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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 12 November 2012 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs David Wood (Chairman), Brian Dalton, Catherine Grierson, 
Georgina Carter, Craig McCallum, Terry Mockler and David Preston; M R Bromley 
Gardner (Clerk); Wilts Council Cllr Toby Sturgis; and 3 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  None. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  A member of the public complained about 
the elections for Police and Crime Commissioner, saying that no information on the 
candidates was available to those who did not have access to the internet.  He was 
advised to write to Westminster about this..   
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 10 Sep 12) 
had been circulated in advance.  The Minutes were approved and signed. 
 
6. Report on Actions.  All actions were complete or were the subject of existing 
agenda items.    
 
7. Finance.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current account 
c£535(+); Business Instant Access account £2580(+).  Four payments were agreed: 

 Cheque number 300, £60, to Mazars, for the audit fee for 2011/12; 

 301, £144, EI Grierson, for verge cutting (only 2 cuts this year); 

 302, £17.97, David Wood, for refreshments at the BKV prize presentation; 

 303, £150, Hankerton Newsletter, payment 1 of 2012. 
 

8. Village Sign on the Cloatley Road.  Brian Dalton produced a draft for the sign.  
Discussion centred on:  black-and-white or in colour; and the exact wording of the sign.  
The Chairman would discuss these points with the donor.              Action:  Chairman 
. 
9. Precept 2013 – First Look.  The Clerk had sent out his first draft of the budget for 
2013/14 in advance. A decision was not needed today – it would be made at the 
January 2013 meeting.  Highlights were:  a requested increase in the churchyard 
payment, from £650 to £700; decisions needed on whether to continue with the support 
payments to the Village Hall (£300) and North Aisle (£400); and that depending on 
these and other decisions, if there were no new projects in mind it would appear 
sustainable to leave the precept unchanged for another year.  All these decisions would 
be needed at the next meeting.              Action:  Clerk 
 
10. Best Kept Village Competition Award Presentation.  The Chairman reported on 
the presentation on Sat 6 Oct of the North Wilts 1st prize and the Wiltshire 4th prize.  He 
reiterated his thanks to all village members and Parish Councillors who had contributed 
to the winning of the awards for their efforts. 
 



MINUTES OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 12 NOV 12 

Chairman 

2 

11. Flood Prevention.  Brian Dalton reported.  There had been further flooding in 
Chapel Lane on Sun 4 Nov, and some residents had been unable to use their 
lavatories, in one case for 48 hours.  There had also been flooding in Church Lane – no 
houses flooded, but the lane itself was under water; this had not happened before, and 
it was felt that there might well be a link to the work carried out at The Old Vicarage 
when it had changed hands.  There had also been floodwater rising upward through 
some manhole covers near both pumping stations – Hankerton East by Chapel Lane 
and Hankerton West by Brookside Cottage; no sewage had been seen but these were 
understood to be sewage system manhole covers so the clerk was to write to Wessex 
Water to ask why this phenomenon had occurred and whether there was anything we or 
they could do to prevent this happening again.  (Toby Sturgis suggested that in the past 
some houses had been built with their rainwater drainage plumbed into the sewage 
system, which could cause the overloading of the latter after heavy rain.) The Clerk was 
also to write to the main landowners north of the village pointing out that flooding had 
occurred again and requesting that they clear their ditches at the earliest opportunity, 
whether that be caused by dry ground or by hard frozen ground.          Action:  Clerk 
 
12. Area Board/MVCAP.  Nothing to report.  In future this item would be called just 
‘Area Board’ because we would no longer expect to be represented at MVCAP.  
 
13. Update – Highways and Footpaths.  There was nothing to report on Footpaths.  
The Clerk reported on the new Wiltshire Highways system for work in the local area – 
the Parish Steward was no more, had been replaced by a ‘Community Team’, who on a 
monthly scheduled basis would have ‘Community Stewards’ in Hankerton but also in 
Charlton, Crudwell and Ashton Keynes (ie we share the Team with those other 
parishes) for one week per month.  It was confirmed that the ‘Footpaths Councillors’ 
would be the main point of contact with the Community Team for work that needed 
doing in the parish.  The Clerk would send them the papers with contact details.             

        Action:  Clerk 
14. Planning.  Since the last meeting the PC had considered and supported 
applications concerning: Cloatley Farm Cottage – restoration and extensions;  barn 
adjacent to Merlin Cottage – change of use to offices; The Grange Cloatley Manor – 
various including some retrospective.  Since the last meeting the following applications 
had been decided in Wilts Council:  The Farmstead – new barn – permitted; Cloatley 
Farm – repairs and alterations – permitted; Cloatley Farm Cottage – restoration and 
extensions – refused; barn adjacent to Merlin Cottage – change of use to offices – 
refused.   
 
15. Significant Correspondence - Report.  Nil. 
 
16. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  It was agreed that the 
following were to be on the agenda for the next meeting:  heavy lorry traffic outside The 
Priory; flooding of Church Lane; the APM to be on a Saturday morning?; Craig 
McCallum suggested that we should invite the newly elected Police and Crime 
commissioner for Wiltshire, once elected, to address the PC. 
 
21. Next Meetings.  7 Jan, 4 Mar, 13 May (APM), 20 May (APCM), 1 Jul, 9 Sep, 11 
Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm. 


