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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HANKERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held on Monday 9 January 2012 at 7.30 pm in the North Aisle, Hankerton Church 

 
Present:  Parish Cllrs David Wood (Chairman), Brian Dalton, Catherine Grierson, 
Georgina Carter, Craig McCallum, Terry Mockler and David Preston; M R Bromley 
Gardner (Clerk); and 3 members of the public. 

 
At the start of the meeting, the Chairman read out a short tribute to Wally Brown who 
had died very recently. 

 
1. Apologies.  Nil. 
 
2. Public Questions/Receipt of Petitions.  Nil. 
 
3. Declarations Of Interest.  Nil. 
 
4. Urgent Matters at Chairman’s Discretion.  None. 
 
5. Minutes of Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting (held on 7 Nov 11) had 
been circulated in advance.  Brian Dalton said that the statement that WWT had dug out 
the ditch around the swale field was wrong; there had been some clearance of the 
hedge but no digging out of the ditch.  With this correction noted, the Minutes were 
approved and signed. 
 
6. Report on Actions.  All actions had been carried out.   
 
7. Finance.  State of the accounts at the date of the meeting: current account 
c£636; Business Instant Access account £2668.  The Clerk reported that he had not yet 
drawn any salary in the current year, because he was meant to be paying himself 
through PAYE and had not yet had time to set up the new system. 

 
8. HM The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  The Chairman first reported that the 
response from and interest shown by the wider village had been minimal, with just a 
couple of suggestions being made.  After the last meeting, various people had been 
tasked with getting some costings for the short-listed ideas.  The results were as 
follows: 
 

 new village signs with picture of the church – in a bracket from £380 to £750, and 
presumably we would need 3 of them, ie to replace all 3 of the current signs.   

 replace some stiles with kissing gates – £400 (plus more for a plaque) 

 refurbish the bus shelter – Ian Nurden estimate £735 + VAT 

 bonfire and (professionally provided) firework display – would cost £1000s 

 new seat in the amenity area – in the region of £250 to £400, plus £60-£70 for a 
plaque. 

 
The Chairman then aired a new idea:  a Family Treasure Hunt and BBQ on the Monday.  
The idea foundered because the Follyfield-organised street party was already 
scheduled for the Monday, and taking account of the National programme for the long 
weekend no other day appeared suitable. 
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Craig McCallum championed the idea of presenting all children with a commemorative 
mug, not realising that this idea had been turned down at the last meeting. 
 
Georgina Carter said she felt strongly that whatever we came up with, it should be 
something for the  long-term.  David Preston supported this sentiment. 
 
At this point a vote was taken and the proposal to replace a stile with a kissing gate was 
agreed unanimously.  Further, there was seen to be a valid case to seek a grant in 
support, which Craig McCallum would do.  And if he was successful then 2 could 
perhaps be afforded.            Action:  Catherine Grierson, Craig McCallum 
 
9, Precept 2012/13.  After brief discussion the precept for 2012/13 was set 
unchanged at £3500.  The meeting understood the implication that the Jubilee kissing 
gate would probably be purchased out of reserves.                      Action:  Clerk 
 
10. Great Western Hospital NHS Foundation Trust.  The meeting agreed to invite the 
Swindon Hospital Trust to attend the next meeting.  Their attendance would be 
advertised to encourage wider attendance, though the Clerk stressed that.no-one 
should worry about whether enough people would attend as the Hospital Trust rep had 
already told him that they would be happy to speak just to the Cllrs.          Action:  Clerk 
 
11. Sport Relief – Wiltshire Parishes.  David Wood reported that John Thorne was 
keen to organize this and that he had already registered Hankerton for it (response 
awaited).  He (DW) had offered PC support. 
 
12. Hillwell.  The purpose of this item was to record the PC appreciation of the work 
carried out by Wiltshire Council and Westlea Housing and completed since the last 
meeting.  The Clerk had already written letters of thanks on their behalf to the Council 
Leader of wilts Council (there was no longer a single Chief Executive to write to) and to 
the Managing Director of Westlea. 
 
13. Amenity Area.  After brief discussion about the benefit to the Amenity Area of 
work done by the neighbouring landowner, the decision was to continue cutting the 
grass and to continue with the clean-up maintenance as and when needed. 
 
14. Best Kept Village/Village Litter-Pick/Clean-Up.  It was decided the village would 
enter the Best Kept Village competition, and that a village litter-pick and clean-up would 
take place on Sat 3 Mar meeting at 10am at David Preston’s house, organised by David 
Preston. 
 
15. Flood Prevention.  Brian Dalton briefed the meeting.  He felt that Wilts Council 
had congratulated themselves too early – while some work had happened there was still 
much to be done.  The new culvert pipe under Cloatley Road was a smaller bore than 
had been suggested.  There was spoil from the new pipeline dumped near the Chapel 
Lane pumping station in a way that would cause it over time to flow into the ditch and 
block it.  The Eastcourt House work had been deficient – the ditch clean-out work had 
not been continued in awkward places, in places cut vegetation had been left in the 
bottom of the ditch causing blockage, and in particular the central stretch at Pill Bridge 
had not yet been done.  It was time for another Flood Working Group meeting, and the 
clerk would arrange this also trying to get the Eastcourt House agent to attend. 
                  Action:  Clerk 
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16. Area Board/MVCAP.  Terry Mockler had not attended the last Area board 
meeting, and would check the agenda for the next meeting (on 18 Jan) before deciding 
whether to attend that one. 
 
17. Update – Highways and Footpaths.  Footpath 9 was impassable again due to 
pigs and mud.  Afternote:  after the meeting, agreed through email correspondence 
that the Clerk would write to the landowner.  There were potholes in Church Lane (and 
some felt that Church Lane warranted re-surfacing) and in Follyfield – Terry Mockler 
would report the latter to CLARENCE, while Georgina Carter had already reported the 
former.  There was a wobbly stile on Footpath Charlton 11 (the extension of Hankerton 
20, over the Parish boundary) – Catherine Grierson would report it to CLARENCE.  At 
the end of the new tarmac on Hillwell the footpath was very muddy on top of the hard 
under-surface – this could be a job for the parish steward. 
 
18. Planning.   
 

a. Terminology.  Currently the PC standard response (if applicable) is ‘”No 
comment or Objection”.  The Clerk proposed that the standard response should 
become “Support” (assuming applicable), because Wilts Council now wanted the 
responses to be made direct to the website, and that had 2 main buttons – 
‘Support’ or ‘Object’.  This was accepted. 

 
b.  Since the last meeting the PC had considered, without comment or objection, 
applications concerning Allspheres Farm (steel framed agricultural storage 
building) and Hankerton Priory (solar panels on workshop roof).  Further, both 
had since been permitted by Wilts Council both permitted).  There were no 
current applications to consider.  

 
19. Significant Correspondence - Report.  The Clerk mentioned the recent 
correspondence about the Localism Act 2011 (which had recently received Royal 
Assent) and the new standards regime.  The Clerk was to circulate the papers under a 
circulation slip so that there was evidence that all had seen them.         Action:  Clerk 
 
20. Councillors’ Observations/Points for the Next Meeting.  One point for the next 
meeting – the PC would need to consider whether to re-tender for the annual verge-
cutting. 
 
21. Next Meetings.  Mon 5 Mar, then 21 May, 9 Jul, 10 Sep, 12 Nov.  Also the 
Annual Parish Meeting on Mon 14 May. 
 

 
The meeting closed at 9.11 pm. 


