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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 7 July 2014 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Catherine Grierson, Georgina Carter, 
Brian Dalton, Terry Mockler and John Thorne; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 4 
members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllr David Wood, Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Susan Mockler raised 3 subjects: 
 

a. She requested PC help over a review the state of the stiles on footpaths in 
the parish.  The aim was to make access easier.  The PC would be asked to 
contact landowners to ask if they were amenable to improvements – the 
installation of kissing gates, strengthening of stiles, or in some cases the building 
of additional steps on existing stiles.  Parish footpaths were already being 
catalogued – now about half-way completed.  One resident has already offered 
to pay for a kissing gate at one specific location.  Others had said they would be 
interested in taking part in fundraising for this purpose.  Brian Dalton pointed out 
that Wiltshire Wildlife Trust wanted their land to be open to all.  The Chairman 
asked whether any stiles had already been classified as dangerous, needing 
action now; they had not.  Action now: the survey would be completed, after 
which the PC would discuss further action. 
 
b. She asked for a further Grapevine notice about dog fouling, which had 
become bad again.  Also she had found some useful notices and sign designs on 
the internet.  The meeting agreed that she could write an article saying that the 
subject had been raised at the meeting. 
 
c. She asked for a short summary of this meeting for the next Grapevine by 
10 Jul.  John Thorne agreed to action this.         Action:  John Thorne 

 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 19 May 14) 
had been circulated in advance.   The Minutes were approved and signed. 
 
6. Outstanding Actions.  There were no actions outstanding.  The Clerk reported on 
the response received from Wilts Council to his question about the 2 Clarence reports.  
The response had not been helpful.  John Thorne would follow-up both points.  The 
Clerk would copy the email to him.                 Action:  John Thorne, Clerk 
 
7. Finance.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current account just 
over £280; Business Instant Access account just under £2800.  No payments to be 
made.  The audit had been completed, satisfactorily, with one comment – Parish 
Council fixed assets should be accounted for at cost and not depreciated.  The notice of 
completion of audit was now on the noticeboard, where it should be displayed for at 
least 2 weeks. 
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8. Risk Review.  The Clerk introduced the Risk Register.  It was necessary once a 
year to review the register, also he had just added a new entry covering the new village 
signs:  key risk – damage by hedgecutters; potential consequence – if damage is too 
great – need to buy replacements, if damage is not so great – unsightliness of signs; 
mitigation – insurance, and liaison with landowners for briefing of hedgecutter drivers, 
plus possibility of hand-cutting around signs so that flails need not be run close to sign.  
The latter was especially true of the sign near the Priory.  There was brief discussion 
about whether this was the correct procedure for assessing the risks, after which it was 
agreed to continue with the current Risk Register.  The register was agreed.  Finally the 
Clerk was asked to look up the level of Public Liability cover.  Afternote;  it is £6 million. 
 
9. Village Signs.  For the record, it was noted that since the last meeting Wilts Council 
had decided not to raise an invoice for the 3 village signs, due to the time it had taken to 
produce them.  The Clerk had written a letter of thanks to Wilts Council.  Meanwhile all 3 
old signs had now been sold, raising £60 for PC finances.  During this item there was 
brief discussion about the procedure for PC letters, ie whether the Clerk should send out 
drafts of letters for approval of the text, which did not currently happen, certainly not for 
routine letters like thank-you letters; after brief discussion it was agreed that this should 
continue. 
 
10. Closure of Hankerton Bridge.  Catherine Grierson reported that a Wilts Council 
lady had visited her, as a local farmer, to talk about the impact of the closure of the 
bridge for 4-6 weeks for strengthening; she had said that they hoped not to do it in the 
winter, and hoped it would be in March 2015.  The PC agreed that now was too far 
ahead to put out any Grapevine notice. 
 
11. Updates – Amenity Area, Verge Cutting, Bus Shelter Seat.  Ten people, including 
some village newcomers, had turned up for the Amenity Area clean-up on 24 May, on a 
rainy Saturday morning; many thanks were due to them all, also to Ted Grierson for 
removing the results of the work.  Further thanks were due to Ted Grierson for the verge 
cutting he had carried out when the Wilts Council annual first cut had not been carried 
out during May.  Thanks were also owed to Chris Moulder for making the seat for the 
bus shelter with wood that he had donated; also to Dave Wood and Brian Dalton for 
fitting the seat to the bus shelter.  During discussion on this item Brian Dalton informed 
the meeting that it appeared likely, though there was no proof, that members of the 
rubbish collection team had urinated in the bus shelter on the day that he was fitting the 
seat; he had telephoned Wilts Council to express his disappointment at this behaviour.  
Finally the Clerk was asked to write a letter of thanks to Chris Moulder.    Action:  Clerk 
 
12. Flood Prevention.  David Pynn reported from the floor of the meeting.  The 
Environment Agency had written: they would now establish ownership of land 
downstream from Pill Bridge, after which they would write to landowners asking for 
removal of blockages; they had no power to remove low bridges, only to influence new 
ones, but they would survey the Eastcourt House field bridges; on the 2-stage channel 
for Pill Bridge, if they were given a basic proposal they could comment on technical and 
environmental aspects.   
 
13. Area Board.  Terry Mockler reported that he had collected some brochures from 
the last Area Board meeting and they were available in the church porch; also that the 
agenda for this week’s Area Board had nothing of interest for Hankerton so he would 
not be attending. 
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14. Updates – Highways and Footpaths.  Catherine Grierson reported.  She had 
asked Wilts Council for topping-up of the grit bins before the winter, also for a supply of 
small salt bags for residents, but that she had not yet had a response. 
 
15. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: Hankerton 
Priory business area – objection lodged; Dove House – no objection, but comments 
made; Elm Farm Cottage – no objection. None yet decided at Wilts Council.  Meanwhile 
it was reported that the building of the stables, the subject of the as-yet undecided Dove 
House application, was already well underway, indeed almost complete;  Dave Wood 
was understood to have reported this to Wilts Council.  Applications decided at Wilts 
Council since last meeting: none.  A site meeting at the Priory business area had not 
been arranged after the last meeting as agreed because the lead neighbours had said 
they were not asking for one. 

 
16. Significant Correspondence - Report.  The Clerk reported: on ‘Empowering 
Parish Council to sell electricity’ which he had circulated but in which no-one had shown 
any interest; the future ‘Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014’ 
which, if approved by Parliament, would allow any member of the public or press to film, 
blog, tweet or use any other type of social media to report any public meeting; the Wilts 
Council consultation on the future of the kerbside garden waste collection service – 
which was more for individuals to respond to than for the PC to do so;   and the Best 
Kept Village result which was only just in – Hankerton 3rd in North Wilts Small Villages; 
no written report had been received as yet. 
 
20. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting. None.   
 
21. Next Meetings.  8 Sep, 10 Nov.  Apologies for the next meeting were offered by 
Terry Mockler and Catherine Grierson. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm.   


