
MINUTES OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 1 JUL 13 
 

Chairman 

1 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 1 July 2013 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs David Wood (Chairman), Catherine Grierson, Brian Dalton, Terry 
Mockler, and John Thorne; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 4 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllrs Georgina Carter and Jill Kearsley, Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.   
 

a. Andrea Ramsay of Brookside Cottage raised the subject of flooding and 
excess surface water at her property; her surveyor had asked what had been 
done/was being done on flood prevention in the area and had said it would be 
cheaper for her to pay for all the ditches to be cleaned out between Hankerton 
and Eastcourt than for her to fully bund her property against flooding.   
 
b. There followed a full discussion on flooding, with Item 12 being taken now.  
It was explained that the PC had been trying to get landowners to clean out their 
ditches for some years now, with very little success, and was now approaching 
the Wiltshire Council Operational Flood Working Group (OFWG) about it.  It was 
suggested that the first problem to be tackled would be getting permission from 
the landowners to clean out their ditches for them. 
 
c. The Clerk reported that he had written, as tasked at the last meeting, to 
the Chairman of the OFWG (North).  He was new in post and was keen to get a 
grip on exactly this problem, and to get to a situation where all landowners had a 
drainage maintenance plan in place and carried out, with sanctions available if 
not ; among other things he wanted to build up a database of farmers and 
landowners and might ask PCs to help with this.  At this point the Chairman 
asked the Clerk to send the details of the landowners involved with the 
waterways from Hankerton to Eastcourt to the Chairman OFWG(N) and to Danny 
Everett at Wilts Council.  Brian Dalton was to send the details to the Clerk. 

       Action:  Brian Dalton, Clerk 
 
c. Later in the meeting there was brief discussion about whether the PC 
should contribute to the costs of the Brookside Cottage owners paying to clean 
out all the local ditches.  The question was left open, with no action needed in 
any case until landowner permission had been gained. 
 
d. The Clerk also reported that he had talked to: 
 

(1) WWT, who said that they intended to clean out their ditch in the 
autumn (translated as Aug/Sep) so long as the weather and ground 
stayed dry enough. 
 
(2) Eastcourt estate, who said that they had recently cleaned out the 
area by the stream junction and under their field bridges.  
 
(3) Afternote:  (not reported at the meeting but worth recording) 
Wiltshire Council (Steve Scothern), who said they had finally got the 
contact details of a new contact at the Environment Agency (who would be 
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needed to advise on and approve the scheme for works at Pill Bridge).  
Wilts Council were going to need chasing on this, as ever. 

 
e. David Pynn asked for any news on Follyfield flooding (on behalf of B Lees-
Smith).  The answer given was that Catherine Grierson had not yet been able to 
speak to Thomas Law, but would continue to try to find the opportunity. 

 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  Nil. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  John Thorne asked for one addition:  under Highways, 
he had mentioned that he would ask Wilts Council Streetscene to re-paint the road 
bridges.  This was written in to the record, and the Minutes were then approved and 
signed. 
 
6. Outstanding Actions.  Three actions were outstanding:  Jill Kearsley was not yet 
signed on as a cheque signatory; the Chairman and Brian Dalton had not yet spoken to 
Toby Sturgis;  Catherine Grierson had not yet been able to speak to Thomas Law. 
 
7. Finance.   

 
a. Current State.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current 
account £1150; Business Instant Access account £2660. 
 
b. Payments.  The following payments were authorised and cheques issued: 
 

 Cheque 311, North Aisle, £400 (approved at last meeting, signed now) 

 (from a decision under Item 9) – cheque 312, North Aisle, £20. 
 
8. Risk Review.  The Risk Register was reviewed.  No changes were needed, and the 
Register was agreed. 
 
9. Village Sign on Cloatley Road.  The Chairman said that a village resident had 
recently re-raised with him the subject of the PC making a donation to the North Aisle to 
recognize the use of the painting of the church on the planned new roadsign.  The PC 
had previously decided that the annual donation of £400 would suffice.  The PC now 
agreed that a £20 donation was appropriate; the cheque was written immediately.  The 
quote for sign manufacture had not yet been received from Wilts Council.  Afternote:  a 
Wilts Council email was received early on Tue 2 Jul – delay had been caused by the 
change of Wilts Highways contractors, the resultant handover of contracts and 
appointment of a sign manufacture by the new contractors.  It was hoped a quote could 
be sent soon. 
 
10. Bus Shelter.  The seat needed repair or renewal.  Brian Dalton said he would do 
it and that he would look for volunteers if he needed them.  The PC would pay for new 
wood.                 Action:  Brian Dalton 
 
The Chairman pointed out that the memorial plaque in the bus shelter gave no detail of 
Jack Tugwell’s death in World War II other than the bare fact and suggested that the PC 
should investigate more detail and renew the plaque accordingly.  It was pointed out 
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that the family would need to be asked for their permission.  It was understood that Mr 
Nurden had erected the plaque; Catherine Grierson would speak to him about it.  In her 
absence Jill Kearsley was nominated by the PC to lead the project.   

     Action:  Jill Kearsley, Catherine Grierson 
 
11. Snow Clearance.  The Wilts Council response dated 10 Apr 13 had been 
circulated before this meeting to all Cllrs.  It was agreed that one step was for Catherine 
Grierson to speak to Thomas Law to ensure he understood the Wilts Council system for 
authorizing farmers who held Council snow ploughs to use them when needed 
(reminder – the onus is on the farmer to telephone in to Wilts Council when their area 
needs ploughing).  On the Salt Bag Scheme (one tonne bags of salt) the PC still felt 
these were not appropriate to Hankerton’s situation. 
              Action:  Catherine Grierson 
 
12. Flood Prevention.  The item was brought forward and covered under Item 2. 
 
13. Area Board.  Terry Mockler would attend the next meeting on Wed 3 Jul. 
 
14. Updates – Highways and Footpaths.  Some footpaths were suffering from long 
grass.  Some could not be accessed by a tractor and topper but some could and 
Catherine Grierson would mention this to some landowners.  The bridle path at Bullocks 
Horn was overgrown and the landowners had asked Ted Grierson to cut it back which 
he would do, but this would not be possible until he fitted his cutter for the second verge 
cut .  John Thorne reported that Wilts Highways had agreed to repaint the road bridges. 
              Action:  Catherine Grierson 
 
15. Planning.  No Planning Applications had been considered since the last meeting.  
One application had been decided at Wilts Council since last meeting: Stanbury House 
had been refused.  Full reasons were available on the web for anyone to read but the 
Clerk summarised – the ‘scale, form, bulk and massing of the proposed extensions’ 
replace the character and form of the existing building whereas the Local Plan policies 
C3 and H8 only support extensions where the existing character, scale and form are 
retained.  On the PC’s concerns, the impact of construction traffic could be controlled 
though a requirement for a construction method statement, and on flooding and the high 
local water table it was not considered that the excavations would result in increased 
flood risk as the site was not located in a defined flood risk zone.  The Grange Cloatley 
Manor was still outstanding for a decision. 

 
16. Significant Correspondence - Report.  Nil. 
 
17. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting. John Thorne asked about 
information for new residents:  was the Footpaths booklet given to new residents?  Yes.  
And could there be a local area general information booklet for new residents?  Yes, 
there was some interest in this and he should raise it at the next meeting. 

      Action:  John Thorne, Clerk 
 
21. Next Meetings.  9 Sep, 11 Nov.   
 
The meeting closed at 8.35 pm.  


