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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 6 July 2015 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Catherine Grierson, Georgina Carter, 
Terry Mockler, John Thorne, and David Wood; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 4 
members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllr Brian Dalton. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Susan Mockler asked for a short summary 
of this meeting for the next Grapevine by 10 Jul, along with a clear indication of where 
on the internet people could look up the full Minutes when available.  John Thorne 
pointed out that he already did this, and would do it again now.    Action:  John Thorne 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  Allspheres Farm Car Boot Sale.  The 
Chairman asked the Clerk to explain.  A resident of Murcott had contacted the 
Chairman and Clerk last night to ask for Hankerton PC's view of the planned car boot 
sale at Allspheres Farm.  Neither the Chairman nor Clerk knew anything of it, however 
the Clerk had chased up some information today.  It was clear that there were no rules 
specifically covering car boot sales on private land (other than those applying across the 
board, such as sale of alcohol etc).  He had visited Allspheres Farm today and it 
seemed to him that this would not become a regular event - the Meeres family had 
some horse equipment to get rid of and had chosen to do it this way.  The Clerk would 
write to the Murcott resident who had raised the subject.            Action:  Clerk 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 18 May 15) 
had been circulated in advance.   The Minutes were approved and signed. 
 
6. Outstanding Actions.  There were no actions outstanding.   
 
7. Finance.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current account £620; 
Business Instant Access account around £3000.  No payments to be made.  The audit 
had been completed, satisfactorily, with no comments.  The notice of completion of 
audit was now on the noticeboard, where it should be displayed for at least 2 weeks.  
The 2 1/2% consolidated stock had been redeemed at a value of £64.77. 

 
8. Annual Parish Meeting - Better Marketing.  The Chairman handed out copies of 
notes she had prepared about the APM (reasons for non-attendance, ways to correct 
that, and communications plan ideas).  Attendance had been very poor this year and 
she wanted to improve it next year.  It was agreed to re-name it the Annual Village 
Review, and to discuss all other points in detail at the March PC meeting.  (While the 
Grapevine deadline for the Apr/May issue will be 10 March, Susan Mockler promised to 
hold open a whole page for the APM/Annual Village Review message.) 

 
9. Risk Review.  The Clerk introduced the annual review of the Risk Register.  One 
change was made - Item 4A.1 - added to 'Damage by hedgecutters' - ', vehicle accident 
or natural causes'.  But no addition to the mitigation measures - mitigation measures for 
damage by vehicle accident or natural causes would be the insurance.       Action:  Clerk 
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Additionally Cllrs were reminded that they should review their entry in the Register of 
Members' Interests, available on the Wilts Council website.           Action:  All Cllrs 
 
10. Amenity Area.  The Clerk provided an update - he had received a reply that day 
from a Wilts Council legal advisor:  legal advice could not be offered on the main question 
(the chances of overturning the 'public open space' obligation) due to conflict of interest - 
Wilts Council were themselves the other party in this matter; but on how to start the 
process, we should simply make an application for discharge of the obligation to Wilts 
Council Planning Department.  Courses open to us now were a) to seek external legal 
advice, which would be likely to cost something; and b) to go ahead with an application 
without legal advice.  The PC decided to do the latter, and the Clerk was to initiate a 
letter.           Action:  Clerk 
 
11. Broadband.  David Wood outlined the response he had received from Wiltshire On-
Line, the website about superfast broadband in Wiltshire.  HNe was encouraged by the 
response.  It was hoped that survey work might begin later this year, but no prediction 
could be made about when any connections might be made. 
 
12. Flood Prevention.   The Clerk had chased WWT for an update but it had not 
arrived; there was discussion about the deadline that Wilts Council had set for Messrs 
Greenhill and Law,   Afternote:  WWT are on course for digging out the ditch in the 
second week of August.  Wilts Council have agreed a later deadline of end-August for 
Messrs Greenhill and Law to clear the identified obstructions in their ditches, ie allowing 
for crops to be harvested first to allow access for machines to the sites.  With the next 
meeting on 7 Sep, it would make sense for someone to walk those ditches between 1 
Sep and the PC meeting on 7 Sep so we have an up-to-date report. 
 
13. Highways.  David Wood had passed Bunny Lees-Smith's marked map of 
Cloatley Road to Highways.  He reported that the Highway Stewards are now sub 
contracted out from BBLP to The Landscape Group, part of English Heritage 
 
14. Footpaths.  Catherine Grierson reported that footpath Hankerton 7 needed 
topping where it crossed Mr Greenhill's field; the Clerk was to contact Mr Greenhill.  She 
asked if the PC would agree to replace 2 stiles on Hankerton 7 with kissing gates; the 
first step was to ask for landowner agreement - she would ask Mr Law and the Clerk 
was to contact the new owner of Cloatley Manor, Dr Davies.   
                  Catherine Grierson, Clerk 
 
15. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: The Grange 
Cloatley Manor - no objection.  Applications decided at Wilts Council since last meeting: 
none.  Currently circulating Cooper's Garage, Manor Farm Cottage, 35 Chapel Lane. 

 
16. Significant Correspondence - Report.  None. 
 
17. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting. None.  The Clerk asked 
whether the PC wanted to add a new agenda item - 'Report by Wilts Council Cllr if 
present.  This was agreed - and to be at the end of the agenda.          Action:  Clerk 
 
18. Next Meetings.  7 Sep, 9 Nov.   
 
The meeting closed at 8.42pm.   


