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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 4 January 2016 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Catherine Grierson, Georgina Carter, 
Terry Mockler, John Thorne, and David Wood; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 4 
members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllr Brian Dalton. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  David Pynn raised 4 points: 

 The litter bin beside the bus shelter seemed not to have been emptied since 
before Christmas.  Cllrs commented that the bins used to be emptied weekly, but 
the Clerk said that he had seen something to the effect that bins were now being 
emptied on an as-required basis rather than on a regular schedule. David Wood 
would follow up.              Action:  David Wood 

 Could the litterpick be earlier this year because of the very mild conditions?  
Later in the meeting John Thorne nominated 5 Mar as the date and would put up 
notices about it. 

 The new fibre cabinet was not in the centre of the village - why not?  David Wood 
said that he was still researching a number of points of which this was one. 

 Could we call the Annual Parish Meeting, or APM, a 'Village Meeting', as it may 
encourage more people to attend?  The Chairman responded that the PC was 
already looking at ways to increase attendance including a name change. 

 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 9 Nov 15) had 
been circulated in advance.   The Minutes were approved and signed.  There were no 
actions outstanding.   
 
6. Finance.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current account and 
Business Instant Access account totalling around £3100.  Through the various budget 
adjustments of this year including the BKV £60 prize the account was on course to 
finish the year £50 under budget, leaving an end-of-year balance of about £1720.  One 
payment was authorised: 

 cheque number 343, £72, to E I Grierson for verge-cutting. 
 

7. Precept 2016/17.  The Clerk presented a draft budget for the year ahead, and 
explained various decisions needed on it:   

 Charlton Village Hall had requested support - PC decision to ask to see the 
accounts. 

 North Aisle - contribution to remain at £400. 

 WALC training - to continue with £50 in the budget. 

 later discussion made clear that no money would be needed for the Amenity 
Area or for flood prevention. 

 £100 was included for the PC 50% contribution to the naming of Oxleaze Lane. 
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Thus the budget for the year would be £3630.  The PC then considered the effect of the 
reduced Wilts Council Top-Up Grant (£10.05, in its last year) and the Tax Base 
changes, and decided to leave householder payments the same as last year, which 
would equate (with the Top-Up Grant) to a PC total income of £3741, and a Precept of 
£3730.95.                 Action:  Clerk 
 
8. Amenity Area.  At the last meeting John Thorne had undertaken to speak to a 
lawyer to get an idea about the likely cost of removing the obligation to keep the 
Amenity Area as a public open space.  He now reported back that the advice was that 
the cost could be a few thousand pounds with no guarantee of success, and a 
preliminary £500 to get agreement from Persimmon Homes, the original builders, who 
would be likely to work through solicitors, and the residents.  It was clear to the PC that 
this was not tenable and that the idea would have to be dropped.  A member of the 
public pointed out that the trees (which had been planted by the PC) were growing large 
and might need safety checking; and that families in the village could be involved in the 
Amenity Area if fruit trees were planted there.  Cllrs responded that this would make 
mowing more difficult and did not favour the idea.  But it was agreed that the trees 
should be put on the Risk Register and be checked whenever the Area was being tidied 
up. 

 
9. Streetnaming Request.  Final authority for the name 'Oxleaze Lane' had been 
received together with the specification for the sign.  A decision was needed now on the 
design of the sign:  the PC had voted in September against including 'No Through Road' 
on the sign, but Nick Warren representing the residents still pressed for, as a minimum, a 
'dead-end' symbol to be included (the additional cost he understood to be a few pounds).  
The PC agreed.  The PC also agreed that one sign would be sufficient although the 
specification appeared to specify 2.  Nick Warren and the residents would do all the work. 
 
10. Planning Process.  The Clerk had circulated a briefing note offering some possible 
alternatives for PC decision-making on planning applications and for how much to inform 
and consult residents.  After discussion it was agreed that the current system, with the 
recent addition of the information now included on the village website, was sufficient. 
 
11. Hillwell Bungalows.  The Chairman had asked at the last meeting that this be 
included on this agenda.  The PC readily agreed that there was a problem of restricted 
light at the bungalows, but there were constraints on what could be done about it - mainly 
that the owner or occupier had to be the one to initiate a complaint to Wilts Council; that it 
required a non-returnable £350 fee; and that the complainant had to clearly demonstrate, 
with written evidence, that they had tried to mediate with their neighbour.  It was 
understood that none of the residents wanted to get involved in this way.  After discussion 
Catherine Grierson agreed that she would try to mediate with the neighbour.    
                 Action:  Catherine Grierson 
 
12. Flood Prevention.   Brian Dalton had sent apologies.  It was noted that the land 
was very wet and the ditches very full.  The 2 flood warning signs received from Wilts 
Council had been given to Mike Goodwin for safe-keeping and deployment when 
necessary. 
 
13. Highways.  David Wood gave an update.  There was a new coordinator - Becky 
Busby - but he had not yet had contact with her.  He had been told that the gritbin filling 
was in hand and the potholes had been scheduled (but hadn't been told when).  He 
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suggested that he should contact Wilts Highways to ask for an inspection of Church 
Lane and Cloatley End (where the recent repair work had amounted to 2 small 
rectangles of new surface).  The PC agreed.           Action:  David Wood 
 
14. Footpaths.  Catherine Grierson reported that the footpaths were very wet but that 
there was nothing to be done about it, and that she had recently replaced some footpath 
signs and had more spares left if anyone wanted any. 
 
15. BKV Prize Presentation.  David Wood reported on the BKV prize presentation.  
Some 50 people had been present and Mrs Anne Henshaw had given an enlightening 
20-minute talk about what CPRE does. 
 
16. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: Cloatley 
Manor - cowshed repairs, alterations, extension to provide ancillary domestic 
accommodation; no objection.   Applications decided at Wilts Council since last 
meeting: Cloatley Manor - ground-mounted solar panels, Fairacre Murcott - single-
storey garden room extension, Allspheres Farm - lean-to outhouse; all permitted at Wilts 
Council.   .  Currently circulating: Dolman's Farmhouse - new family room, now 
circulating).  Currently outstanding:  Bishoper Farmhouse 

 
17. Wilts Council Update.  Not present. 

 
18. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  Three points for the next 
meeting: 

 Sport Relief 20 Mar 16. 

 Hillwell bungalows update. 

 APM - principally how to increase attendance, noting that it should be publicised 
through the Apr/May Grapevine with a contributions deadline of 10 Mar. 

 
19. Next Meetings.  7 Mar, 9 May (APM), 16 May (APCM), 4 Jul, 5 Sep, 7 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm.   


