
MINUTES OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 6 MAR 17 
 

Chairman 

1 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 6 March 2017 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Georgina Carter, Catherine Grierson, 
Henry Sanders, John Thorne and David Wood;  M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Wilts 
Coucil Cllr Toby Sturgis (to Item 5); and 4 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllr Terry Mockler. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  A member of the public complained about 
potholes off the road surface of the Cloatley Road.  Noted by David Wood. 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Wilts Council Update.  Toby Sturgis was brought in early as he had 34 other PC 
meetings to get to this evening.  He gave a brief update, and  then departed.   
 
6. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 9 Jan 17) had 
been circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed; no actions were 
outstanding. 
 
7. Finance.  Current account c£45, deposit account c£3229.  The following 
payments were approved: 

 cheque number 358, £1039.90, to the Clerk - annual salary less PAYE 

 359, ££259.97, HMRC - Clerk's PAYE 

 360, £28.23, Clerk - expenses 2016/17 
 
8. Annual Village Meeting - Arrangements.  Last year's arrangements had been a 
success and would be repeated.  Jill Kearsley would print leaflets to invite residents to 
the AVM, and all Cllrs would hand-deliver them to all parts of the parish - Cllrs agreed at 
the meeting which areas each would cover.  Catherine Grierson would arrange the 
refreshments, up to an agreed total cost of £56 (last year's cost).  Jill Kearsley would 
arrange website information.  The agenda would cover the same points as last year. 
             Action:  All 
9. Charlton Recreation Centre - Request for Support.  After discussion and on the 
assumption that Hankerton residents were entitled to the same price concessions as 
Charlton residents (Afternote - this is correct), it was agreed to contribute £300 to 
Charlton Village Hall funds, for one year only, to be reviewed next year, and asking the 
Village Hall to publicise itself and its discounted offer to Hankerton residents, eg through 
the Grapevine and the Hankerton website.              Action:  Clerk 
 
10. Best Kept Village Competition.  After discussion the PC decided not to enter the 
BKV competition.   
 
11. Minety Electricity Sub-Station - Report.  David Wood reported on planned 
development at Minety sub-station, where 2 banks of 50 Megawatt batteries providing 
Enhanced Frequency Response (EFR) for the National Grid were planned.  Although 
the sub-station was in Charlton parish the 2 banks of batteries would be in Hankerton 
parish.  However there would be minimal impact on the parish residents. 
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12. Hannah Ludlow Charity - Update.  At the last meeting the PC had agreed to 
advertise the opportunity for someone to put themselves forward as a candidate to be a 
trustee of the charity, however on the Chairman's return having been away for the last 
meeting she and Terry Mockler had agreed to delay this until after the forthcoming 
election when it could be re-considered. 
 
13. Arrangements for Forthcoming Parish Council Election.  The Clerk reminded 
Cllrs about the procedure and the relevant dates of the forthcoming parish council 
election (having already sent out an email about it) and answered questions.  The key 
point was that information about how to nominate oneself for election would be provided 
on the notice of election, and was already available on the Wilts Council website for 
anyone to see.  It was agreed that he would send a copy of the notice of election, when 
received, to Jill Kearsley who would arrange publicity on the website. 
 
14. Activities in Hankerton - One-page Leaflet.  John Thorne handed out a draft 
version of his suggested leaflet and asked questions that were answered by Cllrs and 
by members of the public.  It would be issued annually with the Grapevine.   
                Action:  John Thorne 
15. Broadband Update.  David Wood spoke.  The new cabinet at the entrance to 
Follyfield would improve access for all residents 'downstream' from there.  It could go 
live once BT had made arrangements with all ISPs.  He expected that this would be the 
last meeting at which he would need to give a Broadband report. 
 
16. Flood Prevention Update.  Nothing to report. 
 
17. Highways.  David Wood gave a brief report.  Recently he had made a couple of 
MyWilts reports which had been acted on by Wilts Highways very swiftly.  He hoped that 
the resurfacing of Church Lane would feature in the 2017/18 workplan but this had not yet 
been published.  The Parish Steward was due on Wed this week, 8 Mar. 
  
18. Footpaths.  Catherine Grierson reported having received some complaints about 
overhanging hedges on the Hillwell-Church Lane footpath and about the speed of 
vehicles (eg delivery vehicles and the postman) on the private drive to Hankerton House 
where it crosses this footpath.  The Clerk was to contact the householder and ask if he 
would provide a warning sign to slow the traffic.   She also said that Footpath 9 needed 3 
kissing gates; the PC agreed that she should ask landowner permission for this, after 
which it would consider funding and fitting them .         Action: Clerk, Catherine Grierson 
 
19. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since last meeting (Rookery Farm - 
change of use Farm Office/Store to holiday cottage, no objection) and/or decided 
(Rookery Farm - approved).  Current Planning Applications (nil, but Allspheres Farm, 
log cabin for use as holiday let, on circulation).  Currently outstanding:  Bishoper 
Farmhouse;  Priory Workshops - change allowed height of external storage to 8'. 
 
20. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  David Wood recorded 
that the litterpick had collected 10 bags, 3 tyres, 1 wheelhub and some fencing material. 
 
21. Next Meetings.  8 May (AVM), 15 May (APCM), 3 Jul, 4 Sep, 6 Nov.  
 
The Chairman concluded by thanking all Cllrs for their contributions this past year. 
The meeting closed at 9pm.   


