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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 6 January 2014 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs David Wood (Chairman), Catherine Grierson, Brian Dalton, Jill 
Kearsley and John Thorne; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 3 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Wilts Council Cllr Toby Sturgis, Cllrs Georgina Carter, Terry Mockler. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Nil. 

       
3. Declarations Of Interest.  Nil. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of 11 Nov 13 were approved and signed.  
It was noted, without correction, that a Sep 2014 meeting date was missing – 8 Sep 14. 
 
6. Outstanding Actions.  One action was outstanding – the writing of Wilts Council 
‘Letter One’ flooding letters to landowners.  The Clerk and Chairman had discussed it 
before the meeting and these letters would now be sent as soon as possible. 
 
7. Finance. Current State.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current 
account £423; Business Instant Access account £2688.  One payment was authorised:   
 

 Cheque 314, D Wood, for the new brass plaque for the bus shelter, £124.99. 
 

8. Dispensations.  The introduction of the Localism Act 2011 has meant that, at least 
in the view of the Wiltshire Council Monitoring Officer, a councillor who has a beneficial 
interest in land in the parish has a disclosable pecuniary interest in the setting of the 
council tax precept.  As such a dispensation is required for any such councillor to 
participate in any discussion or vote on the setting of the precept.  Written requests for 
dispensation were received from the 2 new councillors present, and on a vote each 
request was approved, with a time limit of 3 years.  The Chairman signed both requests. 
 
9.   Precept 2014/15.  First the proposed spending plans for next year were 
considered.  To the Clerk’s draft were added the 2 additional village road signs at a cost 
of £630.  The increase in Clerk’s salary (£1247 to £1259) was noted, as was the 
Grapevine intent,  Then the situation of the Wilts Council grant at 65% of last year’s 
amount was explained, also the effects of leaving householder payments the same as last 
year, or of maintaining the precept at £3500, or of increasing it to £3600.  The decision 
was to increase the amount needed by the PC to £3600, meaning a precept of £3,523.49. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
10. Flood Prevention.  First the recent flooding at Chapel Lane (the Roxan’s house 
on Christmas Eve) and near Brookside Cottage (which did not quite reach the house) 
were discussed.  The PC and Chapel Lane neighbours had been very active in helping 
the Roxans and the Chairman thanked all who had helped.  The problem at Brookside 
Cottage had been the bow-waves from traffic passing through the flooded lane at 
speed.  It was noted that had the householder closed the house gates the bow-wave 
effect would have been reduced.  There was a case for putting out signs asking passing 
traffic to slow down.  The Clerk was to ask Highways for suitable signage and any 
suggestions for slowing the passing traffic.            Action:  Clerk 
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At Brookside Cottage the householder believes that the pipe installed opposite the 
Follyfield entrance will cause more flooding at her property and here has been some 
talk of legal redress.  The Clerk is to ask Highways/Drainage for advice.   Action:  Clerk 
Finally other flooding problems included the road at Murcott and continued incidences of 
water rising upwards through manhole covers. The Clerk was to ask Wessex Water for 
an update, and was to invite Steve Scothern of Wilts Council to the 4 Feb meeting with 
Boni Azhi of the Environment Agency.              Action:  Clerk 
 
11. WWT Visit 7 Dec 13.  Dave Wood reported on the visit and talk by Wiltshire 
Wildlife Trust on their work at Cloatley Meadows, held on Sat 7 Dec 13 in the North 
Aisle.  Some 19 people from the village had attended.  The opportunity to talk to them 
about ditch clearance had also been taken.  The next action should be an on-site 
meeting with WWT as soon as possible after they had conducted fallen tree and branch 
clearance from the ditches, to discuss digging-out the ditch and Braydon Brook within 
their boundaries. WWT passed on an emergency telephone number:  07818 045197. 
                  Action:  Clerk 
 
12. Best-Kept Village/Village Litter-Pick-Clean-Up.  The PC agreed to enter the BKV 
again this year.  Also they agreed to hold a Litter-Pick/Clean-up.  John Thorne offered to 
organize this, on Sat 15 Mar at 10am.  He would also arrange publicity – notices and 
Grapevine.  He and Dave Wood would liaise about equipment from Wilts Council etc. 

       Action:  John Thorne 
 
13. Village Sign on the Cloatley Road.  Wilts Highways had emailed on 19 Dec in 
response to a chaser from us to say that there were still problems with their new 
highways contractor, but that they were well aware of the commitment to replace the 3 
village signs and would continue to follow it up. 
 
14. Bus Shelter Plaque Renewal and Seat.  Dave Wood reported that the new brass 
plaque was in place in the bus shelter.  The cost was £124.99 (including £20+ VAT 
which would be reclaimed), and the PC agreed to pay this sum.  For the seat, the 
materials would be delivered in about 4-6 weeks. 
 
15. Streetscene.  John Thorne spoke about the list of jobs around the village that 
Wilts Council had agreed to do, as acknowledged by Tracy Ruse in an email.  None had 
yet been done.   
 
16. Information for Residents/Village Website.  John Thorne spoke.  Simon Kearsley 
has undertaken changes to the website. He is awaiting content to be added for 
individual sections of the website. 
 
17. Sport Relief 2014.  John Thorne spoke.  He wanted to run Sport Relief in he 
village again   It would be on Sun 23 Mar.  In 2012 the target had been 100 entries, and 
128 had been achieved, with over £1000 raised.  This year he wanted to set the target 
at 200 entries.  He floated 2 ideas:  someone to open the event – and his first idea was 
the TV and film actor Kris Marshall who had been born in the village; and ways of 
making the event bigger, perhaps with someone to run a warm-up session, or a fancy 
dress competition.  He suggested he might put notices about the event on the village 
signs; the PC were happy with this idea, bar a suggestion that he limit this to about 3 
weeks to avoid the risk of being told by Wilts Council to remove them.   
                Action:  John Thorne 
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18. Area Board.  In Terry Mockler’s absence there was nothing to report. 
 
19. Updates – Highways and Footpaths.  T Law has the snowplough, ready to be 
mounted when needed.  The grit bin needs replenishing – what is left there now is solid 
and unusable, but Dave Wood said that he would break it up with a garden fork. 
                  Action:  Dave Wood 
 
 
20. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: Bishoper 
Farmhouse firearm practice range – supported (the Chairman stressed that the practice 
range was to be inside a covered building thus noise was not expected be a problem).  
Consideration of current Planning Applications: nil.  Planning Applications decided since 
the last meeting: Stanbury House – approved (the Chairman noted that the conditions of 
approval included one that required the plan for protection of the road surface of Church 
Lane to be submitted and approved before construction could begin).  Applications still 
outstanding: The Grange. Appeal: Cloatley Farm Cottage appeal against refusal – 28 
Jan 14.  The PC would not be attending. 

 
21. Significant Correspondence - Report.  The Clerk reported that, having responded 
to a householder new to the village with information about what the PC had done by 
way of flood protection work, he had been given a small present – 2 jars of chutney, 
which he felt he should declare. 
 
22. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting. For the next meeting:  
Sport Relief; Church tower wifi; verge cutting tendering; APM arrangements 
 
21. Next Meetings.  Next dates:  3 Mar, 12 May (APM), 19 May (APCM), 7 Jul, 8 
Sep, 10 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.  


