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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 17 July 2017 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Catherine Grierson, Robin Tjolle, David 
Wood; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 2 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllrs John Thorne, Henry Sanders, Wilts Cllr Toby Sturgis. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Claudine Pynn said that the telephone 
box needed some attention, especially to the top.  The Clerk was to ask BT to repaint it. 
                  Action:  Clerk 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  A question from the Rural Services 
Network and Emergency Planning both needed adding to the agenda under this item. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (15 May 17) had been 
circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed; no actions were outstanding.   
 
6. Finance.  Current account c£874, deposit account c£2693.  Payments were 
authorised as follows: 

 cheque number 368, £600, to Catherine Grierson for purchase of the gates 
recently erected on the footpaths.  The actual invoice copy had been mislaid but 
was a little over £600 so the PC agreed to pay £600 now with the residue to 
follow at the next meeting. 

 369 - cancelled. 

 370, £39, to the Clerk for 50% of SLCC membership. 

 372, £64.94, to David Wood for postcrete for the erection of the gates. 
 
The Clerk also advised that Mr and Mrs Dai Davies of Cloatley Manor had sent a 
cheque for £100 as a donation as a contribution to the cost of the gates on the footpaths 
across their land.  The Clerk was to write in thanks.           Action:  Clerk 

 
7. Prevention of Fly-Tipping.  The Chairman introduced the subject, saying she felt 
it may not be worth the cost of a camera.  Robin Tjolle had written to Wiltshire Council 
requesting advice after the last meeting but had not yet had a substantive response.  
Catherine Grierson reported that there were fly-tipped hedge cuttings at the same 
gateway again. The Chairman asked whether Cllrs would support the erection of signs 
warning off fly-tippers.  The outcome was that Robin Tjolle would continue to chase 
Wiltshire Council for their advice and would also cost a sign with appropriate wording. 
                 Action:  Robin Tjolle 
 
8. Development Planning - Wiltshire Council On-Line System.  Cllrs were confident 
that they could cope with the on-line-only system.  The Clerk was keen to have all 
comments on a single email chain or similar, to aid the recording and retention in 
archives of Cllr expressed views.  Robin Tjolle suggested a 'drop-box' system.  It was 
agreed that he would investigate and explain how such a system would work. 
                 Action:  Robin Tjolle 
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9. Filling the PC Vacancy.  There were now 2 vacancies following Henry Sanders' 
resignation (due to work pressures since he now lived and worked in London).  Various 
ideas were discussed - asking previous Cllrs whether they'd like to return, targeting 
named individuals one of whom had stood unsuccessfully at the election before last, 
targeting newcomers to the village.  The conclusion was that all Cllrs should accept 
responsibility for finding the replacements.       Action:  All 
 
10. Hannah Ludlow Charity - Trustee.  The PC still needed to nominate a trustee for 
a 4-year term.  Terry Mockler had recently emailed to offer to stand again.  This was 
gratefully accepted by the PC.                Action:  Clerk 
 
11. Brodband Update.  Geoff Preston was not able to get to the meeting so a 
detailed update was not possible.  David Pynn from the floor was able to shed some 
light on matters, and Cllrs had been sent information on Geoff's work by email.  The 
outcome was that the PC would leave Geoff Preston to continue. 
 
12. Risk Register Review.  The Risk Register was reviewed.  There was some 
discussion about the risk of theft of the new footpath gates, and whose responsibility it 
would be if any were stolen - PC or landowner.  They could be added to the insurance 
policy, but first the PC (David Wood) would investigate methods of securing them 
against theft.  No changes were needed to the Risk Register at this point.   
                 Action:  David Wood 
 
13. Emergency Planning.  Catherine Grierson spoke about the recent email from 
Malmesbury Area which had not listed Hankerton as having an emergency plan.  She 
would inform them that she did hold one.   
 
14. Rural Services Network (RSN).  The RSN were trying to increase their contact 
with rural councils.  The Clerk said he did receive RSN emails but that he considered 
them rather high-level-political and had not thought that Hankerton Cllrs would want to 
see them.  This was agreed, but the chairman asked to see them for herself.      
                  Action:  Clerk 
 
15. Footpaths.  Catherine Grierson gave an update.  There had been very good 
feedback to the erection of the new footpath gates.  Two dog-littering signs had been 
removed in Hillwell and she had replaced them.  She had negotiated a solution to a 
complaint about  Footpath 19.  She had received a complaint about the bridlepath 
Charlton 7 - the Clerk would follow up on that.              Action:  Clerk 
 
16. Highways.  Nothing significant to report. 
 
17. Planning.  Applications considered since the last meeting:  Brookside Cottage 
demolish existing 2-bay garage, replace with 3-bay, 2-storey oak-framed garage; Minety 
electricity sub-station battery power storage, 2 sites;  - no objection to either.  
Applications decided at Wilts Council since last meeting: Brookside Cottage - approved.  
Current Planning Applications:  Purlieus Farmhouse, conservatory - circulating now 

 
18. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  None. 
 
19. Next Meetings.  4 Sep, 6 Nov. 
The meeting closed at 8.40pm.   


