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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 9 November 2015 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Brian Dalton, Catherine Grierson, 
Georgina Carter, Terry Mockler, John Thorne, and David Wood; M R Bromley Gardner 
(Clerk); and 3 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllr Toby Sturgis of Wilts Council. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  One member of the public spoke.  Mr 
Lees-Smith spoke about the Cloatley Manor planning application for domestic ground-
mounted solar panels.  He said that he hated solar panels, and he feared that this could 
be a precedent for a commercial-scale solar farm.  He would say no more about the 
application as the PC had sent in its response, but he also complained that the PC was 
not acting as a council:  he asked why the PC had not consulted the Parish; he had not 
found out about the application until after the responses deadline.  The PC noted his 
points. 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion - Cloatley Manor Solar Panels.  The 
Chairman said that, in connection with the Cloatley Manor solar panels planning 
application, some new factors had been brought to the PC's attention after its response 
had been sent in and after the agenda for this meeting had been issued, and that she 
judged that the subject needed discussion under the 'Urgent Items at Chairman's 
Discretion' provision.  It was then discussed directly.  In discussion the following points 
were made: 

 we had already asked for and been given a response deadline extension. 

 the hedge should not be of beech - it should be of 'local' planting. 

 damage to the field during construction could be averted if the panels and all 
equipment were man-handled onto the site. 

 some Cllrs approved of the proposal for solar panels for domestic use in this 
case.  In this case they could not be mounted on the roof.  The Government 
supports this type of use of technology.  Another said that there actually was not 
any ridge and furrow in that corner of the field (which seemed in line with the 
County Archaeologist's response). 

In conclusion, the PC decided: 

 not to change their 'No Objection' response 

 to ask Wilts Council to make conditions requiring the hedge to be of 'local' 
planting and that all panels and equipment be man-handled onto site to protect 
the ground.                Action:  Clerk 

 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 7 Sep 15) had 
been circulated in advance.   The Minutes were approved and signed.  There were no 
actions outstanding.   
 
6. Finance.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current account £213; 
Business Instant Access account around £3000.  Through the various budget 
adjustments of this year the account was on course to finish the year £75 under budget, 
leaving at end-of-year balance of about £1625.  One payment was authorised: 
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 cheque number 342, £150, to the Grapevine (completing their budgeted £400 for 
the year). 
 

7. Amenity Area.  The PC had received advice that removing the obligation to keep 
the Amenity Area as public open space was not a planning matter but needed a Deed of 
Variation and meant we would need to consult a solicitor.  Additionally the original 
planning permission for Old Farm Close contains a condition requiring that what we now 
call the Amenity Area be used 'as a play area'; consequently we need to apply to Wilts 
Council (this is a planning matter) to remove that condition, at a cost of £97.50.  It was 
decided first to find out how much it might cost to consult a solicitor and obtain the Deed 
of Variation (and John Thorne offered to do this); and it was decided to do nothing about 
the 'play area' planning condition at this stage.           Action:  John Thorne 

 
8. Streetnaming Request.  The Clerk gave an update.  Wiltshire Council were due to 
post a public notice about the new name in the area of the lane in question on 11 Nov, 
thereafter there were 21 days for any objections, in the absence of which Wilts Council 
would make an Order confirming the change any time after 11 Dec.  It was the PC's 
responsibility to purchase and erect the nameplate and he had consulted Highways about 
this and was awaiting a response.  A comment from the public made the point that 
actually the sign would stand on private land not Highways land and therefore be erected 
by the residents involved.  Afternote:  following that comment from the floor the point was 
put to Highways who have confirmed that it appears suitable for the sign to be on private 
land and that there is therefore no need for Highways involvement.  Action:  Clerk 
 
9. Precept 2016/17.  In preliminary discussion about next year's precept, the Clerk 
said that the changes to the tax base work in our favour this year and outweigh the 
reduction in the top-up grant (the last year of this grant), and he gave examples.  The 
precept must be decided at the January meeting. 
 
10. Flood Prevention.   Brian Dalton reported.  The Long Pond-Swillbrook ditch on 
WWT land had been dug out, during which a couple of steps had been found and 
removed.  The entrance to the swale had been cleared; (he would have liked the swale to 
have been deepened).  Wilts Council had cleared silt from under Pill Bridge and about 10 
metres up- and down-stream and thus constructed a 2-stage channel; he felt they should 
have dug more like 100 metres above and below Pill Bridge while they had the equipment 
there, and would follow this up at the next Flood Working Group that he would attend in 
the next couple of weeks. 
 
11. Highways.  David Wood gave an update, largely for those who had not heard 
Toby Sturgis's report at the last meeting.  Wiltshire's verges were now being cut by the 
Landscape Group; the Parish Steward scheme was to re-start in April; and he talked 
about the app created to record highways problems. 
 
12. Footpaths.  Catherine Grierson reported that footpaths were now improving as 
hedges were being cut, and that the Hillwell footpath was restricted by overhanging 
growth.  She would take action on this.            Action: Catherine Grierson 
 
13. BKV Prize Presentation.  Due on Sat 21 Nov at the North Aisle coffee morning at 
11am.  Jill Kearsley would be away that day, so Dave Wood would host Mrs Anne 
Henshaw of CPRE.  Georgina Carter and Catherine Grierson would provide some 
cakes.  Jill Kearsley would arrange some publicity on the website.  John Thorne would 
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post some noticeboard information.  Terry Mockler would ask Craig McCallum to take 
photographs.          Action:  all named 
 
14. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: Cloatley 
Manor - replacement conservatory and ground-mounted solar panels, Fairacre Murcott - 
single-storey garden room extension, Allspheres Farm - lean-to outhouse; all no 
objection.  Applications decided at Wilts Council since last meeting: Cloatley Manor - 
replacement conservatory - permitted.  Currently circulating: nil.  Currently outstanding:  
Bishoper Farmhouse.  Afternote:  this last point checked, is correct. 

 
15. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  Three points for the next 
meeting: 

 Following the criticism of the PC at Item 2, Cllrs decided that the PC would 
review how it handles planning applications at the next meeting. 

 Dave Wood asked that he might give a Broadband update. 

 The situation of the Hillwell bungalows having severely restricted light due to tree 
growth would be raised. 

 
16. Next Meetings.  4 Jan, 7 Mar, 9 May (APM), 16 May (APCM), 4 Jul, 5 Sep, 7 
Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.20pm.   


