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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 7 January 2013 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs David Wood (Chairman), Brian Dalton, Catherine Grierson, 
Georgina Carter, Craig McCallum and Terry Mockler; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 
9 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Wilts Council Cllr Toby Sturgis. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.     
 

a. Thomas Rothschild spoke about his planning application for Cloatley Farm 
Cottage and requested the Parish Council to support his application.  The 
Chairman replied that the PC had supported the previous application, and that 
the application would be considered in more detail under Item 20.. 
 
b. Bunny Lees-Smith spoke about the recent flooding at the entrance to 
Follyfield and requested the PC to encourage the relevant landowner to clear 
what was assumed to be a culvert under the field gateway opposite the Follyfield 
entrance.  It was believed that this was Suffolk Estate land rented out to Mr 
Thomas Law.  The Clerk would speak to the landowner.         Action:  Clerk 
 
c. Bunny Lees-Smith also complained about a bird-scarer going off at night 
in a field to the west of Hankerton and asked the PC to take action.  The Clerk 
would speak to the landowner.             Action:  Clerk 
 
d. Susan Mockler complained about dog fouling on one of the local 
footpaths, and asked that a notice be placed in the Grapevine.  Terry Mockler 
would action this.            Action:  Terry Mockler 
 
e. Susan Mockler also requested that the North Aisle be looked on 
favourably when the Precept was discussed later. 
 
f. Paul Freeland spoke about a carparking problem at the end of Hillwell.  He 
had also written to the PC on this subject.  The Chairman responded that the 
subject would be included in the agenda for the next meeting, but he advised that 
his impression was that, when parking his car at the rear of his property, Mr 
Freeland was driving on a footpath where he had no right of vehicle access.  
                 Action:  Clerk 

3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 12 Nov 12) 
had been circulated in advance.  The Minutes were approved and signed. 
 
6. Report on Actions.  All actions were complete or were the subject of existing 
agenda items.    
 
7. Finance.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current account 
c£220(+); Business Instant Access account £2580(+).  No payments were needed. 
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8. Dispensations.  The introduction of the Localism Act 2011 has meant that, at 
least in the view of the Wiltshire Council Monitoring Officer, a councillor who has a 
beneficial interest in land in the parish has a disclosable pecuniary interest in the setting 
of the council tax precept.  As such a dispensation is required for any such councillor to 
participate in any discussion or vote on the setting of the precept.  Written requests for 
dispensation were received from all councillors present, and on a vote each request 
was approved, with a time limit of 4 years.  The Chairman signed all the requests 
accordingly. 
. 
9. Precept 2013/14.  The Clerk had sent out his first draft of the budget for 2013/14 
in advance.  The increase in the churchyard support payment to £700 was agreed.  A 
payment of £400 to support the North Aisle was agreed.  It was decided that no 
payment would be made to the Charlton Village Hall since no request had been 
received, but that this could be re-visited if a request were made later.  It was then 
decided that the PC could operate on a budget of £3500 for the year.  It was finally 
decided that, in view of the top-up grant (£117.71) available from Wiltshire Council, the 
precept should be set at £3382.29, resulting in an unchanged Band D charge for 
residents and a total income for the PC of £3500, unchanged from 2012/13.  
                  Action:  Clerk 
 
10. Localism Act 201 – New Standards Regime.  Wiltshire Council had asked 
whether the PC wanted any additional interests, on top of those set out in legislation, to 
be included in its local Code of Conduct.  The PC decided that it did not support any 
additional interests being added.               Action:  Clerk 
 
11. Emergency Planning Exercise 30 January.  Wiltshire Council is planning an 
emergency planning exercise on Wed 30 Jan (7.30-9pm) and all Malmesbury Area 
parish councils are invited to participate.  The PC decided that it would take part.  
Catherine Grierson, as Community Emergency Volunteer (CEV), would lead a team 
consisting of Susan Mockler, Jill Kearsley, Bunny Lees-Smith, Terry Mockler and Dave 
Wood.  The team would use the North Aisle for the exercise so long as Dave Wood’s 
mobile telephone coverage there is good – he would check this the next day; if it is not 
good another location would have to be chosen.          

