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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 5 March 2012 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs David Wood (Chairman), Brian Dalton, Catherine Grierson, 
Georgina Carter, Craig McCallum, Terry Mockler and David Preston; M R Bromley 
Gardner (Clerk); and 5 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Nil. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Nil. 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  Catherine Grierson declared an interest in Item11 – 
Verge Cutting; she would take no part in any discussions or in the decision. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 9 Jan 12) had 
been circulated in advance.  The Minutes were approved and signed. 
 
6. Report on Actions.  All actions had been carried out and/or were being reported 
on as items in this agenda.   
 
7. Finance.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current account 
c£636; Business Instant Access account £2668.  There was just one payment to be 
made – Clerk’s salary for the year (£1246.83) and expenses also for the whole year 
(£18.14):  cheque number 290, 5 Mar 12, £1264.97, to Clerk for salary and expenses. 

 
8. Wiltshire Core Strategy.  The Clerk briefed on the Wiltshire Core Strategy Pre-
Submission document.  The bullet points were: 

 The Core Strategy contained the planning policies for the period to 2026; it 
replaced the existing planning policies. 

 Comments were invited now on the ‘soundness’ of the draft plan.  This seemed 
to rule out comments on minor aspects of individual policies. 

 In Core Policy (CP) 1 and CP2, Hankerton had been, in the summer 2011 draft, 
covered by the phrase ‘settlements other than those identified in the hierarchy’.  
This phrase was now absent, and villages like Hankerton were covered by the 
fact that they were not included in a list of ‘small villages’.  The result was the 
same – no development except in exceptional circumstances, but loss of the 
previous explicit mention seemed a retrograde step.. 

 In CP44 it was stated that affordable housing “will always be available for defined 
local needs, both initially and on subsequent change of occupant”. This seemed 
admirable but it was unclear how it could be achieved. 

 CP48 replaced the existing BD6 concerning the re-use of redundant agricultural 
buildings but did not repeat BD6(iv) which stated that “abuse of the concession” 
covering the building without planning permission of agricultural buildings was a 
reason to refuse permission.  The policy-makers said that this provision was not 
needed because abuse of that concession was anyway grounds for refusal of 
permission without needing to be specifically mentioned, also because it had 
been a North Wilts District Council policy but had not been a policy of any of the 
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other 3 Wiltshire District councils, but loss of the current explicit mention seemed 
a retrograde step. 

 
In conclusion, it seemed that there was no need for any formal comment on the 
consultation, and the PC agreed this line. 

 
9. HM The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  Catherine Grierson updated the PC on the 
plans.  The kissing gate would cost £460 (plus VAT but the VAT was reclaimable); the 
cost of the brass plaque was still not known; the installation had been costed at £200 
but would be done in-house costing nothing.  Craig would now submit the application for 
grant funding.  What was needed now was to seek permission from the landowner (Mr 
Gray); Georgina Carter would approach Mrs Gray (since Mr Gray was currently not fully 
well).  The PC decided that it did not want to retain ownership after installation but 
would give ownership of the gate to the landowner. 

              Action:  Catherine Grierson, Craig McCallum, Georgina Carter 
 
10. Other Kissing Gates.  In email exchanges since the last meeting, it had been 
established that the 2 existing kissing gates had been bought by the PC (in 1993), had 
(probably) been installed by Wilts Council, and were presumed now owned by the 
owner of the land; and the current landowner was Nick Durnford. 
 
11. Verge Cutting.  Catherine Grierson took no part in this item.  The PC decided not 
to go to tender for the additional verge cutting this year but to stick with Ted Grierson. 
              Action:  Catherine Grierson 
 
12. Annual Parish Meeting (APM).  It was agreed to invite all the normal speakers to 
address the APM.  Catherine Grierson agreed to provide all the food and drink.  No 
financial limit was set.            Action:  Catherine Grierson 
 
