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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 5 September 2016 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Catherine Grierson, Georgina Carter, 
David Wood; and Cllr Craig McCallum from Item 8 on; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); 
Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis (from Item 9); and 4 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllrs Terry Mockler, John Thorne. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Nil. 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 4 Jul 16) had 
been circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed; no actions were 
outstanding (Afternote:  the Broadband letter had not been written for reasons which 
would become clear at Item 12.).   
 
6. Finance.  Current account c£382, deposit account c£3229.  Two payments were 
authorised: 

 cheque number 355, £44, to the Clerk for 50% of the SLCC annual membership 
(and cheque 354 being for the same amount and for the same reason but made 
out to SLCC was cancelled). 

 356, £144, to E I Grierson for verge cutting. 
 
The Clerk also briefed that the audit had been completed with the return of the 
paperwork from the auditors.  They had had 2 comments:  assets which had been 
received at no cost needed to be given a nominal value of £1; and in future the Annual 
Governance Statement and the Accounting Statements must be considered as 2 
separate agenda items. 

 
7. Co-option of Replacement Cllr.  The Clerk said that by the due date (end-August) 
no names had been passed to him of people willing to be considered for co-option; 
however Craig McCallum had said to John Thorne in an email that if no-one else came 
forward he would consider standing.  Craig McCallum was attending the meeting and 
confirmed that he would put himself forward, though probably only until the next 
elections due in May 2017.  The PC then voted unanimously to co-opt Craig McCallum 
onto the PC.  He signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and took part in the 
rest of the meeting. 
 
8. Hillwell Access.  The Clerk reported that after the last meeting he had spoken 
with the householder concerned (Mr Plumb of Willow's End), after which fairly quickly 
the access to the footpath at the back had improved somewhat with the cutting back of 
the overhanging hedge, improved but still not quite enough but Mr Plumb had said that  
by next year he would fence off the back so that branches are prevented from 
overhanging; and that Mr Plumb had cut the full height of the front of his hedge so that 
the visibility to the left for a car exiting Hillwell had improved a little but still not enough.   
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9. Hillwell High Hedge Problem.  There were then lengthy discussions involving the 
Cllrs, Mr Plumb and other neighbours about the high hedge around Willows End.  The 
upshot was that Mr Plumb admitted that the hedge was out of control and promised to 
cut 2 metres off the top of the hedge at the front and side as soon as he could, and to 
continue reducing its height next year and in future years, but without any specified 
timescale (although the Chairman pushed for a commitment to do the work before the 
next PC meeting); but the rear was a bigger problem because of the difficulty of getting 
an elevated platform into the restricted narrow space of the footpath.  David Wood and 
the neighbours offered to help.  Progress would be reviewed at the next  PC meeting. 

 
10. Amenity Area.  The Amenity Area grass had not been cut this year, because 
the 2 residents who habitually used to do the work at their own cost were no longer 
doing it.  The PC decided to do nothing about this, since there was so little interest 
in the area in the village. 
 
11. Best Kept Village Competition.  Hankerton had come 3rd (out of 3) in this year's 
BKV.  David Wood said that he thought the judges had clearly just pulled out old reports 
on Hankerton and repeated the same old criticisms, and that some of the comments were 
on matters not in parish/village control and should not have been made.  The Clerk was 
tasked to write to CPRE Wiltshire about the latter point.   Action:  Clerk 
 
12. Broadband.  David Wood read out the explanation of why the BT cabinet where the 
fibre optic cable terminated was where it was.  He said that Little Somerford had the same 
problem - the cabinet up at the top of the hill so that much of the village gets nothing.  
They were in touch with a firm from Bath called True Speed which could offer 100MB fibre 
to houses; if 30-50% of the village would register (no cost involved) then the firm would 
conduct a survey without charge.  He understood that the cost if they went ahead was 
£120 connection charge and an 18 month contract at £49.50 per month.  Craig McCallum 
said that what was needed was 'repeaters' on the BT line to make it work further, but that 
he suspected that they had nor provided any.  David Wood recommended that he would 
keep in touch with progress at Little Somerford and report back to the PC.  The PC 
agreed this approach.                  Action:  David Wood 
 
13. Highways.  Craig McCallum drew attention to the potholes at the entrance to 
Follyfield, saying that they were a Health and Safety risk for any disabled people like him 
in his mobility scooter; David Wood would photograph the damage and report it on 
MyWiltshire.                             Action:  David Wood  
There was inconclusive discussion on the damage being done to verges in Church Lane 
by the rubbish collection lorries reversing up there to collect rubbish.  In the past this did 
not happen because householders had been responsible for taking their rubbish bins to 
the start of the lane. 
  
14. Footpaths.  Catherine Grierson would email Footpaths about a missing sign.   
                 Action:  Catherine Grierson 
 
15. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting:  Allspheres 
Farm - change of use, offices to holiday let; Purlieus Farm - caravan storage; 17 
Follyfield - single-storey rear extension, bedroom over garage, new porch;  all no 
objection.  Applications decided at Wilts Council since last meeting:  Cloatley Manor - 
cowshed to ancillary domestic accommodation; Cloatley Grange - internal alterations; 
Cloatley Manor - replacement of greenhouse, shed and swimming pool pumphouse; 
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Former Cloatley End Farm Cottage land - timber-framed agricultural building; all 
permitted at Wilts Council.  25 Follyfield - new garage - refused at Wilts Council; Current 
Planning Applications nil - but Hankerton Field Cottage double garage currently 
circulating.  Currently outstanding:  Bishoper Farmhouse 
 
16. Wilts Council Update.  Toby Sturgis spoke very briefly.  In answer to a question, 
he said that BT would consider the whole of Hankerton covered for superfast broadband 
now that the cabinet was there but that Wiltshire Council would only assume properties 
within a certain distance would be covered. 
 
17. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.   
 
18. Next Meetings.  7 Nov.  Proposals for 2017 were agreed as:  9 Jan, 6 Mar, 8 
May (APM), 15 May (APCM), 3 Jul, 4 Sep, 6 Nov.  
 
The meeting closed at 8.48pm.   