      Action:  Clerk, Dave Wood, Catherine Grierson 
 
12. Sainsbury Sport Relief Mile 2012.  The Chairman reported for the record that the 
Sport Relief Mile had raised £2057 in sponsorship money, an excellent achievement.  
 
13. Village Sign on the Cloatley Road.  The Chairman reported that here had been a 
delay because the picture that was planned to be used on the roadsign was in copyright 
and permission to use it was being sought. 
 
14. Heavy Lorry Traffic Outside The Priory.  It was reported (by Brian Dalton and by 
a member of the public, Julie Turner) that there had been further problems with lorries 
outside The Priory.  Shortly before Christmas a lorry had been parked on the blind bend 
while the driver was presumably telephoning in for someone to come out and help him 
enter the site, and a short while later he was blocking the road while reversing into the 
entrance.  The Clerk was to write to Langley Designs, believed to be the business 
responsible for these lorries being there, to make the point strongly that they (Langley 
Designs) should make arrangements to ensure a) that visiting large lorries telephone 
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ahead from the Crudwell area (ie as soon as they turn off the main road in Crudwell) so 
that they do not have to block the lane at The Priory while telephoning, and b) that they 
deploy traffic control at the entrance by the time the lorry arrives so that passing traffic is 
inconvenienced to the minimum when deliveries are being made.         Action:  Clerk 
 
15. Best Kept Village/Village Litter-pick-Clean-up.  The PC agreed to enter the Best 
Kept Village competition again this year, and to hold a Litter-pick/Clean-up on Sat 9 
Mar, at 10am.           Action:  Clerk, David Preston 
 
16. Parish Council Elections.  Craig McCallum said he would be standing down as a 
Cllr at the next elections, on 2 May 13.  David Preston had indicated the same in an 
earlier email.  Catherine Grierson said she might also stand down.  The Chairman 
would write a note for the Grapevine to inform people of the forthcoming elections and 
to encourage anyone to put themselves forward, in particular because some new blood 
would be needed to replace the Cllrs standing down.     Action:  Chairman 
 
17. Flood Prevention.  Brian Dalton said that there had been flooding again in Chapel 
Lane on 3 occasions in the last 4 weeks, and at one house in particular – nonetheless 
he was sure that the work that had been done in the last year had prevented even 
worse flooding.  On Church Lane, Mrs Grey now accepted that some drainage was 
needed across her garden, and it was due to be started before the end of this month.  In 
Chapel Lane some trouble between houseowners was now starting.  Flooding in the 
sewers had continued to be a problem; unofficially an engineer had told him that 
Hankerton was due an upgrade, so perhaps work at Hankerton was due to follow the 
work at Noahs Ark at Charlton last year.  The Clerk would write to Wessex Water to 
update his last letter.  Mainly, it was still vital that landowners dig out their ditches when 
the state of the ground allows.               Action:  Clerk 
 
18. Area Board.  Terry Mockler reported that the next Area Board, on Wed 16 Jan, 
was to include an item on flooding.  He would be attending.  Brian Dalton might also 
attend for that item. 
 
19. Update – Highways and Footpaths.  Footpath 9 was again impassable, and a 
week ago it had been observed that the pigs had been back in the field.  In view of this 
and of the PC’s letter of 9 Mar 12, the Clerk was to write to Wilts Council to report the 
problem and to involve the Footpaths Officers.            Action:  Clerk 
 
20. Planning.  There had been no Planning action since the last meeting – except that it had become 
apparent from Mr Rothschild’s words at the start of the meeting that hard copy papers of the latest 
planning application on Cloatley Farm Cottage had not been received by the Clerk.  It was agreed that the 
PC line would still be support on the grounds that the alternative would be a ruin, a danger and an 
eyesore.          Action:  Clerk 
 

21. Significant Correspondence - Report.  Nil. 
 
22. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  Parking at Hillwell. 
 
21. Next Meetings.  4 Mar, 13 May (APM), 20 May (APCM), 1 Jul, 9 Sep, 11 Nov.  It 
was agreed that the APM would be held at the normal time but that opinion be 
canvassed at the meeting this year about holding it on a Sat am in future. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 


