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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 5 January 2015 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Georgina Carter, Brian Dalton, Catherine 
Grierson, John Thorne and David Wood; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 4 members 
of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllr Terry Mockler, Wilts Council Cllr Toby Sturgis. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Nil 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  After the agenda had been published 
Terry Mockler had found that he would be unable to attend this meeting; he would now 
go for longer than 6 months not attending meetings and would have to stand down 
unless the PC decided to authorise his absence, and this decision had to be made now 
since it had to be made before the 6-mo0nth point was reached (on 7 Jan).  Therefore it 
was the Chairman's decision that this would be added to the agenda as an urgent item; 
and that it would be taken now.  Then on a unanimous decision the PC authorised 
Terry's absence. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 10 Nov 14) 
had been circulated in advance.   The Minutes were approved and signed. 
 
6. Outstanding Actions.  There were no actions outstanding.   
 
7. Amenity Area.  The Chairman brought this forward from Item 9 as she knew 
there were interested members of the public in attendance.  She had already circulated  
(by email) the results of the consultation to Cllrs.  There were 3 clear favourites for the 
Amenity Area - from 34 responses, these were: Wildlife Area (13 votes), Allotments (11 
votes) and Children's Play Area (10 votes).  There were issues to work through on all 
these ideas.  She proposed a working party to evaluate these 3 main options with 
respect to initial cost, ongoing maintenance cost, ongoing work required by village, risks 
to village, benefits to village.  She was happy to offer to chair the working party, and 
would seek, through the Grapevine, volunteers to join her.  She then invited comments 
from the public.  The first was that the area used to be wilder than now and had been a 
good wildlife area, and the need for maintenance was questioned - it would naturally 
revert to a wildlife area if not maintained.  Two Cllrs responded to this that a good 
wildlife area needed maintenance, as this area would soon be covered by brambles if 
left alone.  Someone said that it had originally been intended as a children's play area 
so this would not be a change of use, but the Clerk said that the deeds did not support 
this point, saying merely that it was, and had to remain, a public open space.  A 
member of the public asked if it could be sold; the answer was that it could, but that it 
would still have to remain a public open space.  The Chairman would publish the results 
in the Grapevine and on the website, and would announce a date for the working party 
to meet and invite volunteers to join her.  Finally the Clerk said that a change of use 
planning application would cost the PC half the usual fee ie £192.50, and the PC 
decided not to put any amount into the budget but to take any costs, if they arose, out of 
the reserve this year. 
           Action:  Chairman 
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8. Finance.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current and Business 
Instant Access account together £2928. With only the Clerk's salary due out of the 
account in the remainder of the year we were heading for an end-of-year balance 
(essentially the reserve) of £1650.  No payments were due. 

 
9. Precept 2015/16.  The Clerk presented a draft budget for the year ahead, and 
explained various items on it, notably the increases to the requested amounts for the 
Grapevine (£400) and the churchyard (£750)  The total came to £3831.  The PC then 
decided to set the year's income at £3700, a £100 increase over the current year.  This 
meant a 3.42% increase in the precept, but due to the change in Tax Base only a 1.62% 
increase in the householder charge.              Action:  Clerk 
 
10. Closure of Hankerton Bridge.  The only development was confirmation (from 
Catherine Grierson) that a bridge would remain open for pedestrian use throughout the 
works.  Confirmation of the exact dates was still awaited. 
 
11. Youth Activity.  Georgina Carter reported on the Youth Activity meeting that she 
had attended.  In the Malmesbury Area there was a youth population of 1500 spread 
across 19 parishes.  Events were likely to be in Malmesbury and evening buses were 
likely to be key to attendance by for example any Hankerton youth.  A note about this 
would be included in the Grapevine (information was passed to John Thorne). 
 
12. Flood Prevention.  On the Priory junction and Murcott Road problems, John 
Thorne had been unable to find out any more.  On WWT land, there was a 
disagreement between WWT and Brian Dalton about what had been agreed on the site 
meeting earlier in the year; as a result WWT were not agreeing to dredge the ditch.  The 
PC then decided to start the '2 letter' process on WWT, and the Clerk was instructed to 
send 'Letter 1'.                          Action:  Clerk 
Mike Goodwin, a member of the public, asked what had happened about the roadside 
ditch outside Follyfield; Afternote: the answer given by the Clerk in the meeting was not 
sufficiently clear or accurate; for the record, following the last meeting, when Mike 
Goodwin had suggested that a stretch of that ditch needed clearing, it had been 
checked and found to be not in need of a landowner letter, this included advice from 
David Pynn as the PC's Flood Advisor that the ditch was functioning effectively with no 
water level differences along its length.  
Brian Dalton reminded the PC that Wilts Council had said Pill Bridge would be started in 
the next few months. 
Finally David Wood suggested, and the PC agreed, that the PC should consider paying 
for cleaning of the roadside ditch from where the new culvert had been placed under 
Tom Law's field gate opposite the Follyfield entrance to Hankerton Bridge, certainly on 
the west side of the road and possibly on the east also, to coincide with the rebuilding of 
Hankerton Bridge.  The Clerk was instructed to get a quote for the work from Robert 
Free of Charlton to be considered at the next meeting, with only the one quote needed 
as he was a known quantity as a ditch digger. 
                  Action:  Clerk 
 
13. Highways.  John Thorne confirmed that the verges were now cut only once per 
year (apart from visibility splays).  The salt bins had not yet been filled.  The grips 
opposite Follyfield had been passed to Highways for action when the grip digger was 
next in this area. 
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14. Footpaths.  Nothing to report. 
 
15. Planning.  Report of Planning Applications considered and/or decided since the 
last meeting: none.  Still outstanding:  Allspheres Farm.  Report on the 2 Crudwell 
applications:  Murcott 2 houses had been refused; the 19-house application in Crudwell 
still awaiting a decision.  The Clerk had written to Wilts Council and Wessex Water as 
required.  
 
16. Significant Correspondence - Report.  Wilts Council had invited Cllrs to a meeting 
at which it will outline its financial and service plans for 2015.  The nearest one will be in 
Chippenham (Town Hall) on 26 Jan at 6pm. 
 
17. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting. For the next meeting - 
Hannah Ludlow Trust update - Chairman to lead..   
 
21. Next Meetings.  2 Mar, 11 May (APM), 18 May (APCM), 6 Jul, 7 Sep, 9 Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.40 pm.   


