, 
Terry and Sue Mockler, Bunny Lees-Smith, Philip Sellwood, Jill Kearsley.  A couple of 
points had arisen that the PC may want to take a look at in the future – eg how might  
we maintain heat and light in the North Aisle in the event of a power cut? 
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11. Village Sign on the Cloatley Road.  The artist’s permission had been received.  
His request for the PC to consider a donation to the North Aisle was turned down since 
the PC already donated annually to the North Aisle.  The next action was to show the 
design to the benefactor.  After discussion about the wording the following was agreed:  
‘to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II in 2012’. 
                  Action:  Dave Wood          
 
12. Parish Council Elections.  There was a further brief look ahead to the forthcoming 
elections.    
 
13. Heavy Lorry Traffic Outside The Priory.  The Clerk reported that he had written to 
Langley Design and had received a conciliatory reply, and that the firm had now issued 
instructions to its suppliers to follow the guidelines we had suggested, namely for all 
deliveries in large lorries to stop after leaving the A429 at Crudwell (and at a suitable 
place if approaching from any other direction) to telephone in and alert the firm so that a 
banksman can be in position before they arrive. 
 
14. Problem at Hillwell.  The PC considered the car parking problem raised by a 
member of the public at the last meeting (he had also written to the PC). It was agreed 
that there was no action needed by the PC, and that if the problem persisted the 
complainant would be recommended to put up a politely-worded sign saying that access 
was needed at that point. 
 
15. Flood Prevention.  Brian Dalton said that there was a digger working at Eastcourt 
House this week, also that Mr Reed of Eastcourt House had responded twice in writing 
to our letters, both of which were good news.  He had met Wessex Water on the 
ground – currently they were working on the pumping station (though this was 
maintenance rather than improvement). They had explained the sewer system to him – 
sewers came from Crudwell/Eastcourt/Oaksey and from Minety, met at Hankerton and 
thence to Charlton. Regarding the culvert opposite Hillwell entrance – Thomas Law 
thinks there was a culvert there in his father’s time and will investigate when he has 
time. 
 
16. Update – Highways and Footpaths.  The Rights of Way Warden’s reply on 
Footpath 9 was read out. 
 
17. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: 18 Follyfield 
– support.  Applications decided at Wilts Council since the last meeting:  Cloatley Farm 
Cottage resubmission – refused.  Current Planning Applications – Bishoper Farm 
currently circulating. Applications still outstanding: The Grange Cloatley Manor (from 
Sep 12). 
 
18. Significant Correspondence - Report.  Nil. 
 
19. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  Nil. 
 
20. Next Meetings.  13 May (APM), 20 May (APCM), 1 Jul, 9 Sep, 11 Nov.  
 
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 


