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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 16 May 2016 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Brian Dalton, Catherine Grierson, 
Georgina Carter, Terry Mockler, John Thorne, David Wood; M R Bromley Gardner 
(Clerk); and 4 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Nil. 
 
2. Election of Chairman.  Jill Kearsley was nominated, agreed to stand, and was 
unanimously elected Chairman. 
 
3. Election of Deputy Chairman.  Dave Wood was nominated, agreed to stand, and 
was unanimously elected as Deputy Chairman. 
 
4. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Nil. 
 
5. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
6. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
7. Allocation of Portfolios for 2016/17.  No changes.  So: 
 

 Footpaths – Catherine Grierson 

 Area 1 Committee – Terry Mockler 

 Patients Group – Georgina Carter 

 Flood Prevention – Brian Dalton 

 Amenity Area – Brian Dalton 

 CEV – Catherine Grierson 

 Streetscene/Highways – Dave Wood 

 Grants – John Thorne 

 Information Coord – John Thorne 
 
 
8. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 7 Mar 16) had 
been circulated in advance.   They were approved and signed, no actions outstanding.   
 
9. Approval of 2015/16 Accounts.  The accounts for 2015/16 needed to be 
approved at this meeting before being sent off to the external auditors.  The Clerk talked 
the meeting through the accounts and the annual audit report form, including specifically 
the Annual Governance Statement (all Cllrs had photocopies of this).  The account had 
been internally audited by Philip Carter.  At the end of year 2015/16, the net balance 
was £1660 (last year £1673).  Catherine Grierson asked whether the new village signs 
should be added to the asset register; the PC agreed that the Clerk could do this 
without delay to the audit.  Afternote:  subsequent advice from the auditors was 
that the signs should be added at a nominal value of £1 since Wilts Council had 
paid for them.  The Parish Council approved the accounts and the audit report was 
signed.   
 
10. Finance.  The following payments were authorised: 
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 cheque number 348, £120.70, WALC membership. 

 349, £170.80, to Community First - insurance. 

 350, £56, to Philip Carter for APM refreshments. 

 351, £841, to the PCC for hire of North Aisle (£91) and support to churchyard 
maintenance (£750). 

 352, £400, to the PCC for donation to the North Aisle. 

 353, £250, to the Grapevine. 
 

11. Future Marketing of Parish Council Meetings.  Discussion was limited to 
consideration of the proposal for 3 more noticeboards in and around the village.  Views 
expressed included:  not convinced that many people really read noticeboards - for 
example golf club events, always on the noticeboard but always people ring up to find out 
what's happening; more noticeboards would not be without cost - ongoing maintenance is 
needed, would need to budget for cost; everything can be in the website and the 
Grapevine; can use flyers if the need is sufficiently great.  The decision was against any 
more noticeboards and to promote the website more. 
 
12. Broadband.  David Wood spoke about the Superfast Broadband situation.  He had 
applied for it but found that the speed available to him was very low - only about 3Mbps, 
and this was presumably due to the distance from the green box to his house - which 
raised the question 'why had the green boxes been put outside the north-west of the 
village rather than in the centre where they would presumably have been able to service 
fast speeds to more houses?'.  The PC agreed that he should write to Wiltshire Council 
about this on behalf of the PC.               Action:  David Wood 
 
13.  Hillwell Bungalows.  Catherine Grierson reported.  She had spoken to the 
householder concerned and had been assured that the trees would be reduced in height 
and braches overhanging the footpath would be cut back; however she could make no 
promises about the Hillwell darkness. 
 
14.  Best Kept Village Competition.  The only point made was that the Clerk said he had 
found out that the start date for the inspections was 23 May. 
 
15. Flood Prevention.  Brian Dalton gave an update.  There had been some flooding 
last week;  Chapel Lane had not flooded but it was worrying that water was still rising out 
of the sewer manhole covers.  Murcott had been particularly bad.  The new flood signs 
had been used at the bridge.  He would take these points to the Flood Working Group 
meeting later this week. 
 
16. Highways and Footpaths.  Footpaths were all OK.  On Highways, the grit bin had 
been re-filled, and some recently-reported potholes had been filled-in although there 
was some concern that some had been done by hand without a 'wacker plate'.  Five 
Lanes had been re-surfaced but some of the work had been very bad - 2 stretches 
where the road centre had been scraped off, at one point right down to the sub-strate, 
and left like that without any re-surfacing;  the work appeared to have utilised 30mm 
stones when it should have been 6mm stone;  and at one point a lump of tarmac left on 
the surface which would have been enough to cause an unwary bicyclist considerable 
difficulty.  David Wood would report it on MyWiltshire and the Clerk was to write to 
Highways on behalf of the PC.           Action:  David Wood, Clerk 
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17. Planning.  Planning Applications considered since the last meeting: Cloatley 
Manor cowshed repairs and alterations for ancillary domestic accommodation - no 
objection.   Applications decided at Wilts Council since last meeting: nil.  Currently 
circulating: 25 Follyfield convert garage to family room, new rear extension and new 
garage, Cloatley Grange internal alterations LBC - both circulating now.  Currently 
outstanding:  Bishoper Farmhouse. 

 
18. Wilts Council Update (if Wilts Cllr present).  Not present. 
 
19. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting. 
 

 Malmesbury PCT had been inspected by CQC and awarded Outstanding - only 
the 2nd in Wiltshire (Georgina Carter). 

 Brian Dalton then resigned as Cllr citing disappointment at recent events in the 
village including what he described as vandalism.  He said he would like to 
continue as village flood warden. The Chairman and other members expressed 
shock at his departure and thanked him for what he had done in the PC. 

 Next meeting - the PC would need to consider how to maintain a PC contact with 
the flooding issue in future, for example by appointing a Cllr with flood prevention 
responsibility of some kind. 

 
20. Next Meetings.  4 Jul, 5 Sep, 7 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm.   


