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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 9 January 2017 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs David Wood (Chairman), Georgina Carter, Terry Mockler and 
John Thorne;  M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 4 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllrs Jill Kearsley and Catherine Grierson; Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis 
arriving at 8.15pm (arrived during Item 9). 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.   
 

a. Susan Mockler thanked for the publication of Parish Steward information 
which she had requested at the last meeting; and she requested the Parish 
Steward be tasked to clear the moss making pavements in Follyfield slippery.  
                Action:  David Wood 
 
b. John Jerman introduced himself as Chairman of Charlton Recreation 
Centre Committee which was responsible for Charlton Village Hall.  He said he 
looked on Hankerton as a sister village and would welcome a Hankerton 
representative on the Committee.  He was also looking for financial support.  
There had been a recent £2000 part-refurbishment of the playground and more 
work was needed.  Hankerton people were entitled to the same lower rates as 
Charlton people.  He was asked to supply information to the PC:  hire charge 
details and a copy of the latest accounts; it was suggested he should advertise in 
the Grapevine the playground to local young families with children and for a 
Hankerton rep for the committee. 

 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 7 Nov 16) had 
been circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed; no actions were 
outstanding. 
 
6. Finance.  Current account c£45, deposit account c£3229.  No payments needed.  
 
7. Precept 2017/18.  The PC was reminded that if they wanted the same income as 
the current year (£3741) the Band D charge would reduce by 15p to £24.24; if the PC 
wanted householder charges to remain the same, PC income would increase by £23 to 
£3764.  The current year, with all scheduled payments made less the Clerk's salary and 
expenses, was heading for a nearly £300 surplus on the year and an end-of-year 
balance (or 'reserve') of £1950.  For 2017/18, the PC agreed a £50 increase to £800 in 
churchyard maintenance support and £400 to the North Aisle; the PC also pencilled-in 
£300 for Charlton Village Hall to be confirmed at a later meeting once the accounts had 
been received.  The PC then decided to leave householder payments unchanged, thus 
a precept of £3764 was agreed.               Action:  Clerk 
 
8. Parish Councillor Vacancy.  The Clerk informed the meeting that he had received 
a clear and strong expression of interest in being a Parish Cllr; he could not yet divulge 
the name of the person.  He also informed the meeting about Wilts Council guidance for 
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the last 6 months before the next elections which stated there would be no elections in 
this period and that parish councils should co-opt 'as soon as practicable'.  One view 
expressed was that with only one meeting to go before the next elections it was not 
worth co-opting now, but others said that if there was an opportunity to get 'fresh blood 
onto the PC now then it was important to grasp the opportunity.  The PC also 
considered that the posting of the Wilts Council announcement of the vacancy on 
noticeboards on 30 Dec 16 was sufficient advertisement of the vacancy.  The PC then 
unanimously co-opted Mr Henry Sanders.  He was sitting with the public and accepted 
the invitation to take his seat with the PC directly, and also signed his Acceptance of 
Office.   
 
9. Hannah Ludlow Charity - Nomination of a Trustee.  The PC nominates 2 
Trustees for 4 year terms, each offset by 2 years, and now needed to nominate to 
succeed Terry Mockler whose term had come to an end.  Terry Mockler briefly 
described the charity composition and aims and said after serving 2 terms he was 
happy to stand down now.  There were no volunteers from among those Cllrs present, 
although Georgina Carter intimated that if no-one else could be found she might be 
persuadable.  It was agreed that the opportunity should be advertised in the Grapevine, 
and Susan Mockler agreed to write the advertisement. Afternote: after the meeting it 
was agreed between Terry Mockler, the current Trustee, and the PC Chairman to wait 
for the election of the new PC in early May then re-look at the question.  
 
10. Activities in Hankerton - One-page Leaflet.  John Thorne outlined a proposal that 
he would produce a one-page leaflet, to be distributed with the Grapevine once a year, 
listing activities in Hankerton in the year, what was going on, names of organisations 
and contact details etc for the likes of the History Group, the Golf Club, the Art Group 
etc.  This would be at no cost to the PC.  The PC agreed.  John Thorne would circulate 
a first draft for checking.             Action:  John Thorne 
 
11. Broadband Update.  David Wood spoke.  The new cabinet at the entrance to 
Follyfield could be ready any day now, on previous BT forecasts.  He would check 
tomorrow.  People (Cllrs and public) were reminded that a householder, if he wants to 
use the fibre broadband, must ask his Internet Service Provider to physically switch him 
over - it doesn't happen automatically. 
 
12. Flood Prevention Update.  David Pynn, adviser to the PC, spoke from the floor of 
the meeting, with the Chairman's permission.  He would monitor the 4 bridges on 
Eastcourt House land and photograph if debris built up or was caught under them. 
 
13. Highways.  David Wood gave a brief report.  The fingerpost at the Cloatley Road 
junction had been lifted, the base creosoted and the post re-inserted.  Some potholes in 
Church Lane had been filled. 
  
14. Footpaths.  Sat 4 Mar was selected as the date for the village litter-pick.  Meet at 
Pear Tree Cottage 10am.  David Wood would arrange equipment.    Action: David Wood 
 
15. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: none.  
Decided at Wilts Council:  Hankerton Field Cottage double garage; Cloatley Manor - 
variation of 15/08565 permission - changed design of replacement conservatory; 
Rookery Farm Cottage - double garage with store and internal alterations; all permitted.  
Currently outstanding:    Bishoper Farmhouse, Priory Workshops - change height of 
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external storage to 8'.  Georgina Carter raised the subject of the PC process for 
objecting to planning applications, which doesn't allow for giving initiating householders 
the chance to explain their position.  After a brief discussion, the Clerk said that he 
would raise an agenda item about the process at the first meeting of the new PC after 
the election.                  Action:  Clerk 
 
16. Wilts Council Update.  Toby Sturgis gave a brief update.  The main message was 
that the person whose rubbish was fly-tipped was as liable to prosecution as the tipper, 
and that Wilts Council was determined to pursue them. 
 
15. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  For the next meeting:  
Charlton Village Hall request for support, Annual Village Meeting detail - advertising, 
agenda, refreshments etc.  No action on the 45-minute Dementia Friends session until 
after Ellen Blacker had spoken at th AVM about Dementia Friendly Communities and 
the Dementia Action Alliance. 
 
16. Next Meetings.  6 Mar, 8 May (AVM), 15 May (APCM), 3 Jul, 4 Sep, 6 Nov.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.57pm.   