13. Hankerton Sport Relief Mile.  The PC meeting was suspended for this item to 
allow John Thorne, the organizer, to address and take questions from the whole 
meeting.  John Thorne explained the arrangements he had made and he planned.  The 
event was on Sunday 25 March, between 1030 and 1pm.  Individuals have to register 
(and pay a small charge) to take part, then they can raise sponsorship.  He hoped to get 
about 100 participants.  He also hoped for volunteers to help administer the event.  Car 
parking needed further thought and preparation.  The Chairman proposed, and the PC 
agreed, to spend up to £20 on refreshments (tea, coffee, cakes) to help support the 
event.                 Action:  Any and All 
 
14. Village Sign on the Cloatley Road.  The Chairman had received a letter from 
Peter Jefferis in USA saying that he had found a benefactor who had offered to pay for 
a new village sign on the Cloatley Road.  There were some conditions:  the sign should 
include a specified picture of the church; it should mention the Diamond Jubilee; it 
should be made of cast iron; and a cost of £800 had been mentioned.  The PC decided 
to accept the offer in principle on condition that Peter Jefferis undertook all the research 
needed for the project to go ahead.      Action:  Chairman 
 
15. Flood Prevention.  Brian Dalton briefed the meeting.  Wiltshire Wildlife had 
confirmed they would dig out the ditch around the swale field, sometime in the next 2 
months; they had also said that they would be happy for local people to clear fallen 
trees etc out of the ditch whenever they saw them.  The spoil at the start of Chapel Lane 
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had still not yet been removed by Wilts Council, and had started to wash into the ditch.  
There was no action yet on Pill Bridge and it would be necessary to maintain pressure 
on Wilts Council to get it done.  There had also been no further action on Eastcourt 
House land.  Dave Wood said that he had been to talk to Mr Greenhill of Rookery Farm.  
He had sounded willing to clear his ditches but not until the autumn due to a project he 
had on currently.  It would be necessary to maintain contact with him in late summer to 
try to ensure that the work was done in the autumn.  It was time for another Flood 
Working Group.                     Action:  Brian Dalton, Clerk 
 
16. Area Board/MVCAP.  Terry Mockler had not attended the last Area Board 
meeting (on 18 Jan) and would be unable to attend the next (in 2 days time on 7 Mar).  
If anyone else wanted to go they would be welcome. 
 
17. Update – Highways and Footpaths.  There was nothing significant to report other 
than the situation on Footpath 9.  Concerning Footpath 9, the landowner had 
acknowledged that it had become impassable and had removed half the pigs and 
intended to remove the rest soon; thereafter when the land dried sufficiently he would 
re-seed the field and leave the pigs off it for up to 2 years to allow the grass to re-
establish.  The PC was not satisfied by this; the Clerk was to write again to the 
landowner seeking an assurance that the right of way would remain passable into the 
future, also asking for a firm date for the removal of the remaining pigs and insisting on 
a written reply.     

        Action:  Clerk 
 
18. Planning.  Since the last meeting the PC had considered and supported 
applications concerning Dove House (extension and new porch, garage and access) 
and Cloatley Farm Cottage (complete restoration and new conservatory and log store).  
There were no current applications to consider.  
 
19. Significant Correspondence - Report.  The Clerk passed to Terry Mockler a DVD 
compiled by Wilts Council aimed at encouraging people to become more involved with 
democracy in their local area.  It had been addressed to him presumably because he 
was the nominated Area Board attender.  He would pass it to the Chairman next.  The 
Clerk also mentioned that, brought to a head by the controversy over prayers at council 
meetings, the Government had accelerated some provisions under the Localism Act 
2011 such that by April Parish Councils would have the ‘General Power of Competence’ 
available to eligible councils.  This meant that whereas currently councils can only do 
what the law specifically allows them to do, in future they will be able to do anything 
unless the law specifically prohibits it.  Afternote: to use this power of competence, a 
council must be ‘eligible’, meaning a) that 2/3 of the members have been elected not co-
opted, and b) that the clerk has been trained to understand and be able to advise on 
how to apply the power. 
 
20. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  One point for the next 
meeting – further update on Footpath 9.  Thank you to David Preston for organising the 
litter-pick. 
 
21. Next Meetings.  Mon 21 May, 9 Jul, 10 Sep, 12 Nov.  Also the Annual Parish 
Meeting on Mon 14 May. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.52 pm. 


