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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 9 July 2012 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs David Wood (Chairman), Brian Dalton, Catherine Grierson, 
Georgina Carter, Craig McCallum, Terry Mockler and David Preston; M R Bromley 
Gardner (Clerk); and 3 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Wilts Council Cllr Toby Sturgis. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Two footpath problems were raised – 
details were to be sent to Terry Mockler.  A comment was made that all stiles in the 
Parish need attention; again, information was to be sent to Terry Mockler who would 
send it on as appropriate.  David Pynn informed the meeting that the phone box had 
recently been vandalised with silver spray paint inside and out, and that he had cleaned 
it with solvent. 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 21 May 12) 
had been circulated in advance.  The Minutes were approved and signed. 
 
6. Report on Actions.  The Clerk reported back about the padlocked gates in 
Cloatley Meadows – that WWT had suffered some gates being left open with the result 
that animals had got into fields where they should not have been, and WWT had 
incurred an Environment Agency fine as a result.  The PC was not sympathetic; Terry 
Mockler would speak direct.  All other actions had been carried out and/or were being 
reported on as items in this agenda.  
 
7. Finance.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current account 
c£720; Business Instant Access account £2568.  There were no bills to be paid. 

 
8. Localism Act – New Standards Framework – Code of Conduct and Registration 
of Interests.  The Clerk informed Cllrs about the requirements of the Localism Act as 
regards the new Code of Conduct and registration of interests, having sent out 
preparatory information in advance of the meeting.  The PC voted to adopt the Wiltshire 
Council version of the Code of conduct.  Registration of Interests was now to be done 
on-line, and Cllrs were given the information needed to enable them to do this.    
              Action:  All Cllrs 
Additionally Craig McCallum offered to write a public notice about how the public could 
complain about Parish Cllrs doing something wrong. 
 
9. Risk Review.  The annual review of the Risk Register was conducted, with the 
Register being accepted unchanged. 
 
10. Village Sign on the Cloatley Road.  The Clerk briefed the meeting on progress on 
the proposed new village sign on the Cloatley Road to be funded by an anonymous 
benefactor.  It could be done; Highways needed to agree the design; Wilts Council 
could manufacture the sign in the right (reflective) material; the better the artwork, the 
cheaper the cost; and Highways recommended that replacement posts should be 
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considered.  Decision:  Brian Dalton would design the sign, and would send to the PC 
for approval before sending it on to Wilts Council (Mark Stansby, 01225 713367, 
mark.stansby@wiltshire.gov.uk).             Action:  Brian Dalton 
 
11. Diamond Jubilee Kissing Gate.  Craig McCallum reported.  The decision was that 
he would continue to chase the Wilts Council Rights of Way officer.   

 Action:  Craig McCallum 
 
12. Flood Prevention.  Brian Dalton briefed the meeting.  WWT had still not yet 
cleared their ditch;  the Clerk suggested Brian Dalton should speak direct to WWT. 
There were also still blocked ditches at Eastcourt House and at Rookery Farm.  It was 
time for another Flood Working Group.                  Action:  Brian Dalton, Clerk 
 
13. Area Board/MVCAP.  Terry Mockler gave a brief readout on the last Area Board 
meeting (on 4 Jul).   The re-doubling of the Swindon-Kemble rail line was to go ahead, 
and will ultimately have capacity for 4 trains per hour in each direction. 
 
14. Update – Highways and Footpaths.  There was nothing to report.   The Clerk was 
asked to find out when the Parish Steward was next coming to Hankerton.  Afternote:  
by chance the Parish Steward was in the area the next day. 
 
15. Planning.  Since the last meeting the PC had considered and supported 
applications concerning Cloatley Cottage (repair and restoration of external fabric), 
supported but since withdrawn and Cloatley Farm (partial demolition of external walls), 
supported and by now permitted.  There were no current applications to consider.  
 
16. Significant Correspondence - Report.  There had been none. 
 
17. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  One point for the next 
meeting – state of the road at the Village Green.  Georgina Carter handed out notes on 
the latest PPG meeting.  The Chairman reported that the police had attended at 
Follyfield in the past month, that he had been there to meet them, and that he had been 
the only person there. 
 
21. Next Meetings.  Mon 10 Sep, 12 Nov.   

 
The meeting closed at 8.44 pm. 
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