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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 10 November 2014 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs Jill Kearsley (Chairman), Georgina Carter, Brian Dalton, John 
Thorne and David Wood; M R Bromley Gardner (Clerk); and 2 members of the public. 

 
1. Apologies.  Cllrs Catherine Grierson and Terry Mockler, Wilts Council Cllr Toby 
Sturgis. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Nil 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  None. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 8 Sep 14) had 
been circulated in advance.   The Minutes were approved and signed. 
 
6. Outstanding Actions.  There were no actions outstanding.   
 
7. Finance.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current account just 
over £677; Business Instant Access account  £2288.  Payments were approved as 
follows: 

Cheque number 327, £100, to the Grapevine newsletter 
 

8. Precept 2015/16.  The Clerk presented a draft budget for the year ahead, and 
explained the news on the precept:  the Wilts Council grant would reduce (as we knew 
from last year that it would) but that the tax base had gone up; and that the effect was that 
if householder bills were left unchanged then the PC would receive £41 more income than 
in the current year.  In discussion it was made clear that there would be no cost attached 
either to the new seat in the bus shelter or to the oiling of the noticeboard, and both items 
were removed from the draft budget.  The decision was due in January. 
 
9. Amenity Area Proposal – Fitness Equipment.  Jill Kearsley introduced a draft 
questionnaire to send out to all residents.  This offered 3 options for the Amenity Area 
(‘outdoor gym’, allotments and a recycling area) with a 4th box for additional suggestions.  
The Clerk pointed out that the deeds of the area required that it be maintained as a public 
open space (which might preclude both allotments and a recycling area) and that it could 
not be (quote from the deeds) “anything which may be or grow to be a nuisance or 
annoyance to” those who live there (which also might preclude a recycling area).  Some 
minor adjustments were suggested to the draft questionnaire and it was proposed that it 
would go out with the Dec/Jan Grapevine for responses by 31 Dec, with notices on 4 
noticeboards and in the Grapevine.  John Thorne offered to print all the copies – Brian 
Dalton stated the Grapevine circulation used to be 125.  A response was awaited on 
whether Planning Permission would be required, also the Clerk had asked for advice from 
Wilts Council lawyers.  The Clerk was to find out the position on insurance to cover 3rd 
party liability.                          Action:  Jill Kearsley, Clerk 
 
10. Closure of Hankerton Bridge.  There were no developments.  John Thorne would 
draft a notice for the Dec/Jan Grapevine issue.  David Pynn was going to encourage 
nearby householders/landowners to clear their roadside and field ditches to coincide with 
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the raising of the bridge and the clearing out of the stream bed underneath.    
                  Action:  John Thorne 
 
11. Emergency Planning/Community Resilience.  The Clerk briefed on a meeting he 
had been to.  He regretted that he had not yet discussed the outcome with Catherine 
Grierson who held the Hankerton emergency plans.  At the meeting there was 
encouragement from Wilts Council for all parish councils to write comprehensive 
emergency plans covering such cases as flu pandemic and loss of utilities.  This would 
require some detailed work by a volunteer including at least annual updating.  After 
discussion it was decided to stick with the existing simple winter plan held by Catherine 
Grierson. 
 
12. Youth Activity.  The Clerk briefed on a Youth Activity email he had received (he 
had copied out to all Cllrs).  There was to be a launch of the Malmesbury Area Local 
Youth Network on Tue 9 Dec at 6.30 pm in Malmesbury Town Hall, and he said that he 
had the strong impression that it would be ‘a Good Thing’ for the PC to be represented.  
Georgina Carter agreed to attend (and to report back).   Action:  Georgina Carter 
 
13. Malmesbury Community Campus Project.  The Clerk referred to an email he had 
forwarded about the Campus Project and the 3 questions it asked.  The PC made clear 
that they were not interested in taking part in the consultation. 
 
14. Kissing Gate.  Dave Wood reported on the successful installation of the latest 
kissing gate.  Taking a couple of hours, it had been erected by David Pynn, Brian 
Dalton, Tony Hill, Ted Grierson with tractor, and himself.  An article had appeared in the 
Wilts and Glos Standard after they had spotted the mention in the village website.  They 
had also appeared very interested in the story of the new village signs and had taken 
photographs but as yet no article had appeared. 
 
15. Flood Prevention.  Brian Dalton asked the Clerk to chase WWT again over the 
promised clearance of their ditch.  He complained that he had received an ‘action 
complete’ response from Clarence for the report he had made about the blocked culvert 
under the Hankerton Priory workshops entrance when it was clearly not resolved and 
indeed water had been flowing over the road after the recent rain; John Thorne agreed 
to follow up with Wilts Highways to ask what work they had actually done to resolve the 
issue.  The roadside ditch running up to the Hankerton Bridge pumping station was 
reported to be in need of clearance; the Clerk was to send a standard letter to the 
landowner.               Action:  Clerk, John Thorne 
 
16. Updates – Highways and Footpaths.  All points already covered under other 
items. 
 
17. Planning.  Report of Planning Applications considered and/or decided since the 
last meeting: Allspheres Farm, supported, not yet decided at Wilts Council; Elm Farm 
Cottage, Coopers Garage, Cherrybrook Cottage, Hankerton Priory business area, The 
Grange Cloatley Manor, Mortons, all approved by Wilts Council.  There was discussion 
about 2 Crudwell applications:  the one at Murcott (demolition of a bungalow, 
replacement with 2 5-bedroom houses) planned to use a septic tank so was agreed as 
not a problem for Hankerton; on the other, for 19 new houses in Crudwell, the Clerk was 
to write to Wilts Council Planners and to Wessex Water.            Action:  Clerk 
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18. Significant Correspondence - Report.  The Clerk circulated a request from the 
Good Neighbour scheme for a donation to support the development of a Good 
Neighbour volunteer network in our community.  The PC decided against donating. 
 
20. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting. None.   
 
21. Next Meetings.  5 Jan, 2 Mar, 11 May (APM), 18 May (APCM), 6 Jul, 7 Sep, 9 
Nov. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm.   


