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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 9 September 2013 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs David Wood (Chairman), Georgina Carter, Catherine Grierson, 
Brian Dalton, Jill Kearsley and John Thorne; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Wilts 
Council Cllr Toby Sturgis; and 3 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllr Terry Mockler. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Claudine Pynn complained about hedges 
overhanging the pavements in Follyfield.  Georgina Carter agreed to approach the 
householders concerned; first Claudine Pynn was to identify them.   

      Action:  Claudine Pynn, Georgina Carter 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  Nil. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of 1 Jul 13 were approved and signed. 
 
6. Outstanding Actions.  The bus shelter seat had not yet been repaired; a 
professional joiner living in the village would have a look at it.  The road bridges were 
not yet painted. 
 
7. Finance. Current State.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current 
account £560; Business Instant Access account £2688.  The Grapevine was on course 
to need less than budgeted.  There were no bills to pay.  The audit had just been 
completed – the Clerk had a notice to pin up for at least 14 days. 

 
8. Village Sign on Cloatley Road.  The quote for the new sign had just arrived - £315 
for one sign, £945 for 3 signs, no VAT to pay, and the cost including new support posts.  
The PC then decided to replace all 3 signs, with the donor paying for one and the PC 
paying for 2.  The Clerk was to ask if we could keep the old signs to auction off to raise 
money towards the replacement cost.        Action:  Clerk 
 
9. Winter Roads.  Catherine Grierson reported that she had completed the first draft 
of the Winter Plan.  In essence, when snow was forecast, she would alert Thomas Law 
and check that the appropriate actions (contacting Wilts Highways, mounting the snow 
plough etc) were being taken; and the Plan lays down that the road to the B4040 at 
Charlton is the priority to be cleared. Next action is Dave Wood and Catherine attending  
the Severe Weather Emergency Seminar on 9 Oct, aiming to discuss the Hankerton 
Winter Plan with Highways with a view to finalising it; and Catherine still needed to 
discuss it with Tom Law.         Action:  Dave Wood, Catherine Grierson 
 
10. Highway Signs.  John Thorne introduced the Wilts Council policy to remove 
unnecessary road signs.  No signs in the parish were thought unnecessary. 
 
11. Wilts Council Draft Policy on 20mph Limits and Zones.  The Clerk introduced the 
new draft policy from Wilts Council on 20mph limits and zones, which the PC had a 
chance to comment on.  It was agreed that the policy probably made sense in the more 



MINUTES OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 9 SEP 13 

Chairman 

2 

urban environment but that it would most probably have no effect in Hankerton and no 
comment was needed. 
 
12. Potential Speed Limit for Murcott and Hankerton. Crudwell PC want a speed limit 
for Murcott and would like to make a joint approach with Hankerton.  The Chairman 
invited the public to comment:  feelings were expressed against sign clutter, against 
pinch points similar to those in Oaksey, and that a speed limit wouldn’t be policed.  The 
PC agreed that they did not want to pursue a speed limit.  The Clerk was to inform 
Crudwell PC.                 Action:  Clerk 
 
13. Bus Services.  Jill Kearsley outlined the proposed reduction in frequency of the 
bus service through the village.  There was a problem with the first bus to Malmesbury 
which was used by students catching onward connections to college in Swindon and 
elsewhere; on the new schedule the time gap between the 2 looked too tight.  It was 
agreed that Jill Kearsley would write a letter pointing this out for the Clerk to submit to 
the consultation.               Action:  Jill Kearsley, Clerk 
 
14. Bus Shelter Memorial Plaque Renewal.  The Chairman reported on progress with 
the proposal to renew the memorial plaque (to Jack Tugwell) in the bus shelter.  
Research has produced his full name, his regiment and rank and his date and 
approximate place of death; it was most likely that he died as a Japanese POW.  A 
memorial parchment scroll had been acquired from MOD, which could potentially be 
placed in the church.  The Chairman proposed, and the PC agreed, that he should now 
try to get the History Group involved as a joint venture.          Action:  Dave Wood 
 
15. Information for Residents.  John Thorne had floated an idea at the last meeting 
about information for new residents in the village.  As an example of the problem, he 
said that it wasn’t until some long time after he arrived that he discovered that there was 
a parish website.  This coincided with the Chairman forming the view that we needed to 
improve the website, and that while the current webmaster was content to continue in 
that role she needed other people to put forward more information to her.  It was agreed 
that John Thorne would become the PC Information Coordinator and that his role would 
be to put forward, and encourage other people in the village to put forward, information 
for the webmaster to upload.  He would also consider greater publicising of the website 
as a source of information for residents, including how to inform new residents about it. 
                Action:  John Thorne 
 
16. Best Kept Village Result.  Hankerton had come 3rd but the results paperwork 
doesn’t show how many entries here were. 
 
17. Flood Prevention.  Catherine Grierson reported that she had got Thomas Law to 
dig in the drainage pipe opposite the Follyfield entrance.  Brian Dalton reported that he 
had heard from the Agent at Eastcourt House that the landowner had given permission 
for more work; and he had asked the Agent for more clearance work under the bridges 
and indeed for the bridge height to be raised.  John Rattray of WWT was to be meeting 
a contractor on-site on Thu or Fri; Brian Dalton was due to be away, could not be there. 
 
18. Area Board.  Terry Mockler had attended the last Area Board on Wed 4 Sep and 
had sent a read-out by email to all Cllrs. 
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19. Updates – Highways and Footpaths.  Catherine Grierson reported that on some 
footpaths hedges had been cut but overgrown grass had not; she would telephone 
tomorrow.  The Chairman thanked Catherine Grierson.  Brian Dalton reported a problem 
at the entrance to Old Farm Close that he had heard of from a resident, namely that the 
hedge on he left as you leave had not been cut sufficiently; Georgina Carter would 
speak to local residents, then to the landowner if necessary.  David Pynn reported that 
the motorised roadsweeper was damaging the road surface in Follyfield; Toby Sturgis 
volunteered that he would email Highways about this.  John Thorne would contact 
Highways to request a site visit, will then walk all the Hankerton problem areas with 
them. 

       Action:  Catherine Grierson, Georgina Carter, John Thorne 
 
20. Planning.  Since the last meeting, one application had been considered by the 
PC: Cloatley Farm Cottage rebuild; the PC had voted to support it.  The application 
about The Grange was still awaiting a decision.   

 
21. Significant Correspondence - Report.  The Clerk reported that James Gray MP 
had sent a letter congratulating all the members of the new Council. 
 
22. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting. Nil 
 
23. Next Meetings.  11 Nov.  The following dates for 2014 were agreed:  6 Jan, 3 
Mar, 12 May (APM), 19 May (APCM), 7 Jul, 10 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.  


