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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 3 Mar5ch 2014 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs David Wood (Chairman), Georgina Carter, Catherine Grierson, 
Brian Dalton and John Thorne; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); 6 members of the public; 
and Mr Peter Collins of the Environment Agency (to the end of Item 7). 

 
1. Apologies.  Wilts Council Cllr Toby Sturgis, Cllrs Jill Kearsley, Terry Mockler. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  David Pynn mentioned Hankerton Bridge 
being closed for roadworks in the near future – he was keen that we should find out 
what was planned as he felt we did not want a Pill Bridge repeat.           Action:  Clerk 

 
Claudine Pynn mentioned a rotten stile on a footpath – later the exact location was 
identified and Catherine Grierson agreed to report it to Highways through Clarence.   

      Action:  Catherine Grierson 
       

3. Declarations Of Interest.  Catherine Grierson declared an interest in Item 10 and 
would take no part in it. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of 6 Jan 14 were approved and signed. 
 
6. Outstanding Actions.  All actions had been completed. 
 
7. Flood Prevention.   
 

a.  The Chairman welcomed Peter Collins of the Environment Agency and invited 
Brian Dalton to lead the discussion.  The latter outlined Hankerton’s flooding 
problem and notably the Pill Bridge situation.  Peter Collins replied that under 
current legislation (he mentioned the Land Drainage Act) enforcement powers 
are very weak.  He suggested a meeting with Wiltshire Council – he would ask 
his officer Boni Azhi to telephone Wilts Council the next day to start to set this up.  
Peter Collins then departed. 
 
b.  The Clerk then gave 3 updates on actions tasked at the last PC meeting.  
Wessex Water had replied; they had identified some immediate improvements 
and some longer-term sewer sealing solutions and would write again in 6 months 
time; and Brian Dalton said he had been telephoning them regularly and he knew 
that some work would be done the next day.  On our request for some warning 
signs for when the road approaching Hankerton Bridge was flooded, Wilts 
Council had replied to say that they could not afford to give us any signs but that 
they would deploy signs if we told them when the road was flooded.  On the new 
culvert pipe opposite the Follyfield entrance, Wilts Council had replied that they 
had provided the pipe as the statutory drainage authority therefore the Parish 
Council would not be liable in law for any alleged consequences.. 
 
c.  There was then discussion on the flooding on the road approaching 
Hankerton Bridge.  After animated discussion the Parish Council offered to look 
into acquiring a warning sign – initial action would be by Catherine Grierson.   
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      Action – Catherine Grierson 
 
d. Finally Brian Dalton stated that he intended to stand down as Flood Warden at 
the May PC meeting when Cllr responsibilities were reconsidered.  He explained 
the background to his decision, notably strained personal relations with our Wilts 
Council main flooding and drainage contact.  There was then cause for the 
Chairman to suspend the meeting for 10 minutes due to public disruption.  When 
the meeting was reconvened, Brian Dalton agreed to look at the new draft Wilts 
Council drainage byelaws which were out for public consultation by 3 April, and 
advise on any response. 

 
8. Finance. State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current account £180; 
Business Instant Access account £2688.  One payment was authorised:   
 

 Cheque 315, to the Clerk, for annual salary and expenses, £1483.55.  (Expenses 
dated back to April 2012.) 

 
The PC considered Charlton Recreation Centre Committee’s request for additional 
funding to support their current project to re-surface the carpark (they had been 
allocated £1500 by the Area Board and needed to raise a matching amount).  The 
decision was that something might be possible later in the year but not at the moment 
when this request had not been budgeted for and when we might need some flood 
prevention expenditure. 
 
The Clerk also mentioned that legislation was on the way removing the need for 2 
signatures on payments but that he recommended that we should continue as now 
since obtaining 2 signatures on cheques was not a problem for a council of our small 
size with few payments to make. 

 
9.   Church Tower Broadband.  The Cotswold Wireless transmitter had already been 
installed.  It also provided wifi broadband inside the church, for use in the North Aisle. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
10. Verge Cutting – Need to Re-Tender?  It was 3 years since the PC last 
considered whether to go out to tender for the additional verge cuts, so the subject was 
on the agenda again.  The PC unanimously agreed not to go out to tender but to ask 
Ted Grierson to continue to do the work.         Action – Catherine Grierson 
 
11. Sport Relief 2014.  John Thorne reported.  The target this year was 200 runners.  
He would again be asking people to make cakes, to help with car parking and for 
marshalls.  He had sent a notice to the local paper. 
 
12. Best-Kept Village.  The Clerk gave an update, notably on new requirements this 
year.  There was to be an evening seminar on the competition which he intended to 
attend (Mon 31 Mar 7pm at Worton).  The village report, which in previous years had 
been limited to 100 words (though we had written rather more), this year was to be 
between 1 and 3 sides of A4, with photographs allowed if they enhance the report, and 
the Clerk said that he did not feel that he would be able to do justice to such a report.  
John Thorne offered to take a look at it – the Clerk to send him copies of the paperwork.  
The papers suggested the possibility of villages conducting their own pre-inspections in 
early May, but there was no interest in this idea. 

      Action:  Clerk, John Thorne 
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13. Annual Parish Meeting.  Spending on refreshments of up to about £36 was 
agreed – Dave Wood and Catherine Grierson would again see to the refreshments.  It 
was agreed to invite the following additions to the agenda:  village Broadband (Geoff 
Preston), PPG (Georgina Carter), village website (Simon Kearsley).         Action:  Clerk 
 
14. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: Priory 
Workshops amendment of condition – objected, Bishoper Farmhouse and Elm Farm 
Cottage – support.  Applications decided at Wilts Council since the last meeting:  
Bishoper Farm firearm practice range - permitted.  Application still outstanding: The 
Grange Cloatley Manor (from Sep 12).  Report on Appeal: Cloatley Farm Cottage – 
appeal held, no news yet.  There was then brief discussion about the Priory Workshops 
situation; the owners had been given until 28 March to send in a new planning 
application and there would be no enforcement action until any such application had 
been decided;  meanwhile there had been a full-size articulated lorry there (from Hills 
Recycling?) on 3 days last week (Wed/Thu/Fri) and the PC was shown recorded 
evidence of this. 
 
15. Streetscene.  John Thorne spoke.   The Chapel Lane sign was now back up and 
the Church Lane potholes had been filled in.  Meanwhile our contact at Highways had 
changed and was now Matt Perrott again.  The village signs had not yet been replaced, 
and there had been no advance on the bus shelter seat renewal. 
 
16. Information for Residents/Village Website.  Nothing to report. 
 
17. Area Board.  Nothing to report, in Terry Mockler’s absence. 
 
18. Updates – Highways and Footpaths.  Nothing to add other than reporting the 
rotten stile mentioned at Item 2. 
 
19. Significant Correspondence - Report.  Nothing to report. 
 
20. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting. Georgina Carter handed 
out copies of a PPG report.  For the next meeting:  complaint against Wilts Council 
flooding officer. 
 
21. Next Meetings.  Next dates12 May (APM), 19 May (APCM), 7 Jul, 8 Sep, 10 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.24 pm.  


