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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 4 September 2017 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Catherine Grierson, John Thorne, Robin 
Tjolle, David Wood; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis; and 9 
members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  None. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  A resident complained about the speed of 
tractors and other agricultural machinery through the village recently; the Clerk was to 
write to local farmers about it; names would be suggested by Catherine Grierson.  
                  Action:  Clerk 
The absence of a defibrillator in the village was raised.  It would be discussed at the 
next meeting.   Jill Kearsley would do the research to prepare for the discussion 
including possibly getting in an outside expert through Ollie Phipps at the Area Board. 
                Action:  Jill Kearsley 
A resident requested that the grass outside Follyfield be cut, especially since apparently 
some years ago the resident who used to cut it had been told by Wilts Council (or 
NWDC) to cease doing so as it was Council land.  We would investigate whether Wilts 
Council would do it, perhaps through the Parish Steward.         Action:  David Wood 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  As Toby Sturgis was attending the 
Chairman invited him to speak.  He did so, briefly. 
 
8. Rural Broadband.  In order to allow Toby Sturgis to get away to other 
commitments, Item 8 was brought forward.  Geoff Preston spoke about his project to 
persuade Wilts Council to fund reasonable speeds for all rather than focussing on 
superfast speeds for those who already had sufficiently fast speeds.  Toby Sturgis said 
that he thought this was not correct.  Geoff Preston said that Cabinet 5 was now 
working well, certainly for some people, but that residents to the south and east of the 
village were not benefiting; lots of Wiltshire PCs were unhappy with the broadband 
situation but so far only 8 or 9 other PCs had expressed an interest in joining his 
initiative, which he thought was not enough to take on Wilts Council with.  He proposed 
starting to write to local newspapers; the PC agreed with this and asked to see drafts of 
the letter(s) before they were sent, to which Geoff Preston agreed. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (17 Jul 17) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed; no actions were outstanding 
except that concerning the Rural Services Network - on checking the Clerk had found 
that he had not received any mails from them for a long time. 
 
6. Finance.  Current account c£270, deposit account c£2793.  Payments were 
authorised as follows: 

 cheque number 371, £6.44, to Catherine Grierson for purchase of the gates 
recently erected on the footpaths - the remainder left over payment of £600 at the 
last meeting. 
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7. Cllr Vacancies.  Mrs Pam Walkinshaw was co-opted onto the PC.  Cllrs were 
aware that she would not be able to attend the next meeting as she was already 
committed to giving a talk to the local Rotary Club that evening.  That left one vacancy; 
discussion followed about how to fill it, after which Robin Tjolle offered to write a short 
piece for the Grapevine and the village website.  During discussion the point was made 
from the public that there had been no PC news in the Grapevine for some time; John 
Thorne agreed that  he would pick this up again.    Action:  Robin Tjolle, John Thorne 
 
9. Prevention of Fly-Tipping.  Robin Tjolle said that Wilts Council, once he had got 
through to the right person, had given helpful advice including an example sign that they 
already use.  He could get the sign reproduced at Cotswold Signs at A3 size for £20 
and at A4 for £12, both plus VAT.  There would be no planning restrictions if it was fixed 
to a gatepost.  The PC decided to buy one, at A3 size, for the site of the most recent 
two occurrences.                Action:  Robin Tjolle 
 
10. Amenity Area.  Robin Tjolle said that he had spoken to a number of new village 
families with small children who were looking for a safe play area in the village, and he 
asked  whether the Amenity Area might be used.  Jill Kearsley suggested he could get 
the families to have a look at the Area.  There was discussion about the danger posed 
by the pond, which was not part of the Area but was adjacent.  We could probably 
pesuade Malmesbury Area Board to fund 50% of the cost.  The PC authorised Robin 
Tjolle to  take it further.  He said he would first seek advice from Wilts Council physical 
activity people and second speak to Mrs Gray about the pond.      Action:  Robin Tjolle 
 
11. Crudwell New Houses.  The Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Plan (HSAP), 
which needed to identify 50 houses in Large Villages in the Malmesbury Community 
Area, had accepted a developer's offer to extend the Ridgeway Farm development in 
Crudwell from 10 houses to 50.  The PC were worried about this because of the impact 
on the sewers which flow from Crudwell through Hankerton, especially given the 
leakage which already occurs under heavy rain and the smell from the pumping station.  
The Clerk was to write a) to Wessex Water to ask them to respond to these concerns, 
b) to Crudwell PC to let them know our position and c) to respond to the HSAP 
consultation opposing this allocation.             Action:  Clerk 
 
12. WW1 Memorial Trees.  Wiltshire Council intended to plant both a central 
woodland for Wiltshire and local woodlands/planting in all 18 Community Areas, to 
commemorate the end of WW1.  The PC agreed to take part in this, although a location 
was not settled on at the meeting.              Action:  Clerk 
Afternote:  it will be necessary to identify a location at or by the next meeting. 
 
13. Dementia Friendly Community.  Ellen Blacker, the Health and Well-being 
Champion for Malmesbury Area, had encouraged PCs to write a Dementia Friendly 
Community Action Plan and to hold a one-hour Dementia Friends briefing session.  The 
PC decided against both.                Action:  Clerk 
 
14. Health and Wellbeing Champion.  Malmesbury Area were looking for in-year 
financial support for Ellen Blacker whom they fund as the Health and Wellbeing 
Champion.  The PC decided against supporting this.           Action:  Clerk 
 
15. Footpaths.  David Wood confirmed that he had secured the new footpath self-
closing gates using split pins and epoxy. 
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16. Highways.  Nothing significant to report.  Catherine Grierson reported that the 
salt/grit bin was full. 
 
17. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting:  Purlieus 
Farmhouse, conservatory; Stanbury House, extension and alterations, also extension of 
garage to provide garden storage; Rookery Farm Cottage, new garage with store; 
Allspheres Farm, new barn and barn extnsion; - all no objection.  Applications decided 
at Wilts Council since last meeting:  Minety Sub-station battery storage facility, Purlieus 
Farmhouse conservatory, both approved.  Current Planning Applications:  nil.   
 
The PC also considered the early operation of the new Google Drive system for 
considering planning applications.  All seemed well with it. 

 
18. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  For the next meeting:  
review Snow Plan/Winter Plan (Catherine Grierson); a defibrillator for the village (Jill 
Kearsley). 
 
19. Next Meetings.  6 Nov.  The following dates were agreed for 2018:  8 Jan, 5 
Mar, 7 May (AVM), 14 May (APCM), 2 Jul, 3 Sep, 5 Nov.  Afternote:   all are now 
booked with the North Aisle. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.59pm.   


