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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 7 March 2016 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Catherine Grierson, Georgina Carter, 
John Thorne; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 2 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllrs Brian Dalton, Terry Mockler, David Wood. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Bunny Lees-Smith raised 2 points: 

 could a copy of the previous meeting minutes be available at all meetings for the 
public to see.   This was agreed.             Action:  Clerk 

 could a copy of PC meeting agendas be placed on the Follyfield noticeboard.  
Agreed.  John Thorne would laminate and pin up.   Action:  Clerk, John Thorne 

 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  Encouragement to sign a petition to 
the Government requesting 3rd party planning decision appeal rights had arrived too 
late for the agenda.  It was considered now.  Planning applicants could appeal any 
refusal of their application, but parish councils (specifically, but the same goes for town 
councils) had no right to appeal against planning permissions that they viewed as 
against their or their communities' interests.  The petition was currently on 6,300 
signatures and needed 10,000 to qualify for a response from the Government.  The PC 
decided not to take a formal view but that Cllrs should make up their own minds and 
sign if they wished; also the subject would be placed on the website.            Action:  All 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 4 Jan 16) had 
been circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed, no actions outstanding.   
 
6. Finance.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current account and 
Business Instant Access account totalling around £3040.  After the payments due today 
the end-of-year balance would be about £1685, in line with what had been expected.  
Four payments were authorised: 

 cheque number 344, £1029.60, to the Clerk for annual salary. 

 345, £76.15, to Nick Warren as the PC's contribution to the Oxleaze Lane sign. 

 346, £257.40, to HMRC for PAYE on the Clerk's salary. 

 347, £17.25, to the Clerk for expenses in 2015/16. 
 

7. Annual Parish Meeting 9 May 16 - How to Increase Attendance.  The Chairman 
led the discussion.  The following were agreed: 

 it should be re-named the Annual Village Meeting.  This was not intended to cut 
out the out-lying residents but reflected that a number of Cllrs viewed the outlying 
parts of the parish as really part of the village. 

 an invitation to the meeting, on card, would be hand-delivered by volunteer Cllrs 
to all parish residents including all outlyers.  Jill Kearsley would print the 
invitations at home and at her expense.  They should be delivered 2 weeks 
before the meeting, as if delivered too early before the meeting the message 
would be liable to be forgotten. 

 all speakers should be asked to keep their contributions short, perhaps 2 minutes 
and certainly not more than 5 minutes - ie 'keep it snappy'. 
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 Catherine Grierson agreed to arrange the refreshments again. 

 The Clerk was to deploy the usual noticeboard publicity (using the new name). 

 Liaison over the invitation wording and who would deliver to where would take 
place by email.          Action:  All 

 
8. Best Kept Village Competition.  The decision was to enter again, with John 
Thorne and the Clerk working together on the entry form paperwork.  
               Action:  Clerk, John Thorne 

 
9. Hillwell Bungalows - Update.  Catherine Grierson reported that she had been 
unable to make direct contact with the neighbour since the last meeting.  She would keep 
trying and aim to report back at the next meeting.          Action:  Catherine Grierson 
 
10. Sport Relief 20 Mar 16.  John Thorne outlined the arrangements. 
 
11. Flood Prevention.  Brian Dalton was unable to be at the meeting but had sent a 
note.  The work carried out by WWT on their ditch adjacent to Long Pond during the 
summer seemed to have had a positive effect on the water draining from the Chapel Lane 
area as the road did not flood during the wet spells recently, also there was no sign of 
flooding at Rossley Cottage following the installation by Wessex Water of one-way valves 
to the sewer pipes.  He asked that the 2-stage enforcement letters be initiated to Mr Reed 
of Eastcourt House, because he had been asked many times over the past 6 years to 
clear watercourses and remove bridges obstructing water flow.  The PC asked the Clerk 
to write to thank WWT and to write accordingly to Mr Reed.   Action:  Clerk 
 
12. Highways.  David Wood, unable to attend the meeting, had passed information to 
Cathrine Grierson: he had met the local Highways engineer on Church Lane, and it had 
been put down for re-surfacing in 2017/18, but the potholes will be filled sooner.  
(Afternote - the potholes were filled the next day.)  However the re-surfacing was the 
sort of work that could be done at short notice if a gap occurred in programmed work.  
 
13. Footpaths.  Catherine Grierson reported that there were no problems.  Indeed 
the new agricultural payment scheme was encouraging wider field margins resulting in 
some easier to negotiate footpaths.  
 
14. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: Dolman's 
Farmhouse - new family room; no objection, but since withdrawn.   Applications decided 
at Wilts Council since last meeting: Cloatley Manor - cowshed repairs, alterations, 
extension to provide ancillary domestic accommodation; refused by Wilts Council.   .  
Currently circulating: a re-submission of Cloatley Manor cowshed which had just 
arrived.  Currently outstanding:  Bishoper Farmhouse. 

 
15. Report on Significant Correspondence.  Nil. 

 
16. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  For the next meeting: 

 Hillwell bungalows update. 
 
17. Next Meetings.  9 May (APM), 16 May (APCM), 4 Jul, 5 Sep, 7 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.35pm.   


